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PREFACE

l tis hard to imagie a project more ambitious than the attempt to document the history of
Mal

ysia pictorially n one volume
What a story this is, and what changes our nation has seen. The hook begins with the
Melaks

Sultanate of the 15th century, documented mainly by the Dutch and Portuguese
colonizers tn maps and engravings before the age of photography: By the mid-19th century
the time of the first photographs. hie i the Malay Penmsula was already clearly marked by
the arrival of the British in their own colonial enterprise. The very eatly photogeaphs from
this ume are fascinatng i their depiction of a way of e and 4 natural environment that are
changed almost heyond recognition. and students of photography and 1s history will find
much of mterest here

A central theme of the book 15 Malaysias progress from colonial siats 1o that of an
independent and unified nation One of the key events depicted m these pages took place on
31 August 195

when Merdeka was proclamed. and the Federation of Malaya was born Just
afew years later, in 1963, came the Federanon of Malaysia. which substannally defined the
nation that we call Malaysia today

The history of Malaysta i the years that followed has been an achievement on a scale that

could scarcely have been dreamed of i earhier decades. These istorically important

developments have been dramatically documented by photographers of all kinds. imcluding
professionals working for newspapers
Malaysia: A Pictorial History 1400-2004 15 also @ story of people. Photographs are

lascimating social documents o, Here are images of Sultans, towkays, public servants,

agricultural and ndustrial workers, every conceivable station in hfe. Whether n nostalgic
moad or i a spirit of discovery: 1t 1s hard not 1o be entranced by the images here of changimg
lashions, homes, architecture, occupations, and entertamment. all reflecting the many
cultares that make up mult-ethnie Malavsia

Many people have contributed their images o this book, but the greatest number has been
provided by Arkih Negara Malaysia and the New Straits Times Press. | hope very much that

by helping to bring this book about. the New Straits Times has contributed 1o the nation’s

an

areness of its own dentity. We are what history has made us, and isights such as this hook
wividly provides will entertain, inform. and loster an understanding of the place occupied by
Malaystans 1 a world full of both challenges and great apportunities

The New Straits Timies s in partnership with Arkih Negara Malaysia as co-publishers of
this book with Editions Didier Millet. The result of this collaboration 1s a documentation of

Malaysta past and present that will be essenuial reading lor all Malaysians. as well as for all

those overseas who would like 1o know more about our country

DATO" KALIMULTAR HassaN
GRowr EDToRsis-Chitty
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INTRODUC

T1ON

THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS

tis said that there are at least two sides to every story. But
what about a picture? Many would agree that ‘a picture is
worth a thousand words', and with Lewis Carrolls heroine,

Alice, who asked: “What is the use of a book without pictures or

conversation? in Alic

5 Adventures in Wonderland.

Alice would have loved this boak, for there are pictures in
abundance—over 1.000—spanning the last 600 years of
Malaysias history. The pictures are mainly in the form of
photographs—from the oldest-known prints made from glass
negatives to the filmless wonders of digital cameras—and include
sketches, lithographs, etchings, aquatinis and watercolours. They
also tell the story of photography: how it began with a few
professionals who were engaged by the well-to-do, and eventually

evolved inta one of the worlds most popular hobbies. Every

picture tells its own story, and every viewer sees something different.
1t has been said that the past 1s a foreign country. And indeed,
We
wonder about the identity of the sitters, what their thoughts,

viewing a historical photograph transports us back in time
emaotions. desires and fears were; we observe how the fashions
have changed in clothes and hairstyles. We marvel at how the
skylines and architecture of owns and cities have changed with
tme. For instance, a panorama of Kuala Lumpur in the 1880s
shows a village of thatched roof shanties. while Taiping in the
same era had buildings with splendid architecture. Only 20 years
later, however, Kuala Lumpur was a grand Moorish-style capital
while Taiping had gone imo picturesque  decline—its carly
architecture 15 still recognisable today. Other photographs show
the continuity or otherwise of culture: the traditional Malay dress
of a century ago has survived with few alterations. However the

be-robed. queue-wearing Chinese gentleman has litle fashion in

common with his Westernised descen

Often, pictures convey a sense of history more evocatively
than words. Photographs of grand colonial mansions and their
smartly-dressed inhabitants compared to those of carly Malayan

sted

houses and their poorly clad dwellers reveal the gap that e
between the rich and the poor, and between the different races.
The need for a nation to gain independence is perhaps more easily

portrayed in photographs than through words.

However, a history in pictures has its limitations and its bias,

created by the painter or ph r. Before the i of

ph
photography in 1839, artists could easily eliminate whatever they
did not want in their sketch or watercolour. Other elements could
be improved upon or even invented. This process was streamlined
even further when the original sketch or watercolour was

transferred to a form acceptable for printing,

ch as lithography.
It would seem imagination had a more important role than
factual representation in the very first images of Malaysia, for the
fanciful renderings of Melaka at that time contained details of
landscape and town views that allowed the viewer to easily
imagine what it was like to live in that ancient port.

With pt hy,

s control over what

the ph ph

appeared in his picture was achieved through the use of different
camera angles, although he would have been limited by his
equipment. In the carliest photographs from the 1860s, streets
appeared deserted, but this was the result of the long exposure
times needed—any moving objects either appeared blurred or
became invisible in photographs. Then there was the choice of
subject. Early photographers usually worked on a commercial
basis and therefore chose their sitters and subjects according to
what they felt would sell, hence the predominance of Europeans,
colonial buildings, picturesque views and posed natives in
traditional dress. The exception was the ruling class, the Malay

Sultans and their families, who were immortalised in all their
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splendour, as well as traders and towkays who were wealthy

enough to engage a photographer. The life of the average

Malaysian was rarely captured in those early days, and indeed this
remained so until well into the 20th century

It has been said that art for art’s sake was originally a European
cancept. However, archacologists have discovered drawings of
pregnant tapirs and club-wielding hunters by Neolithic artsts

on the walls of a cliff outside today’s city of Ipoh—these dra

wings
date from 3,000 years ago and are believed to be the oldest
existing pictorial record in Malaysia- A millennium after those
drawings were made, mdigenous artists in Sarawak immortahsed
their ancestors dancing on boats on the walls of the Niah Caves
Because ol the severity of the chimate, the only indigenous art
that has survived from the earliest days of recorded history is on

protected cave walls or on inscribed stones. A wealth of Buddhist-

Hindu artefacts dating from the Sth to the 13th centuries has been

discovered in Bujang Valley, Kedah, but these are mainly religious

relics and reveal little about the land and its people. Likewise
for the carved stones found in Sarawak and megaliths in Sabah,
Melaka and Negert Sembilan, the most famous being the trio

of standing stones at Pengkalan Kempas that depict a strange

assortment of animal mouls as well as the Arabic word for Allah
In this book, Malaysias history 1s conveyed pictorially in six

chapters. The first, “The Malay World (1400-1849)", covers the

ong period before the invention of photography—from the
beginning of the Melaka Sultanate to the approximate date when
the first photographers arnved. The year 1400 was chosen
because it represents the most popular beginning of Malaysian
history (as opposed to pre- and proto-history), comnciding
approximately with the creanon of the Melaka Sultanate. When
the territory converted to Islam, following the lead of other
kingdoms in the Malay world, any artstic representations fell
mainly under the auspices of Islamic art. which prohibited
realistic likenesses. Thus the latter had to wait unul the arrival
of the first Europeans. 1t will never be known who was the first 1o
capture a view of Malaysia, Perhaps it was a mariner who
sketched the palm-fringed coastline as his harque plicd  the
Strait of Melaka, or a trader who drew a picture of a handsome
native woman in his diary. Sketches such as these might have
filtered back to Europe to be redrawn as borders on 15th- and
Loth-century maps. Portuguese and Dutch records provide the
first ghmpses of Melaka, but realistic paintings only hecame

widespread when European travellers arrived in Melaka and

Penang in the late 18th century.
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The second chapter. “Cha (1850-1895)",

nging Times begins
with the first photographs of Malaysia, many of them previously
unpublished rarities, which chronicle the carly years of British
intervention. At the beginning of this era, the coloniahsts only had
tocholds in Melaka and Penang, but by the end of the 19th century
they were firmly established on the west coast and much of the east
coast of the Peninsula and in Sarawak and Sabah. The photographs
in this chapter are predominantly of Penang, where some outstanding
photographers such as K. Feilberg were based, but there are also
unique glimpses of Provinee Wellesley and other mainland centres,
including the first pictures of Kuala Lumpur. and historically
valuable images 1aken along the Perak River just before the so-called

upnising when the British Resident was killed—an event that marked

a rapid detenoration in Malay-British relauons.

The third chapter, “The Colonial Jewel (1896-1914)". begins
with the establishment of the Federated Malay States (FMS) in
1896. It illustrates the boom vears ol not only the colonial era, but
also ol the studio photographer. and ends with the outbreak of
World War 1. Included here are a series of renowned images
showing the almost-extinct lifestyle of Sarawak’s indigenous
and the portlolios of important photographers who
ng

collection of events, people and places: from the pomp and

peoples,

travelled with their cumbersome equipment to record an amazi

pageantry of the Malay Durbars to the teeming pits of tin mines;
from the wilderness of virgin rainforests to the planned streets
of the new Moorish-style capital

The fourth chapter. “The Turbulent Years (1915-1945)°, spans
the uncertain decades between the wars, and includes the Great

Depression and the Japanese Occupation and surrender. By then,

THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS

I h

amateurs had made serious inroads into photographic studio

had become wid, d and was more accessible;
incomes and postcards flooded the market. Press photographers
began chronicling not only major events but also everyday life.
The sanitised views of the past gave way to social documentary.
‘Road to Nationhood (1946-1969)", the fifth chapter, follows
the excitement of the post-war nationalist movements that led to

Independence and the creation of Malaysia. Featured here are

unforgettable images which were taken as the nation celebrated
its freedom and began building a new identity. But it was not all
cuphoric—an Emergency declared against the Communist
guerrilla uprising lasted 12 long years.

The sixth and final chapter, ‘A New Identity (1970-2004)",
covers the nation’s emergence from the end of the Emergency to
what it is today. This chapter is the most familiar, being of the

most recent past, and provides a stunning contrast, both in the

use of colour photographs as opposed to black-and-white, and in
the meteoric changes that the nation has undergone in the last
three decades. It is a way ol measuring progress, and a vivid
reminder that what is real today becomes history tomorrow.

It is a heady journey, through six centuries of Malaysian life.

ry

At times it is exhilarating, and other times disquieting. Evi
image here is thought-provoking, and conveys a potent message,
that a nation is ready to call itsell mature only when it accepts all

of its past, no matter how discomfiting that may be.
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. CHAPTER 1

THE MALAY WORLD
1400-1849

ur imagination must suffice, for no pictures survive, if

indeed they ever existed, of the glorious century of the

Melaka Sultanate, of the palace with its seven-tiered

copper roof, its mirrored walls and gilded doors, or of the

players—the bejewelled sultans with their supernatural aura, the

court with all its intrigues, the traders, artisans, scholars and

missionaries who created the 15th-century empire that ever since
has served as the paragon of Malay culture and success.

Some of the splendour of the Malay courts is captured,

however, in an intriguing engraving from the 1600s, entitled

“Carosse Royal de trente roues tire par douze Elephans’, which

shows a royal party in an unusual canopied carriage pulled by a

dozen elephants (see page 23). Which Malay court it depicts is

unknown, and in all likelihood it was engraved from a description

rather than a personal experience, as were many engravings of the

day. However, the party may be that of Admiral Pieter
Willemszoon Verhoell, on his way to the Johor court to participate

in the joyous celebrations at the end of Ramadan in 1608,

Despite the lack of images, we know of Melaka’s glory from
[wo important sources written a century after its demise: the prose

masterpiece. Sejarah Melayu, the court history of the sultanate (it

was recently awarded literary heritage listing by UNESCO), and
the Suma Oriental by the Portuguese Tomé Pires who wrote that
Melaka was “of such importance and profit that it scems to me it
has no equal in the world

Some of the oldest surviving illustrations of what is now
Malaysia appear in the Description of Malaca, Mevidional India and
Cathay (1613), by Godinho de Eredia. wha was horn in Melaka in
1563, the son of a Bugis princess and a Portuguese. His sketches
include the first ‘realistic’ renderings of a Malay wearing a sarong
with his ‘Crys’ tucked in his waistband, a native boat. and a durian
and mangosteen

Founded in the late 14th century by Parameswara, a Sumatran
prince of impeccable pedigree. Melaka was the last and the most
famous of the Malay trading kingdoms that had dominated the
Strait of Melaka and the Malay Peninsula since antiquity. Its
domination may have only lasted litde more than a century

(1396-1511), but its fame was such that even in its carly years it

received envoys from China and was given a monopoly of Chinese

goods, a fact that ensured its success as the premier trading
emporium of Southeast Asia. It was from one of these missions
that the Wubeizi Chart dates, a sailor’s illustrated map indicating
tracks of vesscls entering and departing the Melaka estuary,
together with a stylised illustration of the hill overlooking the
harbour (now St Paul’s Hill). Many other ports were mentioned,
including Terengganu and its seaside hill, as well as a number of
cast coast islands.

The Malay Peninsula was named the Chersonesus Aurea (‘The
Golden Peninsula’) by Greek astronomer and mathematician
Claudius Ptolemy, while the Indians referred to it as the Land of
Gold. The oldest surviving map of the Peninsula is the 13th-
century Geographike Huphegesis (‘Guide to Geography') that was
based on data collected by Prolemy in the 1st century. The earliest
modern map of Malaya and Sumatra is by Martin Waldseemuller
(1470-1518) in 1513. A woodcut reprint (below), edited by
Michael Servetus, was printed in Lyon in 1535. It featured some
long-forgotten trading posts on an oddly shaped peninsula that
would persist on other European maps until the arrival of the
Portuguesc in the carly 16th century. No doubt, though, there
were local mapmakers before this, as Afonso de Albuquerque,

founder of Portugual’s Southeast Asian empire, and the conqueror

with several additions, printed in 1535 by Gasper Treschel
ment near Cape Rathado (Tanjung, Tuan) rear present-day Port Dickson,
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;l_lmjulnn and his followers to flec to Pahang on the east
s of events eventually led to the end of Malay
of the Malay World, an area that is now the
ines, the Indonesian Archipelago, and the Malay
including southern Thailand. Melaka was the heir to
rad [ trading kingd blished by Srivijaya in

i T -
+ the vicervy of Goa and Portaguese conqueror of Melaka, ¢ 1511 (ANMY
de Mendoca, Governor of Melak (1603-06). (ANM)

Dutch and later the British, who created thewr own trading hubs in

Penang, Singapore and Batavia. This ultimately led w the
economic demise of the Malay-Indonesian commercial kingdoms
which had ruled the region for at least a millennium. Poliucal
demise followed as the Dutch and Briush courted dillerent rulers,
causing power struggles that proved advantageous 1 their guest
for dominance in the region.

Melaka may have been the most powerful sultanate but there
were other important kingdoms such as Kedah, Perak. Patam
(now part of Thailand), Kelantan, Terengganu, Pahang, and later
Johor and Selangor. The coastline ol Borneo, across the South
China Sea, was still controlled by Malay sultanates althouglh the
interior—as was much of the Peninsula—was still the domam ot
indigenous tribes. Other than inscribed stones and comns, however,
no pictorial evidence of this time has survived. a result of both the
climate and the introduction of Islam in the early loth century
with its tradition of decorative, not realistic, art.

The Portuguese lost no time, when they took Melaka, in
destroying the Sultan’s palace and the great mosque. Within a
year (1512), they had erccted their fortress A Famosa (The
Famous One), which became the most illustrated structure of
the Malay Peninsula of the 16th and 17th centuries. Its walls
encompassed a hill (later known as St Pauls), and within the
fortifications there were churches, residences, and a hospital.
Drawn in naive style, and despite its numerous errors, the carliest
illustration, dated 1515 (top left), depicts the fortress on the
southern bank of the river, the covered bridge across i, the

traders’ town on the opposite bank, and the Strait of Melaka
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i front—piortal clements that would survive [or centities as
the quintessental mage of Melaka

This is the backdrop o the carliest surviving dlustration ot
a listoncal event, the unsuceessful Lovo Dutch attack on Melaka
by Admiral Cornelis Matchel, that accurately depicts a naval batle
being waged in from of the cny. Iwo years later the
abortive atempt by Admural Verhoelt was also dlustrated,

showing boats putting ashore north ol the fortress, Finalls,

1641, after a long sicge. Melaka fell to the Dutch. But despite

illustrauions showing the greamess of ‘De Stad Malacka, o had
been i dechine smee the Portuguese takeaver when Mushim
traders had detected o sumatran ports. By the tme the Brinsh

armved o occupy the tewn darimg the Napoleonic wars

THE MALAY WORLD

CI795=1818) 1t was a ghost of its former sell. Then, fearing that

the rerurming Datch would threaten the trade of Penang. their new
acquisition, they hastened  Melakas decav by destroying the
lortress e 1807 As Munshi: Abdullah wrote in his historic
wasterpiece. the Hikavat Abdullah ¢1849): “the Fort was the pride
ol Malacca and after its desiruction the place lost its glory
Hustraors ol the nme retlected. Munshi’s words, showing a
pretaresque but decaving town,

Meanwhile, however, Briush energies. as well as travelling
atlists, were busy at work i Penang, the island port that was
acquired from the Sultan ol Kedah by Caprain Francis Light for
the Enghsh East India Company in 1786, There was an illustrator
on hand to record the Hag-raising ceremony when the island was
ceded. and the etching Irom this drawing by Captain Elisha

Frapaud (see bottom left of page 25) records one of the earliest
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ustrates Connelis Mtelief s aetempt 5o we m the Postugarso in

attempts at a realistic rendering, showing not only the Brtish
officials but also Malay houses i the background, evidence of
carlier occupation. Light had spent years convincing the English
East India Company to set up a base in Penang where ships could
refit instead of depending on Melaka, which was then under
Dutch rule. His free port quickly attracted traders from as far
aficld as China, India and Arabia, resulting in a cosmopolitan
population that endures today. Penangs commercal success

signalled the begimning of the end for the Malay-run ports, and

il

)
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when the Brinsh ook over Dutch-run Melaka and Java during

the Napoleome wars in 1795, their supremacy i the region

scemed assured. With the handing back of Dutch colonial
possessions alter the wars ended in 1815, fears that the Dutch would
take over the Malay Peninsula prompted Sir Thomas Stamlord
Ratfles of the English East India Company, Penang, to found the new
trading port of Singapore in 1819

It 15 with the occupation of Penang that Malaysias visual
history really begims in carnest. Even in the late 18th and carly
19th century, the turtle-shaped island off the Peminsula’s

northwest coast was already developing its enduring reputation



as a destination for visitors. Along with the merchants,
adventurers and opportunists flocked to the new free port, such as
artists Edward Locker (1805) and James Wathen (1811), whose
line watercolours and sketches depicted Penang’s earliest years in
accurate, albeit romanticised, detail. As historical documents,
these illustrations provide a wealth of material, not only for
scholars of history but also for architects. For example, William
Daniell’s aquatint of Suffolk House (built by Governor Phillips
between 1808 and 1811) was studied by conservationists engaged
n its restoration to find out what it looked like before renovations
obscured its pure Georgran lines.

In the style of the carly 19th century, antists were drawn to the
Romantic: picturesque waterlalls, sweeping views from the hills,

elegant mansions and ordered lawns and gardens. Human interest

was minimal: of the 10.000 inhabitants recorded by 1800, only
few tiny figures—FEuropeans in their Sunday best and exotically
attired Asians—I[eatured as decorative clements. Photographic
realism was sull a good hall-century in the future

As a result of Dutch concerns about British expansion after
the founding of Singapore. the Anglo-Dutch Treaty was signed
in 1824, carving up the Malay World for the two colonial
powers. A line dividing the Strait of Melaka gave the Dutch
all of

later y

influence over Sumatra and the territaries  south

Singapore—creating  what became  the  bound:
Sap 8

ol Indonesia—while the British were given control over the Malay
Kedah

Peminsula. However, Perlis, Kelantan and Terengganu

ang.
Melaka and Singapore were grouped 10 form the Straits

were sull nominally under Siamese suzerainty. In 1826 Pe

i Eliha oo

i chiriten

Cay
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he Nrth Beadh from the C
d by Willlam Day

il House' deprcting the carly settlemen of Penang, coloured
1821

o
Seutlements, which was a dependency of India until it became a
crown colony under the Colonial Office in London in 1867,

Over the South China Sea in Borneo, another scenario was
being acted out that not only captured the imagination of
travelling artists but also eventually led to the jungled island being
divided into British and Dutch territories, then consequently
Malaysian and Indonesian territories. The end result would hardly

have been imagined by

ames Brooke, an India-born Englishman,
who had sailed 10 Borneo on an exploring expedition. Alfter
assisting the Brunci Governor to suppress an uprising by the local
Ma

much of western Borneo, he w

ys against the Sultan of Brunei, who nominally ruled over

granted the first tract of what

later became Malaysia’s largest state, and in 1841 was given the
title Rajah of Sarawak. Much of his later land acquisitions were the

result of the so-called Piracy Wars, a British Navy-backed

campaign against those Iban and Malays who continued to resist

Brook

s authority with the covert support of the Sultan of Brunei.

The doings of the *White Rajah’ provided fascinating reading for

torian armchair travellers who followed his exploits
sensationalised in the pages of popular illustrated weeklies.

But in the first hall of the 19th century, all these political
machinations had little effect on the general population away from
the main trading centres. Life in the kampong and the court was
still feudal, socicties were self-sufficient and independent, though
not for long. As Munshi Abdullah remarked when the British
destroyed Melakas fort: ‘The old order is destroyed, a new world

is created and all around us is change’.
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< he civilised Malayo natives are honey-coloured and of

pleasant apy their bodies are well-built they wear

a thin baju or short shirt made of mushn, and round the waist a
skirt of Choromandel cloth: ths is rolled round so as to leave the

nght leg uncovered 1n the waist they carry a knife two palms long,

ade called a Crys " So wrote Godinho de Eredia

this is a dagy
hie L

which at the tme was not only the name of the port city, but also

h 6th century, on the oryginal inhabitants of Melaka,

in il

the name the Portuguese gave 1o the entire Malay Perunsula

egendary ancient manners whao had

satled and seuled the islands of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, the

Malays lived by estuanies or along major nvers, the tharough

of the day Their hife was invariably connected with the sea

Eredia also listed M, boats, including those he called

lancharas’, p nilar to the prau pictured here (4)

1 the walls of caves over two

1 stick by

Apart fn s pamnied

millenmia ago. there are no surviving lustranons of M S1as

the coming ol the first Furopeans An carly

carly populatic
lepicts Bornean

19th-century engraving entitled “M;

ere all desenbed as Malays

ves of Java, wh

£ place of residence s from the Equatar w the

1s seen i Willam

o Cancer: A rare view of an carly village

Danells 1810 engraving of a Malay village in Penang (6

11 cosmapolitan trading communities in

There were s

such a constal

dabi and Melaka, but the nvenne

entrepat
sreas. 1t Bath the Penmsula and Borneo, were the preserve of the

Malays. while the interiors were peopled by diverse groups, from

[ to the dozens of different ethmg

the O

W Aslof thie Per

peaples o Austranesian background that made up the populition

ol Borneo

1 “Hllanon Pirate from Frank Marryar’s Borneo and the Indian Archipelago,
Londan, 1848

2 Native Malay of Borneo’ ¢ 1820

3 Naives of Borneo and Indonesia, drawn by A Hurrula, engraved by
R Anderson. Blackic & Son, London, Glasgow, & Edinburgh, ¢. 1830

4 Caboteur Malais nammeé Lanteha’from Dexroi de Malacea (Seruit of
Melaka), lithograph. Adwmiral Frangois-Edmond Parss, c. 1830

5 ilands in the Straits of Malacea', ¢, 1820

& A Malaye Village'. drasn and engraved by . & W. Daniell, 1810

7 Anere Malaise y Sampan Poncatt au mouillage ¢t s voile’ from Detroit de

Malacca, lithograph, Admiral Frangois-Edmand Paris, <. 1850
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© ! FORTALEZA DE

" Qanda .
(ILI;..:. debar Bgene. _:A

elesia mayen

)\ FORTALEZ A"

he Portaguese had alteads taken Cochin o Tndia in 1502 in
l their quest for hases along the spice routes 1 Asta, then Goa
n ESIO A year carlier they had arnved in Melaka, the prized

caan spices Here relatons with the Melaka

wollectr

sultan. ordial unul traders who had heardd of their

tactics in Indi warned court who then wtalued Three

of the five ships escaped hut some crews wene taken prisoner and

1 was this excuse that Alonso de Albuquer

isedd when he mounted a successtul o

Goa
Malays fought bravely but were no match for the
power ol the Portuguese Sulian Mahmud Shah fl
then eventually to the Ruau-Lingga archipelago
established his coun

Mbuquerque immediately began the building of the fortress he

s walls were

named A Famosa (The Famous One) With:

admunistratise buildings. residences, . hospit achurch Our
Lady of Ascenston, later known as St Pauls), the Later buil on the

1
Al

hilltop location overlooking the harbour where the destroved

palace had been: A 1 7th-century Pormuguese engraving of the
Fortaleza de Malaca’ (1) imaginauvely depicts 1t as a medieval-style
walled town i the European manner

I 10606, under Admiral Cornelis Mateliel, the Dutch East
India Company’s fleet unsuccesstully tned 1 wrest Melaka from

the Portuguese Two vears later, Adnural Verhoetl tned agan. tus

men landing on the beach as shown in an engraving of the ume (4)
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but they o were repulsed In 1640, with the help of Johor which
fad hoped to gan Melaka, the Dutch again attacked and afier a

long siege were linally victorious in 1641

The Dutch rebuilt the town that is pictured in two engravings
n ] W Hedyts Allerneuester Geographisch . Schau-Plarz from 1744
One shows the town from the sea where caravelles and a local prau

ide the waves (see page 20), and the other is an accurate ground

plan of the town (2) showing the Stadthuys (Governors House),
it
but not Chiist Church which was as yet unbuilt. The plan also

included streets such as Heeren (now Jalan Tun Tan C

ng Lock)
which leads to Tranquera, and in the bottom right ‘Campong
Melayer' (Malay Kampung) and their Tempel’ which is evidently
Kampung Hulu Mosque

1 “Fortaleza de Malaca' by De Manuel de Fueia y Sousa, from Asia
Portuguesa. Lishon, 1666-75

Town plian of Melaka. by Johann Wolfgang Hedyt, from Allermeuster
Geographisch, Amiterdam, 1744

Langenes Barent’s map of ‘Malacca' showing other Malay kingdoms such ar
Calantans (Kelantan), Pam (Pahang), Sincapura (Singapore), Muar,
Solongor (Selangor), Pera (Perak) and Queds (Kedab), and islands including
P2 Ridam (Pulas Redang) and P! Tinsano (Pulas Tioman), 1598

Melaka being attacked by the Dutch, Admiral VerbocfF's men are shown
landing on the beach in “Liber fecundes, Cap XXVI', 1608

~
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‘[n the carly 1800, plobe-trotting arnists visited Melaka and

recorded their impressions duning an uncertam era 1 795- 1818

ol the

der 1 rary Brush rule At the ¢

when the wn wis u

1 to Dutch rule but was handed

Napoleonic wars it was

{ the

buck 0 the Enghsh East India Company on the signir
Anplo-Dutch Treaty in 1824

An early view i 1ROT (e page 221 shows the Melaka River

i 4 wooden drawbndge and bordered on s northern

Lar view 30 years Later

hinese-style townhouises A

amuch lvebier scene with crosds i the Town Square

ght in for the Naning

that include Bransh troops. perhaps b
James Wathen an amateut artist, vistted Melaka in 1811 and
tecorded s impressions, such as that ol the Porta de Santiago (4

ss A Fantosa alte

the only femaining gate «

the Britsh destroved wt five years earlier The coat-ol-arms ov
archway was added by the Dutch and remamns to this day

Melakas m Famous view, even tday: is its historic Dutch-

style Town Squate with the Dutch Governars residence. the

Stadthuys (164051 and Christ Church (1750, casily recogrisable

August-Nicholas Vallants States House. Malacea (20 But t

of Melaka from this penod is that of the

maost unusizal engravir

ssthly the Sam Po Kong

Chinese temple in Melaks (31,
1 Debarcadere « Malaced,
Rarthelemy Lautergne. from Vovage de la Favourite 1830-32, Perss, 1835
2 Auguat-Nicholas Vlliant's “State’s House, Malacea, from Voyage Autour du

Monde, 1836-37, Parw, 1845~
3 Chinese Temple. Melaka. “Interior d'une pagode dians une quartier Chinais
4 Malacea' by J.E.R. de La Towanne, Paris, 1828
4 Hncient Guatewsty Leuding 1o the Wieter, ar Malacea’ by James Wathen, 1814
5 “Restes des fornifications Portugaises a Malaces' from Noyage de la Favourite
1830-32, Purns, 1835
6 Iuscribed Ancienne Eglise A Malacca’ from Voyage de La Bonite, 1836-37
7 View of the Church and Stads Howse of Malacca by Captan M. Ivole. 1854

coloured aquatint by Capain Cyrille Laplace aféer
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PENANG: A TROFICAL POSSESSION

en antist James Wathen visited Penang in 1811 he
V V remarked that ‘the East India Company may abandon the
island but it will still be a place of interest to people who

voyage'. Almost two centuries later his words ring true, as
indicated by Penangs enduring appeal to tourists. In his Journal

of a Voyage in 1811 and 1812 to Madras and China, Wathen noted

the lush rainforest and frolicking whales in the crystal-clear seas

of Penang. His "View, Looking over George Town, to the Queeda

Coast’ (3) shows a small settlement of white, Georgian-style
buildings, European tall ships and Malay prau in the harbour,
and the mounuins of Kedah in the background. Viewed from a
distance, George Town has an unreal air to it, that perhaps sums
up the attitude of those gentlemen artists who romanticised
everything they viewed

The aquatints of artist William Daniell give a much more

detailed look at Penangs early seulement. However, Daniell
never actually travelled to Penang, and his “Views in Prince of
Wales's Island (Penangs official title) were engraved after a
series of oil paintings by Captain Robert Smith, an engineer-
artist stationed on the island in 1814

Daniells aquatints also included views of Glugor House (3),
the property of David Brown, wha was determined to realise
Francis Lights vision of Penang becoming a spice-production
centre, and panoramic views from Penang Hill, a convalescent
retreat for the British serving in India. It was the first of the hill
stations that would later be built in India and Malaya

Penangs inhabitants played a minor rolc in early artists’
renderings although Edward Cree, a naval officer, recorded his
natve but vivid impressions of  lacal society function in his

watercolour ‘Fitting the Young Ladies for Society” (8).

1 View of Suffolk House', engraved by William Daniell, aguating, 1821

2 Dr Mackinnon's residence, near the Bermaly village', draun by James
Wiathen, aquatint, 1814

3 View, Looking aver George Toun, to the Queeda Coast, James Wathen
from his Journal of a Voyage in 1811 and 1812 to Madras and China,
London, 1814

4 View of Mount Erskine & Pulo Ticoose Bay, Prince of Wiales's Idand',
engraved by William Daniell, aquting, 1821

5 View of Glugor House & Spice Plantations, engraved by William Danicll,
aquatint, 1821

6 “View of the Great Tree, engraved by William Daniell, uquatint, 1821

7 “Mr Amec's House and Mill', drawn by James Wathen, aquating, 1814

& “Fitting the Young Ladies for Society, Edward Cree, watervolour, 1845
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« was one of the most astonishing stories of the 19th century
how a British adventurer named James Brooke became the ruler
of Sarawak, a tropical realm almost the size of England Along with

stones of headhunting tribes and bizarre waldlife, Borneo became 4

favounte topic 1n English dining rooms, and as a result, travelling
artists recorded scenes from the beginning of Braoke rule

From the early 16th century, the sultanate of Brunet had
claimed political authority over most of northwest Borneo. When
Brooke satled into Bornean waters and assisted the Brunet
governor Raja Muda Hassim n putung down a revolt, Sultan
Omar Al rewarded him with what was formerly a Bruneian
province, the terntory from Tanjung Dato to the Sadong River
(later 10 be enlarged with further cessions) Alter being officially
installed as Rajah of Sarawak in 1841, Brooke lost no time in
building Kuching, his capual, beside the Sarawak River

The present Government House, or Astana, is on the sie where
Broake built hus first house (3). 1t was simular to ‘the abades of the
natives’, built on piles with a ladder to enter, but was much larger
and ‘not without its English comlonts of sofas, chairs and bedsteads
Brookes second residence was a more substantial bungalow

The Hall of Audience (4), where he earlier met with Raja
Mucda Hassim, was described by Brooke as ‘nothing but a large
shed, erected on piles, but within decorated with taste’ Captain
Henry Keppel of the Royal Navy wrote that on one side were
Hassim, and behind “his mimisters, warnors, and men-at-arms,
beaning spears, swords, shields and other warlike weapons’, while
on the ather side were ‘our royal marines, the contrast between the
two body-guards being very amusing

Variows views along the niver show the slaping lawns of the
Astana, Malay houses on sults, the commercial town, and the
unmistakable profile of Gunung Serapi (2)— clements that still

survive (albeit much aliered) today

1 View of Kuching looking castwards, anomymous watercolowr, c. 1860

2 'River Sarawak & toun of Kuching, Borneo’, 1848

3 James Brooke' fint reidence, Sarawak, 1846

4 Hall of Audience, Sarawak, from H. Keppel’s The Expedition to Bornco of
H.M.S. Dido for the Suppression of Piracy, London, 1846

S Rajah James Brooke of Sarawak, 1848

6 The Pemgiran Indera Mahkota, James Brooke’ principal policical rival, ¢. 1843

7 View from Brooke's bungalow looking upriver

8 James Brooke bungalow, Sarewak, 18405
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WAKS ON PIRACY

uch of the Rajah of Sarawak’s success in gaining new

Mu-uumm was due to his friendship with Captain Henry
Keppel. R N.. whise 18-gun HM.S. Dido played a major role in
the so-called Piracy Wars against the Iban and Malays who were
defiant of Brooke's rule. Whether the issue was that of piracy or
politics depended very much on the players. The Iban and Malays
of northern Borneo defended their heritage against the Europeans,
believing they were reduced to beggary by the monopolisation of
tracle in the regon

The tllustrated papers of the day followed the successful but
bloody raids that Brooke and Keppel mounted on the Iban
strongholds, making heroes of them both in the Straits Settlements
and in Britam But Brooke did have his critics and the death toll of
his opponents rassed the ire of some humanitarian parliamentarians
who brought charges against him. He was exonerated, although
Keppel believed they hastened his death in 1868

Duning the 1840s there were four major expeditions agatnst rival
chicfs and their followers who were opposed to Brooke, although
Brooke also had strong contingents of both Malays and Iban. The
first expedition, with the boats of Dido up the Seribas River, saw
Brooke and his followers destroy the strongholds of Padek (Padds)
(2), Paku and Rimba; the sccond, a year later, with the addition of
the armed paddle-steamer Phicgethon and a squadron of Malay prau,
wiped out the Ihan strongholds along the Batang Lupar; the third,
which took place a1 Marudu in North Borneo (now Sabah) against
the lllanun (3), totally crippled them; while the fourth, the most
notorious in terms of carnage, was waged at the estuary of Batang
Lupar at Beting Marau against a resurgent force

“Dyak attack with poisored arrowr', 1848

“The attack on Paddi by the boats of HM.S. Dido), 1846
“Custing the boom at Malladu’, 18405

“Night attack on the Panglima's Prahi, 18405

HM.S. Dido at Sarawak, 1846
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th Bors

unng the tirst part of the 19th centur 0 (oW

D\_m.m was still free of Colontal interver

of Brunet and the Sultan of Suly havipg nominal control over the

on, with the Sultan

Coast 1t was probably sill very much as w had been i 1521 when

s expedition. the first Furopeans (6 visit Borneo, sailed

past an s epic vayage around the world
The Malays. Bagau and other seataning Mushims hved along the

e the nland was the preserve of the agnculural

i The preturesque beaches and hays were often

remarked on hy early commentators, bu N artists were

mvanuably enthralled by Mount sectacular 4,101

metre-high peak that s stll Saha
A correspondent of The llustrated London News. wha attended

Brooke

the offiial flag-ratstng ceremony at Labuan (4) with Jar

the first governor. Brunet leaders and local chiets, conjectured that

the small ishand off the northwest coast of Borneo, was ‘destined 10
rival Singapore in importance’ and that Labuan will be as tamiliar

to the Braush public as the island o Bow It was thought that

had been discovered would contribute toats

the coal seams il

wealth, but they ed of Twtle value, and traders were

y vears after ity

disappomted as shipping bypassed the 1shand Fe

cesston 10 Brivan, Labuans population only numbered around

60,000 of chielly Malays, Hindoo coolies, and natives of Borneo,

with some 20 Eutopeans

1 The flowers and pitchers of a Nepenthes sp.. ssectivorous flowsring plants
2 A Rafllesia flower, the Largest flower in the world

3 View of a coul seam on Labuan’, 1840

4 Ceremony of Hoisting the British flag on Labuar, 1848

5 ‘Bormean Town Upon a River', 17005

6 ‘Kinibalu Mounzain, North Couart of Borneo, alt. 12,000 18405

7 Flag Staff Point, Labuan’, 1840:
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CHAPTER 2

CHANGING TIMES
1850-1895

[one word could sum up the second half of the 19th century,
it would he “discovery’. There was a feverish need-to-know
_ that extended not only 1o new inventions but also 1o new

lands and peoples. Imperialist powers were scouring the world for

prospective colonies, tourism was beginning, and at the same time

the invention of photography provided the perfect medium to

document the era. with its amazingly precise image of the world

as it had never belore heen seen
In 1839, Frenchman Louis Daguerre announced his invention

of the daguerrcotype. which stunned the world by its extreme

clarity and sharpness. and although it became immediately
popular. it had its shoricomings—each picture was unique (only
asingle copy could be made), in reverse and on a metal plate. The
photograph as we know w, with a negative producing any number
of positives, was invented by Englishman William Henry Fox
Talbot 1840. He had 1834,

contemporancously with Daguerre, and although his calotype was

mn been experimenting since
nowhere near as sharp and clear, and patents restricted its use, his
process would eventually spell the demise of the daguerreotype
Despite the lengthy voyage by sailing ship from Europe to Asi
ensuring a lapse of several months before the news of
photography’s invention reached the Straits Settlements, as well as
adistinet lack of well-heeled customers for this expensive new
process. the first practinoners arrived relatvely  speedily.
According 10 photographic historian John Falconer, French artist
Gaston Dutronquoy arrived in Sin

the Malay By

apore in 1839 and travelled 10

Peninsula 1843 he had advertised himself as a

daguerreotypist, although nothing of his work survives. In 1844,
the renowned French daguerreotypist Jules Itier stopped over in
Singapore en route 1o China and his view of the town is the oldest
surviving  photograph o the  Straits Settlements.  Other
daguerreotypists visited Melaka and Penang, but to date none of

American

their works have come 1o light. Among these was
J. Newman, who advertised his services and opened a studio in
Singapore in 1856, The following year, The Straits Times reported
his trip to Melaka by steamer and noted that while there, ‘he met
with unbounded success’. Newman’s trip was ‘one of the first

an mainland

recorded instances of photography on the ¥

The daguerreotype was on the way out, however, by 1855,
when it was superseded by Englishman John Archer's discovery of
the wet collodion process which used glass plate negatives, thus
paving the way for any number of prints on paper, and the
viability of the commercial photographer. That year also saw the
first travel photographers arrive in Malaya, including John
Thomson, who found renown with his celebrated documentation
of China from 1862 to 1872. In 1862, Thomson spent 10 months
photographing in Penang and Province Wellesley, an occupation

he describes in his

| account, The Straits of Malacca, Indo-
China and China (1875) as ‘a congenial, profitable, and instructive
occupation, enabling me to gratify my taste for travel and 1o fill
my portfolio’

However, the first in-depth photographic documentation of
what is now Malaysia probably only took place in 1862 when
K. Feilberg and his partner Hermann Sachtler set up a
photographic firm, Sachtler & Feilberg, in Penang’s Beach Street.

These photographs constitute one of the earl

sLsurviving
collection of photographs of Malaysia today.

Much of this chapter is illustrated with Feilbergs photography
of Penang, Province Wellesley and Melaka, including some works

that no doubt formed part of his exhibition of 15 Penang and

view 1o P

ang’. probahly taken by K. Failberg in the 18605

e Tobacea estate in North Borneo, 18905
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Liberis Coffes’, plantation 1n Proninice Wellesley, 1870

Ceylon views at the Paris International Exhibition in 1867
Among his historic works shown here are perhaps the first
Malaysian attempts at news photography. when he immortalised
the street barricades during The Great Penang Riots of 1867, and
recorded the celebrations for the arnival of the Duke of Edinburgh

in 1869, Photographys ability to record history is particularly

evident in the ten-part panorama that Feilberg took from a tower
in Light Street, which shows a birds-cye view of the town in the
1860s when many public buildings were still Georgian in style
The streets are almost eerily empty, but this was due 1o moving
objects becoming invisible through long exposure times of several
seconds. This was also a problem with portraiture, evidenced by
the sull poses of many sitters, and the blurred countenances of
those who could not keep sull long enough. But their
inconvenience was nothing compared to the difliculties laced by
travelling photographers who had to develop their photographs
them,

on the spot. They had to carry an entire laboratory with

a darkroom tent, basins,

including flasks of chemu glass

plates. distilled water. tripod and a camera which in itsell weighed

over 10 kilograms. Later in the century, dry plates were
introduced, which meant that the glass negatives could be
transported back to the studio for development, but this process
did not catch on in the East until well into the 1890s

Although these ecarly photographs offer a Eurocentric view of

carly Malaya, with the uny European community well

ented, ¢

repre: n playing a starring role, and the Astan populauon

relegated 10 the sidelines, they still mirror some of the realities of

life m the sccond hall of the 19th century. They are also

representative of the spread of British intervention, which began
in the Straits Settlements and then as the decades rolled on,
permeated the Malay states.

Up ull the 1850s. Malaya was a collection of traditional
socicties ruled by various sultans. There were Chinese, Indian and
other small ethnic enclaves in the main trading ports, but apart
from these. much of the Malay Peninsula and Borneo was peopled
by the indigenous populanions with Malays living in the coastal
areas and a wide variety of inland peoples including the Kadazan
in Sabah and Iban in Sarawak. With increased Brinish intervention
towards the sccond hall of the century, however, traditional

lifestyles began to change. By the end of the 19th century, many

rulers had lost much of their power to the British Residents,
demographics were changing with huge influxes of Chinese
workers working m un mines and plantauons, and villages had
become bustling towns with a burgeoning merchant class and
Luropean-style streetscapes. The Straits Settlements—Penang,
Melaka

immigrants and traders. George Town port was crammed with

and  Singapore—had auracted a wide variety of
prau, junks and steamers bringing with them Malays. Chinese,
Tamils, Burmese, Javanese, Arabs, Sikhs and Madrassees: the
ancestors of taday’s cosmopolitan population. As the end of the
century drew near, it became increasingly apparent that the
Malays tended to remain in the countryside and Chinese in the
towns. The Chinese’s plentiful supply of labour and capital, and

their sense of business orgamsation had ensured their succ

Initially. Penang and Melaka both suffered trade losses when

traders were attracted to Singapore and the Dutch port of Batavia

(Jakarta) at the other end ol the Strait. However, a resurgence in

{ Kusla Lumpur. 186885 (ANM)

Chiriese | ummurizy

¢ cessful revenuc farmer



shipping resulted when the Suez Canal opened in 1869

the route across the Indian Ocean to Pen:

. making
ang the fastest way to the
East. Melaka scarcely benefited, however, as its port had silted up
and the historic port town was bypassed. Penang thrived as an
entrepdt for the lucrative tea and opium trade between India and
China and the tin trade in nearby Perak Many Straits merchants
also made their fortunes from the rapid success of the tin industry
in Perak as demand for tin rose with European industrialisation
But with the growing demand for tin in the mid-19th century,
the official British government policy of non-intervention came 1o
an end. Influential merchants who had invested in the rich mines
of Perak, Selangor and Negeri Sembilan began pressuring the
government to intervene in order to protect their interests. The
sudden wealth and conflicting ambitions of the Malay chieltains
who controlled the mines boiled over into drawn-out disputes,
while fights between rival secret societies broke out between the
Chinese miners. With investments and exports threatened, and
fearful of rival colonial powers getting a foothold on the Malay

Peninsula, the British decided to reverse their previous policy and

intervene. As a result, the Pangkor Treaty was signed in 1874,
imposing a Brish Resident who would advise the Sultan of Perak
on all matters except those regarding Malay religion and custom.
Later that year agreements 1o similar effect were made with
Selangor and Sungei Ujong. part of what later became Negeri
Sembilan. The ultimate reason for the appointment of an adviser
was to ‘civilise’ the rulers, which meant the adoption of British
laws and way of life. It was a culwre clash from the beginning,
with the new colonial representatives impatient for change

Only a year after the treaty signing at Pangkor. the [lirst
Resident of Perak. James WW. Birch, was murdered when he tried
o implement widely opposed social changes. The resulting war
there and later disturhances in Selangor and Negen Sembilan did
little 1o stem the tide of British impenialism. By 1887 Pahang had
also been persuaded o accept a Resident but the new regime
caused resentment with other chiels who mounted a four-year
long rebellion from 1891. In reality, the Residents were the ones
who ruled while the rulers advised—the Malay rulers were aware
of British military might and had to compromise for their political

survival. Some rulers, however, held out much longer and others

were beginning to adapt to the changing times. For instance,
under Temenggong Daeng Thrahim and his son Abu Bakar, Johor
became a modern state with a new capital, while Kedah’s sultan

built a thriving economy based on rice production.
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as rebuit as the wdministoateve centre of
m Post Office, 1894" (ANM)

strect. Ipoh. f

Photographs of some of the major players in these dramas have
survived, and although they were probably taken by amateurs and

the print quality is poor, they provide a rare window into the

Malay Peninsula in the days when few roads existed and travel

was by boat or ¢lephant. Considering the difficulties involved in
photographing and developing prints at these remote upriver
locations, it is surprising that these pictures still endure. Even
more surprising is that some of the Perak series were taken by the
unfortunate Birch a year before he was murdered.

The 1880s saw the arrival of what became the most famous
and longest-surviving of the region’s photographic firms—
G.R. Lambert & Co. Although the firm w:

s based in Singapore, its
photographers travelled extensively throughout the Malay
Peninsula, Borneo and Sumatra, Among the carly Lambert

photographs tha

have survived are the oldest images of Kuala
Lumpur. including a remarkable four-part panorama in the 1880s,
when it was just a lawless, backwater village of thatched huts. The
firm also acted as official photographers for many important
events, including the meetings of the

ious sultans of the Malay

states, which are of enormous historical and social value,

documenting in detail not only the famous personages of the era,

but also their traditional costumes and rega

As with the sanitised and romanticised landscapes that
preceded photography, these new views of the Malay world also
focused on a select viewpoint. Practitioners were keen to show the
‘civilising” aspect of colonialism, and it probably never occurred to
them that intervention could have been regarded negatively by the
locals. Through the lens, they created their own Malaya, and
narrow as that focus was, it still provides a fascinating insight into

the life and times of the second half of the 19th century.
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EASTERN ARKIVAL: PENANG PORT

5} s P
o ). S,
TR

d s sailors had known for centuries, if you hotsted sail with the
trade winds from India and headed east, Penang would be the

first port of call. Sitwated at the northern end of the Strait of
Melaka, it was a perfect place to outfit ships before they headed
across the Indian Ocean or continued on to the Far East. Penang
was also, unul the second half of the 20th century when air travel
wok over, where travellers had their first Malaysian experiences.
On his amval in Penang in 1861, the photographer John
Thomson expressed his initial disappointment because his
preconceived vision came from romanticised coloured engravings.
“As we run up the channel, George Town rise

c,"—a long
line of red tiles, with a solitary cocoa-nut tree sticking up here and

there—descriptions that match the photographs here. They

anchored ‘close to a pillared jetty, and a font shaded by
umbrageous trees'. At that time, Penang had yet to reap the harvest

of the tin trade in Perak and the increase in traveliers after the

opening of the St at the end of the decade. Trade in 1860
was valued at £350,000 but two decades later it had tripled

Although sailing, shups still predominated, steamships began to

appear in the Strait. HM.S, Galatea (2) was not only the most

hrated vessel to arrive, it was also captained on its world tour
by one of the most important personages who visited Penang, the
Duke of Edinburg}
n 1869 ¢

(Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s second son),

The Hlustrated London News related: ‘The town burst

out in decoration. Triumphal atches, from the gorgeous silk-

draped structure of the Chinese 1o the humble but pretty erection
of the Kling, arose in every direction ... while all the bunting that

could be found  was rummaged up for banners and flags’

Fort Cornwall minated the promontory, and Beach Road,

as s name suggests, fan along the waterfront before land

reclamations later in the century. It was known to the Malays as
Jalan Gedung (Street of Godowns) and these warchouses can be
seen 1o the south of the jetty (4). Ocean-going ships anchored off the

port in the deeper channel, while the shallower draft native craft

were moored by the jetty. Ships also anchored off Green Hall Beach
(3), with the idyllic northern shores fringed by cocanut palms, in

contrast to the towerir

partments that line Gurney Drive today

1 A two-part panorama of Fenang Port shawing the waiting ball at the jetty
and Fort Cornwallis at right, 18605 (ANM)

2 Penang jetty decorated in honour of H.R.H, Duke of Edinburgh, who
travelled to Penang in 1869 on HM.S. Galatea (far lefi)

3 Green Hall Beach, Penang, e. 1867 (ANM)

A Warchouser line Julan Gedung beside Penang Port, 18605 (ANM)







E\hh'm ¢ of what George Town looked like in the 1860s comes
mainly from K. Felberg, who photographed a series of

panora

fram a tower atop a mansion that stood at the site of
the present Dewan $ri Pinang, (see Penang: Official Life)
Do

ing the cape, star-shaped Fort Comwallis, built by
Francis Light. housed barracks and military offices and was

originally surrounded by a walled moat known as the Levee (1), It

provided a convenient viewpoint for locals to catch a glimpse of

the Duke of Edinburgh when he visited the Court of Request

during his stopover i Peniang in 1869, The courts and U

e police

station were originally housed in what is today the S

Assembly
Building on the corner of Beach and Light Streets, the latter named

after Penang’s founde

Light Streer

enangs first thoroughfare

waterfront and

the hub of the gove

glo-Indian architecture, combining Ge

was predomin:

tin many of the official buildings

The Padang, then an unkempt swampy field, served as a

ground at that time. It acquired its

§ present

as

und in the 1880s after the Town Hall was built
and the Esplanade was created

The attap-rox

building on the comer of Light and Pint

Streets (now Jal

jid Kapitan Kling) is on the site where the

Supreme Court was Later built in 1905, Auap was outlawed as a

roofing enal in the town in 1887 because it was a fire hazard.

Eminently recognisable today is St G

Church on

Farquhar Street. It was built in 1819 and is one of the oldest
Anglican churches 1 the East: Located further down the street at

that time was Penang Free School (1816), now the State Museum,

Convent Light Street (1852) and aviers Institution (1852).

100 These six adjoining views of the Esplanade and Light Strees are part of a

ten-part panorama taken by K. Feilberg in 1869 (ANM)

1 Penangs inhabitants gathering beside the moat that originally encircled
Fort Cornsallis 1o witness the royal visit in 1869 (ANM)

2 Town Hall. Penang, 18805
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ol Beach Street (4 nd 43 were tiken by

K Feilberg at the tme of the Duke of Fdinburghs How

the 1860+, Beach Street was unpaved, s it would be lor decades to

come There were no street lights (patathn lamps were only

s by rickshaw or horw

introduced in thy and transpor

and carnage The Bishop Street corner (4) show

wises with

es—known as five-foat ways—in front and

mched

Mo Tho

ness houses in elepar

b

s end of Beach Street, knoy Chinese a

Koh Kay. or “European Commercial Street’, was revaniped int

Penangs financtal centre and the carly architecture replaced by
grander Victortan buildings

Most of the people in the | were hlurred by the

e pmes. but s 1 the vanous

long expe ble o pick

whtural fr

et group pon Light

ng Chu

Chinese and the

area atound Acheen and Armenian Steeets to the Malay

groups, espectally the Chinese, quickly overflowed theie b

M)

I Beach Street decorated for the royal visit, 186
2 Beach Street adjoining China Street, 1869 (ANM)

3 King Street, 18805

4 Beach Street looking towsrds Bishop Street, 1869

FOLLWING PAGES

By the 1890s. muny of the carlier sructures in Beach Sereet had been replaced
by grander Victorian architecture

COD BLESS THE DUKE.

MAT HE TVER ENIOY €O




GEORGE TOWN: COMMERCIAL QUARTER
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PENANG: OFFICIAL LIFE

or most of its first 50 years, Penang was a financial burden to
[ the English East Indta Company, but offictal lifestyles were

nevertheless luxurious, European administrators buil their
spacious mansions along North Beach, on the seaward side of
Light Street, setting a trend that was quickly followed and
outpaced by successful locals. These locals included Chinese
agriculturalists, Straits Chinese merchants and Achehnese, Arabs
and Indian Muslims who built their fortunes on the spice trade
When the Duke of Edinburgh visited in 1869, Toh Seang Tast, a
rich businessman, offered his house as the official residence, hence its
later title, Edinburgh Castle, and that of the nearby road, Duke Street

Convict labourers and skilled craftsmen from India were
employed to construct government buildings, including bungalows
and garden houses, which quickly evolved into a hybrid of
European facades in the Georgian style but with local features such
as verandas and full-length windows with balustrades. A porte-
cochere fronted each residence so that passengers could alight
comfortably from their horse carriage whatever the weather.

Suffolk House, the only residence of this type to survive to the
present day, was built inland along Ayer lam Road in the late 18th

century: As the

overnors house (later known as The Residency),

it was a papular venue for official functions and receptions. The

artisy Wathen described 1t as a mansion ‘built in a mixed

style of Enghish and Indian architecture’ where rooms were cooled
by ‘watered mats' lis original austere Georgian facade was altered

aver the years. @ porte-cochére was added in the 18405 and a

hipped roof in the 1890s. However, conservation work undertaken

N recent years promises to restore it to its lormer splendour.

1 The Residency (front view), c. 1867 (ANM)

2 The Residency (back view), <. 1867 (ANM)

3 Green Hall, 1869 (ANM)

4 Duke of Edinburgh House, 1867 (ANM)

S Ouain Hall, part of a ten-part panorama of Penang, 1869 (ANM)
6 Eusex Lodge, part of a ten-part panorama of Penang, 1869 (ANM)
7 San Souci, 1869 (ANM)

rly European residents in Penang, 18601 (ANM)

Group of well-known gentlemen of Penang’, 1867-69 (ANM)

10 The cortage residence of Licutenant Colonel Anson, 1867-69 (ANM)
11 Arrival of guests as the big house’, 1867-69 (ANM)
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1 The Grear Waterfall, showing the original Indian shrine, . 156 (ANM)
e 1869 (ANM)

2 Rural scene, inseribed “Temang’ (sete unknow
3 Penang Beach, pr

4 "Convict Lines I

bly present-day Batu Ferringbi, c. 1867 (ANM)

v up ta the Gorernment Bungalow’. ¢. 1867 (ANM)

PACING PAGE A cascading stream near the Wasterfill Gardens (now Penang
Botanic Gardens). c. 1867 (ANM)









PROVINCE WELLESLEY

since the English East India Company established Penang

11
nearby manland coast falling into French or Duich hands. This

786, its directors worried about the possibility of the

spurred Penangs Lieutenant-Governor George Leith 1o negotiate

with the Sultan of Kedah and in 1800 he leased the 48-kilometre-
long coastal stnp from the Krian River in the south to the Muda

River in the north in retrn for a payment of $10,000 a

Province Wellesley, as the coastal strip was dubbed, was

previously known as Prai, and according to archacological finds

had been seuled since the Sth century, By the 1860
established; a nce mill (6) was in operation, there was a resident

doctor and a hospital (3) and European bungalows, including that

of the renowned sugar cane plantation, ‘Caledonia® (2 and ). Sugar
cane, rice and coconuts were the main crops grown

By 1869, the Malay population in Province Wellesley was 58,000,
more than Penang, Negeri Sembilan and Selangor combined

However, the only evidence of their existence in these photographs

ts 2 Malay willage on the Jawi River at the foot of Bukit Tambun (7).
1 Caledonia, the sugar cane plantation, c. 1869 (ANM)

2 Workers at Caledonia, 1860s (ANM)

3 The firss hospital ar Butterworth, . 1869 (ANM)

4 Doctor’s house in Busterwarth, 1860 (ANM)

S European planters and their wives at Caledonia, c. 1869 (ANM)

6 Rice mill, Prai, c. 1869 (ANM)

7 A Malay village, probably in Bukit Jurs, 1860s (ANM)
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irliest photographic views of Melaka, the decline of

sldest surviving town and the oldest European

the Far East ts evidenced by the lack of transport and
ders had

tlement i1
ers. The harbour had silted up and many of the u

anle
moved 0 either of the two free ports—Singapare or Penang
The best desenption of Melaka comes from the travel writer

whose remarks, although made a decade after

Isabells Bird
Fellhergs visit. fit the panoramic photograph perfectly. there is the
long deserted jeny . the tull ‘crowned by a ruined cathedral . and

bu

«d among the coconut palins This histc

galows g

claka was hefor

it

land reclamations began Today the city's histonic centre 1

photograph hows how pieturesque M
fir an

off from the Stran by urban develc ents, although some of the

W the seafront sull survive, as does the 16th

Dutch buld
b

century reh and the flagpole on the hull

But although Melaka was not the commercial entrepot it once

s suill very cosmapolitan Inan 1881 census, there were

houses in the town and over 11,000 in the country districts

3,979, ahout 65 per cent were Malays

Of the total pe

w There were also substantial

and 20 per cent were Ch

unly Portuguese), Tamuls, Jawi Pekan

Eura

populition
Atabs, Javanese, Boyanese, and smaller groups of Achehnese

Filipinos?

Alncans, Anamese. Bengalis. Bugs, Dayaks. Manila

of whom

Stamese and Sinhalese There were anly 32 Europe:

only nine were women

1 Porta da Santiago. the only remaining gate of A Famoa, c. 1869
2 Stadsbrays, the former Dusch gavernor s residence. <. 1869 (ANM)
Be1irw A panaramic view of Melaka from the jetey showing the orsginal
cossiline before reclomatian, the rutned S Paul's Church on the bill and
Dusch-era buildings on the waterfront, ¢. 1869 (ANM)










THE RULING CLASS

‘[n the mid-19th century, all the Malay states of the Peninsula were
ruled by various sultans and rjas in the style of the Melaka

Sultanate. Known as kerajaan, these Malay monarchies were headed

by rulers who had absolute power. Their kingdoms were

independent and self-sufficient, and their subjects paid tribute.
However, the situation began to change with British

intervention in the 18705, The tin-rich states of Perak and

Sel.

or suffered from dynastic quarrels and problems with rival

e secret societies, In 1874, with the signing of the Pangkor
Treaty, Selangor’s Sulian Abdul Samad, Perak’s Sultan Abdullah,

and the Dato Klana of Sungei Ujong (part of

eri Sembilan)

agreed to the appotntment of a British Resident. The Resident was

a

. playing no part in Malay affairs and Islam. As it

ckly transpired, 1t was an unequal system signalling the
heginning of the end of the Malay kerajaan, Perak's uprising led to

Sultan Abdullahs exile and he was replaced by Sultan Yusuf and

then Sultan Idris

IB87. In 1888, after dynastic problems and a

so-called civil war, Pahang’s ruler, Sultan Ahmad, accepted a

Resident. and 1n 1889 the rest of Negeri Sembilan followed suit

hor's sultanate be throy

Melaka lincage, but was passed

ule of the Teme
1862, Teme

alter the founding of Singapore. In

: Dacny Ihrahim was succeeded by his son Abu

Bakar (r. 186,

05), the “father of modern Johor'. He established
close ties with the Bratish, who recognised his right to the title of
Sultan, but he cleverly preserved Johor's independence throughout
his reigy

Kedah's royal house, Malaysias oldest, remained under Siamese

authority

nl 1909, as did the old pre-Melaka states of Kelantan

and Ter nu

1 Scated lefi 1o vight: Regent of Pabang, Sultan Idris, Sultan Abdul Samad
and Yom Tuan Mudarimad at Government House, Singapore, 1890
(ANM)

2 “Punglima Kinta, Enche’ Yusoh, c. 1886 (ANM)

3 Sultan Abdullah of Perk photographed in London, 1890 (ANM)

4 Raju Mansur and Sultan Abdullab of Perak, 1890 (ANM)

S Installation of Riaja Idris as Raja Muda of Perak, 1886 (ANM)

6 Mabaraja Abu Bakar of Jobor (later Sultan) and A.E.H. Anson, the
ucting Governar, 1862 (ANM)

7 “Raja Musa Berima in bardledress, c. 1870 (ANM)

8 “Raja Mahmud', 18705 (ANM)

9 Rajua ldris (Later Sultan) of Perak, 1880s (ANM)
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¢l ts. It was the first of

mie a senies of clashes between the so-called Chinese

1es unuil they were suppressed in 1890

wiween the varous Chinese clans or kongsi. many

¢ old feuds imported from their homeland, had

Perak tn fields in 1861 Onginally cooperative

look after their members' welfare, they

mines, labour recrutment, opium

bling, and kept immigrant Labourer

v had to pay off thew passage However, m.

rutests against unpopular colonial rule

ien Tek Kong sct up its base at
SHtEetin 653 wiih ity

wcluding straits Chinese, as members It

yerun Red Flag (Bendera Merah secret

of Che Long and then Syed Mohamed

thy arms trader whose mansion sull stands
Armenian Street

The Cantonese Ghee Hin (White Flag) sectet soctety were pld

mies of the Kien Tek and

IR67 these antagonisms
gang war for control of George Town The colonal authority
reacted by bringung in reinfor its and stockade

by Fu

1 volunteers and Ine

Feilbergs photographs here are probably the earliest

wat’ images of Malaysia They were probably taker

Street where much of the lighting toak place, and 4

do nor show any action early war photogr

f the b ) vement and long exposures'. they are
still a potent reminder ol a histoncal event the volunteers i the
maotley al uniforms and large old-fas wil firearms, the

spiked bamcades and the empry street behind

I Loading citizens meet during The Great Pemang Riots (ANM)
2 Roadblock a Armenvan Street (ANM)

1 Roudblock during the rioty (ANM)

4 Volunteers at ye Sin Lt General Store (ANM)

§ Valunseers during the riots (ANM)




TROUNLE IN PARADISE: PENANG'S GREAT RIOT 1867
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PERAK UPRISINGS

never have happened i the British had not reversed their policy

of non-intervention after the conclusion of the Pangkor Treaty in
1874 Jan

es WW Birch, the British Resident appointed in Perak,

was not supposed 1o meddle in Malay customs. But in 1875, less

than a

sth 10t the job, he began a campaign to limit the amount

of taxes collected by teri

ral chiefs without compensation and was

assassinated on the banks of the Perak River at Pasir Salak.

Fearing a major rebellion, the British overreacted

Remforcements were brought in from as far away as Hong Kong and

Indhia, an

proceeded up the Perak River. Newspaper correspondents
were despatched t Malaya for the five-month engagement. The

woodeuts and

red in The Nustrated

vings that

P
London News (4) on 26 February 1876 were [rom sketches done in

inst such superior military

3 nt but bricf episodes of rebellion
Frustrated by what was b

| Ross L

0 be a drawn-out conflict, British

Brigadicr Ge hed an anack on Kota Lama where the

andl fierce resistance by the Malays resulted in
unnecessary castialties, provoking concern in the British press

1 was all over by March 1876 when the Maharaja Lela, who
ed. In 1877
whom the British had signed the Pangkor

ned Birch irder, was arrested ai

exec

tan Abdullah, wit

d i the murder and exiled to the Seychelles

Treaty, was unpl

along with other Malay chiefs whe

yed a part in the uprising,

Since Independence, however, these Malay leaders have become

revered as early nanonali ind Birch has becon

¢ a symbol of

imperialist repression
In a strange twist of fate. some of the oldest surviving

photographs of Perak were taken by Birch the year before his

murder It must have

en quite an undertaking to have brought

the bulky camera and darkroom equipment o far upriver, These

gratny, somewhat damaged prints are not only indicative of the

difficult conditions, but are lso unique historical documents
showing many of the main locations along the Perak River, and the
uch

v Ab

major players

] WW Birch, EA. Swettenham, Captain

Speedy and St ah and his followers

1 British forces at Bukis Gantang, Perak, 1875 (ANM)

2 Sultun Abdullah of Peruk and his followers, Bazak Rabit, 1874 (ANM)
3 Swettenham and Birch ar Blanja, Perak River, 1874 (ANM)

4 Expedition against the Malays: View of the Encampment, 1876

S An interesting growp at Kuials Kangsar in 1875 (ANM)

6 British officisls a Bandar Babru (Perak) in September 1875

7 Swestenham and Birch on the Revident’s boat at Blanja, 1874 (ANM)




TR

A s the denmand lor un in the mid-19th century ncreased, so
£ X0 dud the revenues made from . which led 10 growng

competition betweer the Malay chiels for tn-nch termtones. In
time, this resulted 0 succession disputes which eventually led to
Bnnsh mterventon. I Selangor. the Brtsh apenly supported Tunku

n

Kudin, Sultan Abdul Samads sonn-Taw. when he lought
of Klang (1867-71) hy hombarding Kuala

sultan Abdul &

Mahdi ov

rn 1871 Al Kuala

mad

Wt whe

obtain acceptance

y eng inboat iplom

ent and made Tunk

f a Hnitish Re

In Sunger Uy ublems arose i 187 3 wth the succession of

the Dato Klana He commanded far less power than the Dato

Bandar, who was controlling the unes: Awun the Britsh made

knnown therr nd supported the Dato Klana, who accepted
R her

Batish leared a general uprng although i did not happen

hostilities broke oun i oppositon, the

wlent iny ret il

s at Terachi Paron a

However, there were some fierve engage

the Bukit Pt Pass, with as many casuales as the Perak campaign

The end result was predictably the acceptance of @ Bt Resident
ger Ujong, the Largest part of shat 15 now Negen Sembilar
These events were important enough to be cavered—albeit

one-sidedly—n The Hlstrated London News As well. some of the

hs of Ni lan and Selangor

Ser

cathiest surviving phe

ies These include views of Sultan

date from these historic t

Abdul Samad's residence at Kuala Langat. Selangor (6%, 4 group
photograph of hun and his stafl a his later teadence at Jugr (7
the Dato KL

house with Captan Murray (the fir

i House at Sunger Ufoge (2) and his Minanghabau

dent) (4 as well as the

carliest views of Sri Menant, Negert Sembilan
HMS Rinaldo bombarding Selangor, 1871

Reridence of the Duto Klana. Sunges Upong, ¢. 1874 (ANM)

Raja Bot’s howse at Lukus, 1874 (ANM)

The Diato Dagang’s howse at Sri Menanti. 1874 (ANM)

The Police Station ar Sri Menanti, 1874 (ANM)

Revidence of Sultan Abdul Samad of Sclangor at Langaz, 1875 (ANM)

* Sultan Abdul Samad of Selangor and his council waff, . 1856

ot



INTERVENTION IN SELANGOR AND NEGERL SEMBILAR,
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TAIFING AND TIN TOWNS

n Perak folklore, tin was first discovered in the Larut valley in
1848 by the Malay nobleman, Long Jaafar, when a runaway
elephant returned home streaked with tin ore. Beginning in
Kelian Pauh (later known as Taiping) and then Kelian Bhara
(now Kamunting), his successful mining enterprise and that of
his son Ngah Ibrahim were backed by Chinese merchants in
Penang and worked by imported coolies. Encouraged by his
success, miners poured in and by 1874 the Larut district had
40,000 miners, most of whom belonged 1o one of the two different
secret socictics—the Hakka Hai San and the Cantonese Ghee
Hin—who spent 1861 10 1874 fighting over control of the Larut
mines. This gave the British reason to intervene, which resulted in
the Pangkor Treaty. Included in the treaty was the Chinese
agreement in which leaders of both societies undertook
responsibility 1o maintain peace.

Taiping became the centre of British administration in Perak,
and grew from a rough mining community into a prosperous lown
in the 18805. It boasts some of the earliest, stll surviving public
buildings such as the jaul (2) and the museum (7), and the first

railway station (6) to serve Malaysia’s first line that ran from

Taiping to Port Weld (now Kuala Sepetang).

Other i towns, such as Kamunting, lagged far behind in
progress, as the photograph of an clephant (¢ 1890) in the main
street indicates (4). while Ipoh, later to replace Taiping in

importance, was sull a minor trading centre,

1 “View of the Church and Street Scene, Taiping’, c. 1890

2 Convicts and seaff of Taiping Gaol. 1890 (ANM)

3 “The Residency Hill. Taiping, 18901

4 Mutin sireet of tin-rich Kamunting, shoswing the main form of transpert
at the time, by elephant, ¢. 1890 (ANM)

5 A Chinese opencast mine near Taiping, c. 1906

6 Malaysia’s firs railway station, Taiping, 1885 (ANM)

7 Taiping Museum shortly afier it was built in 1886 (ANM)
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10 Kuala Lumpur, Selangor, 1554

1 Yap Ab Loy’s howse in Market Square. c. 1884

2 Kuala Lumpur, c. 1894; the Secretariat buslding wss Liter built betuen
the river and the roud in the foreground (ANM)

§ Views of Ko Lumpar acrons wiacs s s part of Daetarn Merrdedi 1830 (ANM)

4 Vietw of the Padang with the old clubbouse (right), 1891 (AN

S A Malay village. 1850+ (AN

6 Promme

feuts of Kualis Liumpur, 1884










HATPENINGS IN BORNEO

he earliest surviving photographs of Kuching were probably
aken by

August Sachtler, a German photographer who
spectalised in panoramas and took an expedition to Sarawak in
1864, Early shophouses and attap huts crowded the townside bank
of the Sarawak River, while the Astana, the home of the Rajah of
Sarawak, was on the opposite bank. At that time, the Astana was.
still the residence of James Brooke, who died in England in 1868
sed

his uncle’s zeal for acquinng new termitonies. His plan to acquire

James was succeeded by his nephew, Charles, who posse:

the Baram River region was initially thwarted by Charles Lee
Moses. the US consul in Bruner, who had acquired the lease of the

Baram and much of today’s Sabah. Moses later sold it to Baron von

Overbeck, an Austrian adventurer, supported by Alfred Dent, a
British merchant. who then made annual payments to both the
Sultan of Brunet and the Sultn of Sulu.

In 1881, the British North Borneo Company was founded in
Londaon with Dent (who had bought out Overbecks share) as a
major sharcholder. 1t was officially a private concern but was
unoffictally backed by the British government—this became
evident when a British warship was sent to dissuade the
Philippines from rasing their flag at Sandakan, the capital of
North Borneo until after World War 11 There was a tobacco boom
from the late 18805 10 the carly 90s. but it later collapsed. The
Brinsh North Borneo Company suffered from lack of income and

infrastructure and imposed unpopular taxes that eventually

brought about a rebellion which lasted from 1895 to 1905,
Meanwhile, Charles Brooke linally acquired the nights over
Baram. The Brookes actively discouraged large-scale Western

com

nercial activities and so Sarawak’s cconomy was largely reliant
ccond half of the 19th
1 major export and by the late 1880s,

on its trade with Singapore dunng the

century. Antimony was

Sarawik was producing half of the worlds output of sago flowr.
Labuan, which had high expectations at its cession to Britain
n 1846, b

failed 1o prosper. In 1890, it was handed ta the
British North Borneo Company. who in turn gave it back in 1905

1 A village in North Borneo, etching, 1881

Euching inscribed ‘Coaling Jetty," Victoria, Labuan, 1888

Eiching of Sandakan, North Borneo, from Government House, 1887
“Bridge behind the Town', Victoria, Labuan, 1888

One of the carliest photographs of Kuching Town, Sarawak, c. 1864
Interior of Buram Fors, Sarawak, 1901

Fishing on the Baram River, Sarawsak, 18805

8 A Dayak group, Sarawak, 1880¢
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nculturalists

T ambier i almost unknown today but Malay ag

Thad tong culnsaed thas plant and used 1t i tanmsg leather

before Temenggony thrahim. ol

ors tuler opened up the s

the 1405 10 Chinese comiie | tarm:

chhad un owe of Land

i Smgapore The land grants by the Temengong dllowed the

Chinese to Larm the Lind for gambier and pepper while sull

g the Malavs

ipate 1n the econon

By IR70. there were thousands of gambier a

epper

plantanans. for both crops grew well togetbier Pepper and gambier

were the major contributors to Johurs ccononic success m the

rests that covered

second half of the 19th century. The vas

o Per

sular Malaysia and Borneo were Togged as Lands were

cleared for plantations and the nm

for building or lue

particularly in the gamber

Coffee w nother ¢

Iy crop that was expected t do well

but Brazils compeniuver

ess Later affected prices which fluciuated
wildly during the 19th century. The East India Company had

1 of Penang beconting a great spice producer. but while

nutmeg thived, there was never enough Lind for it W be a major

ctop Other early crops included tea and copra (dned voconut
These carly crops. as well as oprum monopolies. were the major
soutce of mcome untl tin and rubber took over

I Plansatson coobier, 1870: (ANM)

2 Clearing the forevts wear Mount Ophir, Melaka, 1893

3 Pulling tomber out of the jungle. 1850 (ANM)

4 Picking pepper on 4 Jobor plantation. ¢. 1890 (ANM)

5 Covonut plantation near Ayer luam, Pemang, c. 1867 (ANM)

6 Labourers on rubber extate, Sunger Siput, Perak. 1890, (ANM)

7 Plantation bowse in Penang, 18600 (ANM)
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CHANGING TIMES




THE MALAYS

In her book, The Golden Chersonese: Travels in Malaya in 1879,
Lsabella Bird gave the following account of Malaysias dominant

ethnic group in the late 19th century: The Malays undoubredly

must be numbered among civilised peoples. They live in houses
They are well clothed ... a settled and agricultural people

skilful in some of the ans; the upper classes are to some extent

educated; they have a literature .. and they have possessed for

centuries systems of government and codes of land and maritime

laws, which _... show a considerable degree of enlightenment

Their religion, laws, customs, and morals are bound up together
The pilgrimage to Mecca is the universal object of Malay

ambition. They ... keep the fast of Ramadhan, wear rosaries of

beads, observe the hours of prayer ... provide for the “religious
welfare” of their villages, circumeise their children, offer buffaloes
in sacrifice ... build mosques everywhere, regard Mecea as the
holy city, and the Koran .. as the rule of faith and practice.

Early photographs of Malays are rare, and pethaps the carliest

surviving images date from K. Feilbergs photographs of Penang’s
population in the 1860s (4 and 5). The identities of the sitters are
unknown, The photographer of the Malay penghulu (chiefs) and
their headmen (6), dating from the 1870s or 80s, is unknown, but
the well-dressed sitters are obviously men of importance

Simply entitled "Mosque, Penang), the single-siory building
with minarets on each corner (7) was probably the first Kapitan
Kling Mosque built by Indian Muslims in 1801, 1t was replaced at
the wm of the century with the building that still stands today.

s whereabouts unknown, the Malay Court of Justice (3) offers
a rare ghimpse into Malay lifc and fashions, when cloth headgear
and traditional outhts were still worn
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CHANGING TIMES

here had been for centuries small trading communities of

nese residing in Malaysia, notably in the Straits
Settlements, but their numbers remained constant until the

opening of the tin mines in the mid-19th century, when immigrant

coolies began to significantly alter the demograpl
In the 1670s they were remarked upon by Isabella Bird as

having the same customs, dress and habits as the Chinese in

Canton, except that they had given up the ‘barbarous custom of
crushing the feet of girls'. At that time they still wore traditional

Ching

e garments and had their hair in a queue. Bird differentiated
between the Babas, or Straits Chinese who were born in the

Straits, and the immigrant Chinese, or Sinkehs. She also, rather
prophetically, noted that ‘the Chinese promise to be in sort the

ulers of the

raits’

commercia
The earliest photographs of Chinese in the Straits Settlements
date from the Lute 1860s. They include a Chinese woman holding

a fan, standing beside 2 carved blackwood table that supports an

ional robes

claborate fvory carving (2) and a seated couple in tr
(7). The group photographs, a group of distinguished Chinese (1),
members of the Cheng Hong Kok Club (5), and the man (Tan

Choon Bock) and child (Tan Keong Aun) (6) are all of Melaka

Straits Chinese and date from the 1880s

emontal attire is

The Chinese gentleman in Manchu ce
Yap Loong Hin (8), the eldest son of Yap Chee Ying (better
known as Yap Ah Shak), the Kapitan Cina of Kuala Lumpur who
succeeded Yap Ah Loy in 1885

Photographs of street hawkers (3 and 4) provide a unique

mpse of thelr dress and goods. They are rare [rom the early
decades of photography, the ones here were probably taken in

Taiping in 1886
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UROPEAN LIFESTYLES

Iy was a privileged though often lonely existence, but the early

tish colomals in the Straits Settlements and the Malay

ates

quick in creating the
est

her ways it was unique. House styles

r own lifest

le. It was in some ways

similar to what they

blished in other tropical countries
such as India. but in

combined Malay, English and Indian features. The close proximity

of hills saw the birth

{ the hill station, a cool retreat from the

humid lowlands whers Europeans could regain their health

without having 1o resort 1o a long s

voyage home

Vanously known as Gov

ment Hill or Great Hill, Penang
Hill was the firat

se hill stations, and was also a well-known

tourtst destnanion. Rick

Hotel Bath Es:

haws ferried visitors to the Alexandria

blishment in Waterfall Road (3), and then by sedan

chair carmed by coolies up the winding trail (sull a popular

walking path today’ 1o anc of the picturesquely sited bungalows.
The carliest photographs of Penang Hill were taken in the late

18605 and show Penang’s leadir

Europeans at the Crag hotel (6)
In the 1860s, bur

salows suill had auap roofs and large airy

verandas shaded by chick blinds, but the houses built in the 1890s
on Maxwell Hill ah
hull s

¢ Taiping (4), the second-oldest of Malaysia's

tions. have hip roofs made of zinc, and are the forerunners

lack-and-white style that sull
rs Hill

Popular pursuits at that time includ

at Cameron

Highlands and Fra:

horse-racing (5),
shooting (8) and hunting, which evidently was not only a

European affair, as can be seen in the photograph here (7)

1 Government convulescent bungalow on Penang Hill, 18605 (ANM)

2 Loch Lomond. a Exropean residence on Penang Hill, . 1867 (ANM)

3 Alexandria Hotel Bath Eitablishment, Penang, c. 1867

4 “The Hut' and Mr and Mrs Treacher, Maxaeell Hill, 1890 (ANM)

5 Crouds at the horse races, Penang, 1867-69 (ANM)

6 Picnic party ar the Crag Hotel. Penang Hill, 18605 (ANM)

7 Shooting party in Kedah: Sultan Abdial Hamid Halimubah of Kedah and
Frank Suettenham, (laser 10 become Governor), (standing at right), with
Raja Muda Abdul Aziz. the younger brother of the Sultan, (seased in
frant), 1889 (ANM)

8 Europeans at the Rifle Range, Taiping, 18901 (ANM)

9 The Crag Hotel, Penang Hill, as seen from the stais, c. 1867 (ANM)







CHAPTER 3

THE COLONIAL JEWEL
1896-1914

n 1896, the year this chapter begins, a new millennium was

approaching. As the 19th century drew to a close, some

prophesised doom and apocalyptic events—which later
became a reality for Europe with the outbreak of World War 1 in
191+4. But most saw the dawn of the 20th century with optimism
born of the cult of modernity that thrived in the high machine age.
There was a spirit of confidence, idealism and, it appeared, more
unknown territories to be explored.

In 1896, Selangor, Perak, Negeri Sembilan and Pahang united
to form the Federated Malay States (FMS). Although the full
significance of this event only became apparent later, it marked
the beginning of the centralised federal system of government and
the rise of Kuala Lumpur, its capital. ‘Progress’ was the key word
of this era. and with it came the formation of British Malaya,
which comprised the Straits Seutlements, the Federated Malay
States. and later. the Unlederated Malay States (UMS) of Kedah,
Perlis, Kelantan. Terengganu and Johor. But as history buffs know,
it is usually at the height of imperium that the fall begins, and so
it happened for the British. At the turn of the millennium they
were masters of the world: although they did not realise it, the
start of World War 1 signalled the end of their supremacy.

In a parallel history, photography was also undergoing great
changes. With painters veering away from realism into
impressionism and modernism. photographers became the
chroniclers of technology and progress. The drawbacks of the wet
collodion process and its associated travelling darkroom had been
resolved with the use of gelatin dry plates in the 18805, giving
photographers greater mobility. And with the spotlight on Malaya,
they saw commercial potential in documenting the world’s largest
tin reserves, the rise of the rubber industry, the lush scenery, and
the fascinating people and cultures.

There were also better transport options with the growth in
railways. As The Hlustrated London News reported in 1912 (rather
optimistically considering later advances): ‘Improved methods of
locomotion have annihilated space.’

But photography also had its highs and lows. In the last years
of the 19th century, the photographic firm G.R. Lambert & Co

was in great demand and was called upon to record every grand

83

official event in Malaya, from the spectacular annual gatherings of
the rulers, known as Durbars, to the historic visit of the British
High C Sir John And
and Kelantan in 1909 when Siam relinquished control over the

10’ Kedah, Terengganu

northern states to Britain. This era was also the heyday of the

professional pt hic studio as reprod

ds began
to flood the market. Amateurs were encouraged to take up the
thods of ph
Small carte de visite portraits, about the same size as a calling card,
began the
move (that still continues today) from walls into albums.

P

h
p

challenge when easier were developed

fachionabl

were also b

" h
2 and photography

Other inventions arrived, such as the stercoscope, a binocular
apparatus that produced a three-dimensional image from two

I |
I Braf

taken 1

ly from slightly different angles
with a special camera and mounted side by side on a card. In
these days of visual and sensory overload, it is difficult to
imagine the kind of enthusiasm that saw the stereoscope
become a popular drawing-room entertainment. Created by
Parisian opticians, it caused a sensation when it was exhibited
at the London’s Great Exhibition in 1851. As the French poet
Charles Baudelaire wrote: ‘Thousands of eyes were bent avidly

over the holes in the stereoscope, which were like skylights onto

2 e
! S\ Yl
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aont Reud though @ Malay ', taken from a stercoscopic postcand of Penang, 1907,
#ActsG race Klengrothes photograph of Penangs Weld Quay taken in 1906 was used tn publications
of the Malay States Department Agency to publicise the country to the outside world
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infinity’. However, stercoscopic posteards soon disappearcd and

of the few examples of this quirky invention that remain, two

show Malaya in the 1900s: freight being loaded nto a natve
bullock cart at Penangs port (below right) and an idyllic road
through a Malay village (sce page 83)

European photographic firms were prominent during this era,
although the identities of the photographers remain unknown
However, local assistants had been working with photographers
since the 1860s when John Thomson trained ‘two Madras men’ as
his printers and assistants. The Chinese had ‘refused to lend
themselves 1o such devilry'. However, by the 1890s there were
Chinese-run photographic studios in Kuala Lumpur and Penang
rivalling the European firms

A large number of the photographs in this chapter were taken
by Charles ]
Lambert & Co. in Singapore and headed their branch in Medan,

Kleingrothe, a German who worked for G.R

Sumatra from 1888 to 1889. He formed Kleingrothe and Stafthell
in 1889 and remained there until 1898, when he worked alone
until his departure in 1915 His exhaustive travels throughowt
British Malaya in the early 1900s resulted in the production of his
celebrated portfolio Malay Peninsula in 1907, from which many of
the photographs here originate

Where and what Kleingrothe chose to focus his lens on
probably had to do with commercial more than aesthetic ends,

although there is no doubting the latter, as can be seen in some of

his exquisite studies of scenery, particularly on the mountainous
trail to Pahang. But it was the new streets and buildings of towns
such as Kuala Lumpur, Taiping, Ipoh, Batu Gajah, Teluk Anson
(now Teluk Intan) and Seremban, that had grown rich on tin, as
well as the royal towns such as Klang and Kuala Kangsar and their
new palaces that captured much of his attention. His coverage of
the tin industry provides a fascinating look at the machinery that
revolutionised the business, as well as the despoliation of the
environment. something that was never considered in an era of
relentless commercial expansionism. The old was eliminated 10
make way for the new.

This was also the era of change in transport. Created primartly

to serve the mines and later the plantations, the railways stretched

from Butterworth to Johor Bahru by 1909. By 1914, work had
begun on the lines to Kuala Lipis in Pahang and Alor Star in
Kedah. Motor transport was also making inroads, particularly in
the lilestyles of the rulers and the colonial ¢lite. Riding in a sedan
chair to a hill station was pass¢. Taking a dnve through the
country hecame popular and with it came the emergence of new
leisure spots such as Dusun Tua, a hot spring on the outskirts of
Kuala Lumpur, and the sca resort at Port Dickson

Photographers began journeying o the UMS. Some of them

were professionals, such as August Kaulfuss, who was recorded in

anie e

fretgit heimg



Twenticth Century Impressions of British Malaya (1908) as having
‘raversed on foot the whole of the Malay Peninsula’. He was based
in Penang and was also the official photographer for the Sultan of
Kedah. In 1909, a photographer from G.R. Lambert & Co.

travelled to Kelantan and Terengganu and captured some of the

carliest views of these two cast coast states and their rulers. Then
in 1912, an amateur photographer in an official government party
which made an exploratory trip to Pahangs interior, took what are
probably the earliest photographs of the Tembeling region and

what is now Taman Nega

a

Photography was also a type of propaganda, extolling the
benefits of British rule, but rarely affording a look at the other
side. In depicting everyday life, photographers turned their

cameras to the picturesque. as do most commercial practitioners

today. This was the golden age of divide and rule, and Malay:
plural society was already being stereotyped by photographers
Timeless Malay kampongs Tringed by palms were a favourite
theme, as were elephants, which were then still used for transport
as well as ceremonies. Chinese temples were depicted, but rarely
their dwellings. The Indians were photographed steering bullock
carts and tapping rubber. As the French planter-author Henri
Fauconnier wrote on his arnval: ‘Learning that the Malays were
Mahommedans 1 had set sail for a sart of Algena, but had landed
in a Chinese city. Since my arrival 1 had hved in India. And
suddenly 1 lind myself in Polynesia

Although socio-cconomic conditions have to be discerned
{rom the margins of most of these phatographs, the camera does
dressed coolies and insubstantial housing

not e The poorly
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COLONIAL JEWEL

Street sene i Kuala Lumpus, carly 19003 A mix of races can be seen as well as two types of

transport, the old fashiomed rickshaw und a new-fangled bieycle. (ANM)

expose the differences between the lifestyles of the Europeans,
the ruling clite, and the wealthy Chinese on one hand, and
those of the rest of the population on the other. But this
inequality was not what people wanted to see in postcards,
and
European photography, little of it has survived from tm of

although social realism was already a genre in

the century Mala

What really excited both the general public and academia,
however, were photographs and books featuring exotic new
peoples and their lifestyles. From the outset, photography,
colonial conquest and the infant discipline of ethnography were
inextricably linked, and the new medium was the perfect solution
for anthropologists who wished to compile a comprehensive
collection of all the world’s races. Many colonial administrators
were amateur naturalists and ethnologists, but none was quite
so diligent as Charles Hose, author and photographer of Pagan
Tribes of Borneo (1912) and Natural Man (1926), who served in
awak for two decades from the 1880s. Much of his writings

Sa

may appear paternalistic and Eurocentric today, but his

photographic record of Sarawak’s ethnic peoples is not only
unique, it is even more appreciated now when so much of

Borneo's traditional lifestyles have been lost.



THE COLONIAL JEWEL

W'hrn Kuala Lumpur became the caputal of the Federated
Malay States in 1896, the old tin town transformed uself

with a butlding spree, the results of which are stikingly evident i

funng that ume 1t was an inspired

the photographs taker

on to create the new government buildings i Islamic sty

1 Abdul Sa

cent Secretanat, now Bangunan Su

10 1897 and 1 sull the caputals mast imptessive histonc

building with its arched colonnades, copper domes and 40-metre

clock tower Other build ollowed i similar styles m Juo4
the Town Hall (now & courthouse ), i 1905, the FMS Ratlway

Building. in 190¢ Selangor Museum ater destroyed by

hombs dunng World War 110 1907, the General Post Olfice
now a courthouse) in 1909 Jamek Mosque and in 1911 the

Ratlway St

ton

Klemgrothes photographs of Kuala Lumpurin 1907 show

much of this grand new archuecture and the wade. paved streets of

the government quarter on the west side of the nver By then

cameras could record movement wathout blurnng, and although

tratfic ts sparse, his view of the rilway bridge actoss Jalan Raja

shows nickshaws, bullock carts and bicycles, as well as good:
in the yards where the Dayabumi complex now stands Then, as it

an Merdeks) was

still 1s today, the Padang (now known as D,

en the chosen place for festvities and official events.

1 The Selangor Museum, phatographed rhortly after its construction in 1906

2 ‘Hotel Railussy Station, Kusla Lumpur ' c. 1915

3 Pblic offices under comstruction. 1897 (ANM)

A Jamek Mosque, busls in 1909 at the junction of the Gombak and Klang
rivers. . 1910

5 View from the Iolice Depot with the Selangor Club in the foreground, ¢. 1910

6 Government offices, Sultan Abdul Samad Buslding c. 1906

7 The Municipaliry building, now Town Hall, c. 1906

FOLLOWING MGES

1 Panorumic view of Kuala Lmpur; this seas photographed just before the
opening of the new government buildings seen in the background, c. 1897

2 The FMS Railusey Buslding with marshalling grounds in 1906 before the
new Railusay Station was built

3 A view of Kuala Lumpur and its erroundings, 1905-10 (ANM)

4 A parade of matorcars along Jalan Raja during the Coronation festivits
King George V' and Queen Mary. Kuala Limpur. 1911 (ANM)
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THE OTHER KUALA LUMFUR

rom the beginning, commerce was always centred on the east
bank of the Klang River, in the streets that formed Chinatown.

in the revamp of Kuala Lumpur that began in the 1880s, the once

pest

of brick shophouses—some of which still survive— fronted by

five-fos

tial' hub of mud and attap huts was transformed into rows

ways to keep pedestrians off the roads
Trade was centred around the old Market Square (Medan
Pasar) while Petaling Street was then n

named Monte Carlo for
its gambling and nightlife, including registered brothels, Next to
Chinatown. along the embankment known as the Benteng and
between Market Street (now Lebuh Pasar Besar) and Java Street
(now Jalan Tun Perak), were the great trading houses such as
Chow Kit & Co., John Little & Co., and the Straits Trading
Company. which were among the few places where colonials and
the locals mingled

Kuala Lumpurs tag as a ‘garden city’ was remarked upon by
the author of the first guidebook to the Federated Malay States
(FMS) (1910): ‘The whaole of the English quarter of Kuala Lumpur
is one garden.” The establishment of the Public G

dens, later
renamed Lake Gandens, was proposed by Alfred Venning, chairman
of the Sanitary Board, in 1888. It was officially opened the
following year al

 the lake was created by damming Sungei Bras
Bras. But it took a decade befo

c all 173 acres of former jungle
were tamed into the views sen here. Vennings idea of ‘a place of
healthful recreation and relaxation for the public’ became a reality.
The surrounding hills were developed into a residential area for
the expatriate burea

cy The grandest residence, ‘Carcosa’, was
built 1n 1897 as the home of the Resident General of the FMS. lis
first occupant was Sir Frank Swettenham and successive colonial
chiefs occupied it until it was returned to the nation in 1986,

1 Jalan Ampang, c. 1910

2 Pecaling Street, 1890

3 The Padang during a flood in 1902; floods were an annual afficir in Kuala
Lumpur until the Klang River was straightened in 1928 (ANM)

4 Outdoor scene at the Kuala Lumpur market, c. 1900

5-6 The Public Gardens (later Lake Gardens), with the Residency ‘Carcora’
on the bill in the background (5) ¢. 1905 (ANM)

7 Malay children in cither Jalan Ampang or Kampeng Raww, the Malay
quarter off Malay Street, 1908-10 (ANM)

8 Lake Club Avenue in the Public Gardens (later Lake Gardens) (ANM)

FOLLOWING PAGES

Market Street Bridge. built in 1890, leading to Holland Road with Chow

Kit & Ca, 1o the right, ¢. 1906
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THE ROYAL DURBAR

fter the Federated Malay States (FMS) were established in 1896,
A.. meeting of the State Rulers was held one year later. The
Durbar, as 1t was called, was a peniodic conference held for the rulers
10 discuss matters pertaining to religion, customs and subjects
relevant to the Malays, However, it was a conference merely in name,
as little was discussed between the ceremonies and leisure activities
that included elephant rides to a nearby waterfall for picnics.

GR Lambert & Co. was hired to record these unique events.
The first Durbar (14-17 July 1897) took place at the Istana
Negara, th

ew residence of Sultan Idris in Kuala Kangsar, Perak
It was chosen as the venue because of the great esteem the British
had for the Sultan of Perak. The second Durbar (20 July 1903)
was held at a specially constructed pavilion in the Lake Gardens,
Kuala Lumpur. At this Durbar, Sultan Idris openly opposed the
centralisation of power in the FMS and suggested more Malays be
employed in the public service. Negeri Sembilans ruler also
proposed that Malay be made the official linguage but the

Resident-General disagreed. It was to be more than 50 years before

this was 10 be realised at Independence

1 At the first Durbar in Kuala Kangsar, 1897 (seased lefi to right): Hugh
Clifford (Resident of Pabang), J.1! Rodger (Resident of Selangor), Sir Frank

Swettenham (Residens-General), Sultan Abmad of Pabang, Sultan Abdsul

Sumad of Selangor, Sir Charles Mitchell (British High Commissioner),

Sultan Idris of Perak. Tuanku Mubammad the Yang di-Pertuan Besar of

Negeri Sembilan and W.H, Treacher (Residen of Perak)

Tuanku Mubammad of Negeri Sembilan and other chicfs, Federal

Conference, 1903

Sir Frank Swetienham, Governor of the Straits Settlements and High

Commissioner for the FMS, with Sultan Ldris of Perak at the Durbar, 1903

A garden party during the firit Durbar, Kusla Kangsar, 1897 (ANM)

Interior of the Conference Hall, Kuala Lumpur, 1903

Interior of litana Negars, Kuala Kangiar, 1897

Iitana Negara, Kuala Kanguar, 1897

~

NE TR



THE o« AL JEWEL

T': wries ol views reseals the beatity of the selange
countryside that susrounded Kuala Lampur some of the

marks are sl recomisable. such as the himesione hulls bebind

Ul Rhang and the old meral bradge at Pusun Tua, but much of the
lush segeranon of the Jowlands was Cleared

Wheen the lirst motorGars arnved, the minont
atlordd theny 1 tanps ta nears beatity spors, st as th

atchment onr i the ills above Ul Klang that was built i

apply the growing town with 4 regular water supply

Anuther routing wis 1o Do T, Jocated just vutside
Kitala Lumpur i the upper reaches of the Langar River vlles
Ak CW Hare of An Mllusty the
Fede v States 1t a delightsome 5 Wt
dlfowed wpstream Trom the hot springs s the water comes dowr

rystallea

trom the hills

B then, Ratn Caves (79 were already an anracion. ut belor
i became a cente for Hindu warship, the caves could
reached by a dithicult trek through the junle

I Henrt Fauconnser's Howse of Palms
2 Bungilow at Dusun T near the bot springs, c. 1908 (ANM)

3 Viewsng pailion ar the reserverr on Ul Langat, 1908 (ANM)

4 Scenery around Kuala Lumpur, 1908 (ANM)

S The bridge ever the Lamgat River, Duswn T, <. 1908 (ANM)

6 Duay trippers and an eurly motorcar ut Dusun Tua, c. 1908 (ANM)
* Barw Caves. c. 1906

8 View of Klang Gaze, 1908 (ANM)
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SELANGOR SULTANATE AND ROYAL KLANG

lang was the first capital of Selangor, which had originated
I(\\uh aland grant from the Melaka Sultanate in the 15th
century. By the mid-18th century, Bugis noblemen had established

e at Kuala Selangor. After civil wars,
subsequent British intervention and the incorporation of the state
into the Federated Malay States (FMS), Selangor grew so
prosperous on ts tin and rubber that in 1912 it was reported to be
one of the richest states in the world for its size.

The British tried to g

ultan Abdul Samad (. 1857-98) 10
move to Ki

+ Lumpur but his preferenice was to remain in the old
capial at Ju

and it was there that his grandson Sultan Alaeddin
Suleiman Shah (r. 1898-1938) succeeded him. A year later,

however, th

¢ latter moved from the wooden pa

ace

t Jugra, built
in the traditional Matay style. 1o an elaborate new brick palace in
Klang, built for him by the state government. An eclectic blend of
Moorish and European styles, the palace was a favourite subject
for many pt phers. Unfi ly it was demolished in 1958

for the palace that now stands in its place

Although a small port had been in existence at Klang for
centuries, upriver travel to Kuala Lumpur, which 1ok three days,

only began in the 16505 This journe:

was cut to 45 minutes when
the railway linic opened i 1886, When the lin

¢ to Port Swettenham

(Pont Klang) was completed in 1900, inland Selangor, and its
rapidly

panding rubber industry in particular, reaped the benefits

However, overnight journe

Singapore by Straits Steamship

Company vessels proved popular. The port became even busier afier

the opening of new wharves for ocean-going vessels in 1914

1 Port Swctsenham, Klang, with  Straits Steamship Company vewel in part,
1906

2 Dustallation of Sultan Abseddin Sulciman Shab at Iitana Jugra, 1898 (ANM)

3 A Malay mosque, Klang, c. 1900

4 Paluce of Sultan Alueddin Sulciman Shah, Klang, 1906
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i
cl like Kwala Kangsa better than any place that | have been at in

spottionately sormet to leave ', wrate lsabella

and ar

Bird of Peraks royal capital in 1879 Kuala K.

gsar
envihle seting at the bend of the Perak River from where the

distant mountaims could be seen

Hird also met ‘Rajah Dris’, who hecame Sultan 1dns in 1887

and was a popular and capable ruler unul his death in 1916

became

upporter of the Brish, b

1 of the Federated Mal

Although he was onginally

States.

fter the forma

very ¢

nished

(FMS) when state powers were ¢

Sultan Idns” istana (palace) was butlt in 1892 at a cost ol

im the FMS, which the Sultan

$55,000 with substantial funding
tumsell requested through Frank Swettenham, then Resident of
Perak s fu

itional funds 10 cover these costs were hotly dis

shings were European-made and requests lor
3 T

ed in

London However, clms that the building was too grandiose w

later dismissed by Governor Mitchell, who thought that the Sultan

should have a residence comparable to that of the Brtish Resident

However, Kuala Kangsars most famous building 1s not one of s
hustoric residences of palaces. Instead, 1t 15 the Ubudiah Mosque

built by Sultan Idns in 1913-17 with lunding from the Brinsh

adminustration. Construction was delayed when royal elep!
ran amok and broke the matble and new supplies from ltaly were

slow in arrving due to the outhreak of World War | Sadly, Sultan

1dtis died before the mosque was completed, but the enduring

beauty of Peraks royal town owes much 1o this enlightencd ruler

1 The Residency overlooking the Perak River, Kusla Kanguar. ¢. 1906

2 The litana of Sultan ldris of Perak, ¢ 1906

3 Sultan ldris' consort (seated) and noblewomen. 1850 (ANM)

4 The Peruk River at Kuala Kangsar, c. 1906

$ View of Kuala Kumguar, ¢. 1897 (ANM)

6 Sultan Idris (seated) on the eve of bis departure to England to attend the
coromation of King Edwwird VI, 1902 (ANM)

7 Sulsan Idris with bis guards ar Kuala Kengsar, 1897

8§ Ubudiah Mosque, <. 1914
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THE RAILWAYS

he growth of Malayan railways ran parallel with British

political intervention and the expanding tin and rubber
industries. In 1885, the first railway was built from Taiping to Port
Weld (now Kuala Sepetang) for the express purpose of transporting
tin ore 10 @ port for export. By 1896, lines had been built from
Bukit Mentajam to Prai in Province Wellesley, from Enggor to Teluk
Anson (now Teluk Intan), and from Kuala Kubu via Kuala Lumpur
1o Klang, Three years later the line to Port Swettenham (Port Klang)
was completed. In 1891 in Negeri Sembilan, a private company
built a line connecting Seremban with Port Dickson.

When the Federated Malay States (FMS) was formed, a new
master plan was conceived 10 connect the Straits Settlements and
also to open up new areas for agriculture as it was evident that tin
alone could not carry the entire economy. By 1909 the railway ran
from Prai to Johor Bahru. At the outbreak of World War I, lines
were built from Gemas to Kuala Lipis in Pahang (1917) and to
Padang Besar 1o link with the Thai line (1918). Short railway lines
were also built in Sarawak and Labuan, but the most ambitious
line was built in Briish North Borneo, linking Jesselton (Kota
Kinabalu) with Beaufort and Tenom in the interior.

Building the railways was a costly and ambitious undertaking,
The Padang-Rengas Pass outside Taiping and the Enggor Railway
Bridge were major engineening feats. But the terrain was only one
of the difficulties: in 1894, a train outside of Teluk Anson in Perak.
was derailed by a wild elephant who fatally charged it in defence
of his herd (4).

FACING PAGE Batu Caves Station was on & private railway built 1o service &
quarry, c. 1906

1 Kuala Kubu Railway Station, c. 1903 (ANM)

2 Railway erosing near St Mary's church, Kuala Lumpur, c. 1891 (ANM)
3 Railsway in North Borneo, 1898 (ANM)

4 Train derailed by « wild elephant near Teluk Anson, 1894 (ANM)

5 First railway engine of the FMSR, constructed in 1881 (ANM)
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alays had been mining tin in the Malay Peninsula for at

he

m before the 1 of the 19th century

ed on the |

unsulas wealth of t

Arab traveller re nar

century while the Chinese lirst mentioned it in the |

nd Dutch both soug

The Portuguese o monopolise

I

ncluded treanes

exports, but it was th 1 who successiul
with the Malay chitels of Perak in the 17th and 18th centune

fiscovered tn o the Larut Valley i 848, set

Lot Jaatar, w
1 new trend by secuning capital from Penangs Chinese merchant

and imporing shourers By 1874 there were 0,000

riers i the Lanut disinct. When surface deposits were

9 most Malays stopped mining s only the Chinese and

Europeans hud the resources for the Lirge mining
needed 1o extract nn below the water table In 190
e still labour-mtensive while others swere becoming imcreasingly

raulic elevite

»and gravel pumps

1 A upencast tin mine, ¢ 1906
2 tin
5 A sin mine ar Kampar, ¢ 1906

45 Pudddling and washing works, ¢ 1906

6 Visit of Ser Jahn Andersan, Gavernor of the Straits Setelements, 10 Towokay
Kamunting. Ferak, 1904 (ANM)

wing ut The Gap, wewr Fraser’s Mill, Pabang. ¢ 1906

N boo Bee's 1in man

* Chinese water clevator, . 1906
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THE TOWN OF EVEKLASTING PEACE

enowned in the early days for fierce fighting between nval
Rnn-mmmg factions, Taiping finally lived up to its Chinese
name—Everlasting Peace’™—in 1896. By 1910, CW. Harrison,
author of An Hlustrated Guide to the Federated Malay States, called
the town “one of the most picturesque in Malaya', with handsome
public offices and streets shaded by angsana (golden rain) trees
that ‘rainled] down in golden snow .. providing a carpet fit fora
Sultan, for yellow is the royal colour in the East’. Its attractions
were listed in the FMS Railways' pamphlet of 1914, and included
“a limpid lake surrounded by public gardens, a race course, a
polo ground, a rifle range, a golf course, a museum, and cricket

and football grounds

Taipings attractions then centred, as they do today, on the
Taiping Lake Gardens, oniginally mining ponds, the waterfall with
its swimmung club, and the resort of Maxwell Hill (Bukit Larug).
Kleingrothe’s photographs of Taiping clearly offered a Eurocentric
viewpoint of the town as the Residency and the club were
porttayed as the centre of town life; the bustling commercial town
was ignored. As Harrisons guidebook put it: The soctal centre of
the English quarter of a town in Malaya is always the recreation
ground and the club overlooking it Many of the buildings such as
the New Club, the Officers” Mess, and the Government Offices still
survive as treasured heritage buildings, and the gardens, shaded by
century-old angsana trees, are even more attractive now.

1 Panoramic view of Tuiping and district, c. 1906

2 King Edward VI School, ¢. 1910

3 Town view and Exropeans, c. 1910

4 Peruk Government Offices <. 1906

S Taiping Lake Gardens, created from former tin mines, <. 1906
6 The New Club and Officers Mess, ¢. 1906
7 The Watefall ¢. 1907
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hest un dep

Wi

ransformed from an ataprooled v

{ poh was

cttlem

town with

e into 4 plar

s with colonn,

t stitcea shaphaous

wide streets

ve huildings in neecla

and grand new admi

o and three S

g with elegant

The streets were lin

h ngs (muany of whic ¢!, shaded by black-and-white
stnpesd chick blinds with modern street and electnany pole
Transport was stll rudimentary, and consisted mamly of nckshaws
puilled by barclont coalies The Padang and the ubiguitous
tubhouse were quicter then with only a bullock cart and a few
pedestrians—a dramatic contrast 1o the busy « s today
Other apidly growing towns in the Kinta Valley were rarely

photographed The photograph ot Gopeng 141, one of the nchest
e on g hell

was taken from the re:

nuning centres at that time

colomai

om Ipoh was the orme

Located 20 kilometres away |

it pardens

Bawu Gagah It wa

sdmimstraton cer
s bl in

adian-style courthouse whict

and s attractive Palls

Idns Lower down the Perak

1892 duning the reign of Sul

tor the

River, Teluk Anson (now Teluk Intan) served a

The towns
d clock

s ¢

mines w the niver was the only access

most lamous structure, even today, 1 1ts pagy
t

d the Leaming Tower of Perak for its oby

tower micks
1 View of Ipoh from the Padang, . 1912

2 The Supreme Cours, [pob, c. 1910

V The Anglo Chinese School. seen bere in the ury 19003, Ipoh

4 Panonumic view of the tin-mining town of Gopeng, Kinta Villey. . 1906
S The Loaning Tower of Prrik’, Teluk Anson, ¢. 1906

6 The courthouse, buslt in 1892 at Barx Gajah, ¢. 1906

7 Inscribed. “Rowd 1o the cares’ . 1906

8 Street sene in Barw Gajah, ¢. 1906

9 Orerlosking the Perak River in Teluk Anson. c. 1906

rOCLOwING MG
Ipobs main thoroughfare, Station Roud, ¢. 1906
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GOLDEN AGE OF COMMERCE: PENANG

e 19th and early 20th centuries, the exploitation

D\m:w_( W

ks tin and the meteoric rise of the rubber industry in

the Peninsula resulted tn Penang becon

3 4 MAjor eXport centre.

A booming sugar industry also contributed to the islands ecanomic
fortunes. Travel time had been significantly reduced by steamships
while communications were revolutionised with the telegraph.

8

In the 1880, there began an enormous land reclamation

project that

i the face of Penang$ waterfront. Weld Quay,
named after FA- Weld, Governor of the Straits Settlements, was

created in front of Beach Road, which in tum was lined by grand

new shippi
1904, Pe

s completed in
e the largest ships afloat and soon
became a major commerctal and tourist port

The new quay was photographed in 1906, the year that

electric trams were introduced. The docks were crowded with
lighters loading and unloading, prau, sampans, and, as Frank
castern boat that swims'

wrote, ‘scores of e

an carly traveller 1o Penang who arrived on a steamer

1n 1906, noticed a multi-ethnic crowd of hawkers and tradesmen

who would hoard the ships as soon s the gangway was lowered

postcards, fruit and cigars; offered money-cha

Ring

services: and even my

ured the tourists for tropical-style suits
It th

luded lecnicity poles and grander

Beach Street was

ntre of commete

and improvements

made since the 1860s

shophouses

1-2 Beach Street, c. 1906

3 Anabaptiste church, ¢. 1880

4 European bungalow, ¢. 1880

5 The Residency, early 1900s

6 Penang Golf Club, carly 19001

7 Penang Club, early 19004

8 Municipal Council Building (now City Hall), ¢. 1906

9 Supreme Court on Light Street, shorsly after its completion in 1906

FOLLORING PAGES
1 Sucttenham Pier shortly affer its completion, ¢. 1906
2 Prai Port, Province Welledley, c. 1906

3 Penang Harbour, c. 1906

4 Weld Quay with newly introduced trams, c. 1906
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)
P.n,umw.m of-the-century boom saw an terease in the
construction of impressive butldings, resulting in 2 new look

s Town Some of the buildings were in the prevailing

an fashion of neo-classical architecture, while others blended

Fast and West inastyle that later became known as Strans Eclectic

The Padang and the Esplanade saw huge improvements

when

d with the tme it v

oy photographed 16 the 1880

1was qust a muddy military feld A waterfront promenade was

oyinent

Ginstructed for the the public The Town Hall was

butlt in the 1880s and improved in 1890 The even grander
Muticipal Council Building tnow City Hall), built in 1900-3

every ather butlding in George Town at that time with its

ornate barogue style The Muntcipal Band Stand and the Penang

wn on the Padang, are no longer The Club was

Sports Club. she

bombed in World War 11, and the cast-iron on the bandstand was

melted down for bullets dun

: the Japanese Occupation

supreme Court was constructed in 1906 on the sie of

the old courthouse in Light Street, while the Victona Memonal

Clock Tower was built in 1897 from funds donated by Cheah

Chen Eok to commemorate Queen Victonas Dumond Ju

nsio;

Many thy St Chinese built grand ma

Penangs golden era, including Penangs first hve-storey residence

that was known as the Chinese Residency (20 Onginally the

ah famuly, 1t was later a b then a school

ressdence of the Ch

s threatened with de

of wrinng wolition

I The Esplanade showing the Iadang, swith the Municipal Council Building,
now City Hall, (right) and the Town Hall (left). ¢. 1906

2 The Chinese Revidency, ¢. 1910

3 Government building. ¢. 1900

4 Engineers’ butitute, ¢ 1910

S The Eastern and Oriental Hotel Annex, ¢ 1910

6 Penang General Hespital. c. 1900

7 The Town Hall facing the Padang. <. 1906

8 Fort Cormwallis with iss original mout and the Victoria Memorial Clock
Tower (centre) in King Eduward Place, <. 1906




Eogieers instouse feaing

E. 0.0, Motel Asses, Penssc

NEO:.CLASSICAL PENANG







GARDENS AND BEACHES: PENANG

Pcrun): appeal as a tourist destination has always depended on
its natural atractions. ‘There are plenty of beautiful drives in
Penang’, wrote the author of the FMS Railways guide in 1914, “But
the incomparable beauty of the drive along the coast towards
Tanjong Bunga, past the Swimming Club, must have special
mention.* Kleingrothes photograph of this idyllic stretch of coast (1)
recorded vistas that are barely recognisable today. A less changed
view, however, is the sweeping vista from the lighthouse at Muka
Head (5). This is still a popular destination for hike
winds through the T
g wild re:

ated in 1884 from the
onginal Wa granite quarry. From the
gardens, a famous trail, once used by sedan-chalr carriers leading
to the summit of Penang Hill 1s sull a popular walking trail.

At the turn of the century, holidays came into vogue
and Penangs northern beaches soon became more popular than
other more traditional inland attractions such as the Botanic
Gardens and the retreats on Penang Hill. The fortunes of the lawer

¢ 19205 alter the lunicular rilway was built

Inscribed "Penang Swimming Club, probubly Tanjung Bunga, c. 1906

1
2 Muka Head. carly 1900s

3 Tanjung Tokong, early 19005

4 Northam Road lined with angsana (golden rain) trees, . 1906
5 View from the lighthouse ur Muka Head, c. 1906

6 Entmance 1o the Botanic Gardens, 1917

7 View from the government bungalow on Penang Hill, . 1906
& A rural scene inscribed Ayer Etam’ (Ayer Hitam), ¢. 1906
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'I-L‘ ne states that make up Negert sembilan were onginally
settled by Minangkabau immugrants i the 1th century

ruler, was St Menantiat the

i Tuan

the next hig ranking
e arcas of Sunger Ljong
lesser Chiels ruled the smaller distras ot Terac 1 Muar
Jempul ar g, Pasit
fowese Jon disputes eventially ¢ sl of the
rledeticy i Sritish 1n vent i 4 and
juently the nt ol a British Resident By 1895 the

ed under the Yam Tuan. Tuanku

Were agaIn ¢

Muhammad, an ingelligent and shrewd leader who ruled Negen

Sembilan from THET 10 1933

Seremban. the states adnunistrative S 0 Sunger

adg

Ujgong. fitst grew m impartance because of ts proximity 1o the un

s I later became the centre of 4 cr-planting distnct

T Kual

a 1910 yuideboak

town was compared t umpa

lthough it suflers somewhat from companson’ because o its

s changed

From S ailiay passe

line to Port Mickson. which functioned both as an export

a health resort ft was 4 90-nuinute train jourmey from

b

and as 1t was ‘one of the rare sand beaches of the Wes

gutdebook recommended a visu f ume can be spared

1 ort Dickson. showing the rusdusy tha led 10 Seremban. . 1906

2 The Ve Tuuan of Negeri Sembilan, Tuanku Mudsammad Shah, wich bis
chicfs and followers, ¢. 1897

3 Saul pouvred fishing flect at Port Dickson beach, 1912 (ANM)

1900 (A

S The Yam Tuan of Negers Sembilan, Tuanks Muhammad, with bis
bodygarddy at the econd FMS Duarbar in Kuala Liompur, 29 July 1903

6 Tiuanmku Mubammad's bodyguards at the second FMS Durbar i Kuala
Lumpur, 1903

* A scimming group at Port Dickson, 1896 (ANM)

& View of Serembun from the resthouse, ¢. 1906

4 The Chiefs of Sunger Ujong,
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MISTORIC MELAKA

1s may come as a surprise to many, especially those caught

up in the wown's infamous traffic jams, but in the early years of

the 20th century, visitors 10 Melaka were able to take a train on the

branch line from Tampin and arrive at Melaka’ railway station,

where the bus station 1s today. From there rickshaws (the preferred

mode of transport because of the narrow streets) conveyed them o

the famaus sights of Malaysia’s oldest town
Historic sights captured by early photographers included

St Peter’s Church, Kampung, Hulu Mosque, Kampung Kling

Mesque, St John's Fort, Sri Poyyatha Vinayagar Moorthi Temple,

the 16th-century St Pauls Church, the 17th-century Stadthuys

and the 18th-century Chnst Church. All these are still recognisable

today, although the waterfront view of the jetty has lang been

buried under acres of § recla

The clock tower in Kleingrothe's photograph of the Town
Square (5 on page 125) 1s described in a 1914 guidebook as ‘of
modern erection but exactly to the design of an ancient Portuguese
clock tower once on that same site”. Modern buildings also mar

the downstream view ol Melaka River from where Kleingrothe

took his photagraph- some of the 18th- and 19th-century

townhouses sull remain (albenr much renovated), St Francis Xaviers

Church remains the sa ut the boats have moved out long ago.

1 View of Melaka River showing St Xavier’s Church downseream and
St Pasd's Hill with its ruined church in the background. ¢. 1906

2 Malay boys rowing boats by the seashore c. 1900

3 Kampung Hulu Mosgue, <. 1890

FOLLOWING PAGES

1 Porta de Santiago, A Famosa fortress, c. 1906

2 View of St Panl's from the pier ¢. 1890

3 The old marker by the Melaka River, c. 1910

4 St John's Fort, c. 1890

5 A Meluka bullock cart heads aver the Melaka bridge from the Town
Square with Christ Church (lef), the Clock Tower (centre) and the
Stadilneys behind, c. 1906

6 St Peter’s Church, c. 1890
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\ two ol the Unfederated Malay States (UN
£\ opened w Brinsh imtervention, Kedah and Peelis were less
frequented by photographers compared w other states i the

Pernnsula For most of the 19th century. these two states were

threatened by the Stmese, which was the reason why the Sultan - S = i W’ ¥

ol Kedah had imially ceded Penang 10 the Brtish in return lor

cction against his northern neighbours: However, when Sam

el Redbion: 1821, the Briush dd mormservene "i'i ' ‘\Q ' ‘g
SRS ¥ &

nvaded and occy

until 1842, when they supported the restoraton of Malay rule in

Ked

nd Perhs, although these two stares sull had o pay annual

tnbute to Sam S ed control in 1909 when the

m relingtits

Anglo-Stamese Treaty was signed and Kedab and Perlis were forcec

AT o

to accept Brinsh Advisers

mong the ca phs shown ts a group of Thai princes

and Ke ! ey o e sedene. BAARBRARARARAARRRERR

Iy phot

noble:

of the high commussioner for Phuket. i the Lie 19th century (5)

1 The Raja Mud of Kedah, Twnku Abdul Aziz. ar the Balas Besar, 19005
(ANM)

2 Members of the first Kedah State Council meeting, 8 November 1906

3 Tunkse Abdul Asiz with Tunku Mabmud and friends at Anak Bukir.

Alor Star, 1904

Sultan Abdul Hamid Helimshah of Kedah (r. 1882-1943) (under the

royul wmbrella) and growp ar Kota Kuala Mude, Kedih, c. 1893 (ANM)

S Group of Siamese princes and Kedab nobles. Denang. 1895 (ANM)

Wedding ceremony for Sultn Abdul Hamid's five children at the Main

Hall, 1904

Event celebrating mansfer of Sir WLE Williamson. Kedabs Financial

Advisar at the Main Hall, Alor Setar, 1905

8 Sultan Abdul Hamid Halimshah awaiting the arrival of Siamese delegates
at the main Courthossr building, Alor Star. 1900

9 Gasessay of the Old Fort, Kuala Muda, Kedah, 1912-13 (ANM)

>
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Tuside Mosque, fohdy




JOMOR BARRU

129

ocated at Tanjung Puteri, overlooking the Strait of Johor north
L.‘: Singapare. the new capital of Johor Bahru was built by
Temenggong Abu Bakar (later Maharaja, then Sultan) after he
succeeded his father in 1862. By the ime Sultan Abu Bakar died

in 1895, Johor Bahru wa

a modern, prosperous town, and
developments continued under the long rule of his son Sultan
Ibrahim. In 1909, the completion of the railway through Johor
terntory (the concession for which was one of the last independent

acts of Ibrahum before Briush intervention) further bolstered the

towns forunes, Before the causeway was completed in 1924,
passengers had to disembark for a ferry nde to Singapore

Over

ing the Strait, the Royal Palace (now the Royal

Muscum) was built by Sultan Abu Bakar in 1866, It was much
visited by Furopean dignitanes including Prince George, whao later

ondent who went

ascended the Briush throne in 1910, A corre:

with them was most impressed with the grandeur of the palace

and us European urnishings, describing the ‘huge drawing-room'
as resembling ‘one of the state rooms at Windsor'. The royal family

had also adapted some European fashions (10)—some members of

the royal houschold wore a mixture of Malay and Western styles.

In 1900, the Sultan Abu Bakar Mosque was built at a cost of

$400.000, Four vctage ts surmount the prayer hall of
this tmpressive mosque, still onc of Johor Bahru’s most impressive

landmarks

of the old shophouses and colonial buildings

hawn here still remain, but the old waterfront market was

demolished decades ago

1 “Town of Johor" showing shophouser along Jalan lbrahim. c. 1910

2 Inseribed Johore Hotel', c. 1908

3 The old waterfront markes on the Strait of Jobor. c. 1910

4 The Royal Massolewm. ¢. 1910

5 Entrance to the Jobor Gardens near the Royal Peluce, c. 1900

6-7 Interior of the Sultan Abu Bakar Mosgue, c. 1905

8 Sultan Abu Bakar Mosque, Jobor, ¢. 1906

9 Panoramic view of Jobor and the Royal Palace (centre) as viewed from

Singapore, ¢. 1897

10 Members of the royal family. c. 1905
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1 Kuala Kubu, the old town that was lost 1o floods tu the 19201, 1906
2 Puhang River ar Kuala Lipis, 1906

3 The main shaft of the Raub gold mine. 1906

4 The Gap resthouse om the pass into Puhang, 1906

S Elephant mansport ar Raub, 1906

FACING DGt The trumk rod from Kuala Lipis to Raub, 1906
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EXPEDITION INTO THE INTERIOR

his series of rare photographs was taken by members of an
official government party during an expedition into the
interior of Pahang in 1912. They are possibly the oldest surviving
images not only of Taman Negara, but also of the Tembeling
region, us chiefs and inhabitants. At that time, there was much
talk of building a hill station on the top of Gunung Tahan,
Peninsular Malaysia’s highest peak at 2,187 metres, although this
plan was eventually scrapped and the peak remains as difficult to
access today as it was then. Part of the area that the expedition
penctrated became the first national park in 1939, the 4,343

square-kilometre rescrve of King George V National Park, later
renamed Taman Negara

The party comprised some of the leading officials of the day: Sir
Arthur Young (High Commissioner of the Federated Malay States),
(FMS), FJ. Weld (Acting Resident of Pahang), Dr SHR. Lucy
nlor Health Officer, FMS), H.C. Robinson (Director of Museurms,

MS), and VA Lowinger, who was the photographer in the group

An address was read to the officials when they visited Kuala
Teh, a river junction in the Tembeling region. Photographs show
the chiefs of Kuala Teh, distinguished from the other village chiefs
by their turbans and robes, among the dignitaries who appear to
have opted to stand instead of sitting on the wooden chairs that
were provided for them (1),

Other photographs show Penghulu Kakap Hussein, the chief of
Tembeling at Kuala Tahan (the gateway to Taman Negara today), as
well as his attractive houseboat that is moored near a river
junction in the Tembeling region (3), and Pa Neh, the Pawang
(shaman) of Gunung Tahan (5). The last is extremely rare as
photographs of practitioners of the magic arts were seldom taken,
Houseboats are still used on some of Pahangs rivers, but today
they are merely houses built on rafts and bear little resemblance to

this elegant style complete with an auic

1 Chicfi ar Kuala Teh presenting the address to the High Commisioner of the
Federated Malay States, 1912 (ANM)

2 Punglivsa Kakap Hussein's howseboat, Kuala Tembeling, 1912 (ANM)

3 The expedition party emerging from the Tahan River, 1912 (ANM)

4 Members of the expedition at Jeram Berkok, 1912 (ANM)

5 P Neb, the Paswang of Gunung Tuhan, 1912 (ANM)

6 Panglima Kakap Hussein at Kuala Tahan, 1912 (ANM)

7 The High Commissioner on Padang Gunung Tahan, 1912 (ANM)
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1 Hugh Clifford. acting British Residdent of I'thang m 1887 (ANM)

2 Jalan Besar. Kuantan, 1909 (ANM)

3 An curly vebscular ferry crossing the Kuantan River. 1909 (ANM)

4 Jalan Mahkota, Kuantan, 1909 (ANM)

S View of ekun, the capital of Pebang, engraring, c. 1896

6 Spores Diay in Kuwanean, 1914 (ANM)

7 Sultan Abwad of Pehvang with bis children, . 1912 (ANM)

8 Swltan Abwsad with bis claborately attired entourage—they are wearing

Dadnang's renowned hand-woven plaid sills—during the first Durivar at
Kuala Kangrar, 1897
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SULTANATE OF TERENGGANU

me Stam ceded Terengganu 1o Britain by the treaty of 10
March 1909, it ended a tributary relationship that had

successfully served b

oth partics since 1785, Stam had no overriding
political or cconomic intentions in Terengganu, which paid an annual
tnbute and in return was sometimes offered aid, such as assistance

Irom Ba

ekok after much of Kuala Terengganu was destroyed by fires
n 1883, Brinish High Commissioner, Sir John Anderson visited
Redah, and also Terengganu and Kelantan to demonstrate the new
British role. GR Lambent & Co., the official photographer for the
vistt, took a group photograph at the Istana (2), and a portrait of

the Ray: 1 bricfl
r 1918

Mucdha (6) who rul

as Sultan Muhammad 11
wre he abdic

ed and moved 1o Singapore

In 1910, an agreement between Britain and Terengganu was

drawn up. It provadh

d for mutual help, protection against invaders,

and the appointment of an agent to reside in Terengganu with

funer:

ns similar o those of a consular officer. In 1911, attention

wrned 1o the Sultanate when

1 Zainal Abidin 11 hosted a visit
by the British High Commussianer, Sir Arthur Young, The Sultan
enjoyed a long retgn from 1881 to 1918 and has been credited with

the expansion of Tetengganus trade and development and improved

administration with a new State Constitution introduced in 1911
In 1919 Teren, 1

the last Malay 10 sor

ally accepted a Brtish Resident; it was

e

1 View of Kuala Terengganu showing the sown, the fortress on Bukit Puteri
and the former residence of Sultan Baginda Omar (r. 1839-76), c. 1909

2 British High Commissianer Sir Jobn Anderson with Sultan Zainal Abidin
11 at the Terenggany lizana, 1909

3 Bunga mas procession Kuala Terengganu, 1906 (ANM)

4 Bunga mas tribute from Terengganu 1o Siam, 1906 (ANM)

5 Sultan Zainal Abidin 11 of Terengganw, c. 1900 (ANM)

6 The Ruja Muda of Terengganu, 1909
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s with Sam for their

W2 the Bratish began negota
wal tihe

erof the northern states. and

Bangkok allowed the appommtment of a Stammese Adviser (who Had

tu be M et of Kelantan, Raja Mubamna

Liter

1t

tan) who ruled from 199 1 1920 The photograph of
Rapa Mubummad 1V was probably ¢ aston of avisit
10 Kelantan by King Chulalongkaorn of Stamoin 1003

The Baln Besar the old wouden palace wath i wooden wall
till stands in the centre of Kot Bharnt hoas Lamed for s

went that

vings AL testval tmes. the ground in front o

he Balar besa

w bulfalo lights, an enterta

was populat only i the northern Malay states

A rare ook at an cast coast royal ¢ wred by G R

Lambent & Cooin 1909 the year the Anglo-Samese Treaty was

eding contwol vf Kelant

ned »the Bratish. That year, High

M

Si John Anderson led an olficial party on a histong
wisitto Kelantan (3) The official pany was greeted by ranks of

speartmen as Magor General Perriilt drove through (6)

1 King Chulalonghorn of Siam (standing in the centre in & white uniform) on
bs visis to Kelantan. To bis lei is Sultan Muhemmad 1V: c. 1909 (ANM)
2 The royael famly in Western dress: Sultan Mubammad 1V with his consort

Sultanah Zainab and their children (thetr twe vons Liter becamse Sultan
Jimasl and Sultan Tbrabim) . 1909 (ANM]

i A river weme mear Kota Bharw, 1909

4 A buffilo fight in front of the Ralai Besar, c. 1908 (ANM)

S Growp photograph to commemarate the vist of Rrizish High Commissianer
Sir Join Anderron o Kelantan, 1909

6 Major General Perrolt driving through ranks of spearmen, Kelantan, 1909

" The Raja of Kelantan dressed in traditional garb. seated in front of 4
carved arch owtside the Rakas Besar, Kota Bburu, 1902 (ANM)

& Suate council of Kelantan: their silk songhet ousfin were woeen in
Kelansan,  thriving ilk-weaving centre 4z that time. 1909
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DUFF DEVELOTMENT COMPANY IN KELANTAN

major reason for the Anglo-Siamese Agreement of 1902,
A hich marked the beginning of negotiations that resulted in

the transler of K

antan from Siamese 10 British overlordship seven
years later, was the coup of Robert Duil. In 1900, this retired
Pahang police officer caused an international fracas when he coaxed

of a third of the

an enormous land concession—almost the si
state—{rom the Raja of Kelantan for a fee of $20,000 and 2,000
shares in the company. The Siamese were outraged, while the
Bruish saw in his immative a way of extending their power in the
Peninsula. However, even after a Brinsh Adviser was appointed in
Kelantan, the size of the Dufl Development Company Lid.—which
resembled a state within a state—soon worried the British, and they
spent two decades attempting 10 redeem it through the couns

Mes

Developr

while. the Straits Affairs reported that ‘the Dulf

at Company Lid. got down to work on its huge estate,
hopimg to find an El Dorado” Gold mining aperations near the
Dulf headquarters at Kuala Lebir, the confluence of the Lebir and
Galas rivers, were iniially successful but proved short-lived, while
huge tracts of land were cleared upstream for rubber plantations

In 1909, the Dull headquarters were visited by a British official

panty led by Sir John Anderson. Accompanying the party was a
photographer from G R Lambert & Co., who captured the first

views of inland Kelantan, including niver scenes with houseboats.

1 A river scene at Kuala Lebir with the Duff residence (lefi), 1909

2 A Duff company steamer bringing mail from the cosss, 1910 (ANM)

3 Tenghu Chik (right) with # guard of spearmen during Sir Jobn Andersons
visit to Duff headguarters in Kuala Lebir, July 1909

4 Interior of Duff's sawmill, Kuala Lebir, 1910 (ANM)

S Pay day at Kelantan Rubber Estates Lid, ane of the Duff Development
Company’s estates, 1910 (ANM)

6 Mr Dufl's residence in Kuala Lebir, 1909

7 Kelantanese workers opening up land to build roads, 1910 (ANM)
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1 busdian Labourers collesting rubber secds, ¢ 1900
2 Planting rubber seeds. . 1906

§ Clewring tise rainforest for a rubber plantation. <. 1906

4 Procesuing rubber meo dheets, ¢ 1910

S Lamil women bringing Latex to the fuctory, ¢. 1900 (ANM)

6 Malaey tappers working on 12-15-year-old trees. c. 1906

™ Rubber tree with curly tapping method. factory and seeds. . 1906

8 N, Ridley with bus assistant at tree wo. =, ane of the original nine Hevea
seedlings planted. . 1900 (ANM)










VIEWS OF KUCHING

Whm Rajah Sir James Brooke died in 1868, his nephew
Charles assumed the title of Rajah of Sarawak. Like his
uncle, the second Rajah wa

alous in expanding Sarawaks

territorics and he did so until 1905 when Sarawak assumed its
pre
government, the imperialist strategy of ‘divide and rule’ which saw

nt-day size. He also carried on with the first Rajah’ sysiem of

the Europeans at the top, followed by the local Malay elite, who
were paid offictals, then 70 or so native chiefs from every district
yuh were also officers, while the Iban were often called
upon for war duties The Chinese, who were mainly traders,

coohies and antisans, eventually monopolised Sarawaks commerce
By 1900, Kuching was a prosperous and well-planned town. The
commercial downtown comprised mainly two-starey shophouses
which were owned by Chinese and Indian Muslim traders.
Government buildings were predominantly Georgian in style
The Astana, which was directly opposite the Courthouse (3),

was said to be the vantage point from which Charles Brooke used

a spygl

< to check on the punctuality of his workers. He rebuilt

the Astana in 1870 wt

1 his wife, Margaret de Windt, arrived. The
Ranee wore Malay dress and spent much time with her Malay
female nends. Despite the shortcomings of Brooke rule, their
system of indirect control and munimal intervention made them
popular with many Sarawakians.

1 View of Kuching with the conrthouse (centre lefe) and the Astana (far
centre), 1890:

2 The Police Station and Carpenter Sercet, 1890s

3 The Courthause, 1890

4 Rance Margaret Brooke (seated second from right) with Dyang Sehada
Gvessed second from lefi), 1880 (NSTP)

5 Charles Brooke, the second Rajah of Sarazoak, 18901

6 The Astania from the Sanaustk River, 18905
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lack of revenue and numerous revolts, ncluding the uprising

led by Mat Salleh from 189S uniil he was killed i 1900 and

the Briush Narth b

which conunued 1o 1903, meant

Company faced mounting problems admimstering the terr

ld was discovered on

There had been high hopes whe

1th land opening

ver, but it quickly ran out Ev

the Seyama

up for the cultavation ol coflee, coconuits, tabacco and cocos

vident that the Company would not turn a profit unl

transportation in the ternitory improved In 1894, the Compan
director, Willam Clarke Cowte, mooted and began construction
of Borneok first railway However, his vision to bring together

cast and west Borneo was an ambittous and costly project

Alter yet another monetary request, this 1

pounds sterling, the directors decided Cowte was pushing ther
10 the brink of bankruptcy and termimnated the track at Tenom
where it has ended ever since. One dissausfied sharehalder

called it “a railway through dense forests with nothing but

monkeys as passengers . but it eventually justified wself in the
rubber hoom
Sugar had been ane of the crops proposed 1o make the part of

Sandakan a success, but ironically some Australian investors who

had cleared land for the crop in 1885 hecame disenchanted when
prices fell They then decided o expont the umber they had felled

aving the way lor the timber industry that would eventually

cure Sabahs fortunes

1 British North Borneo Company officials at a meeting, ¢. 1898 (ANM)
2 Catholic church, Sandakan, ¢. 1900

3 Headguarsers of the North Borneo Railusay, Jeselion

4 Luson Tennis Cowrt and Bebn Meyer Office’ ¢. 1900

$ Customs House, Sandakan, c. 1900 (ANM)

6 British North Borneo Railway, ¢. 1898 (ANM)

7 The Barnes Companys Howse, Kuching, . 1900
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MALAYS AND THEIR LIFESTYLES

Qg
S
N

M lay rural lfc in the latc 19th and carly 20th centuries
was generally portrayed as idyllic. Witers of that time
extolled the laid-back lifestyle in a picturesque kampong where

a ricefield and a couple of dozen coconut palms could provide ‘a

sufficient Iiving for one Malay family”. But the reality was often

less rosy Colonual rule had an adverse effect on Malay economic
life. Many of the Malays were shifting cultivators before the
Brtish introduced land ownership 1o allow collection of land
rents from a settled population. Although the Malay Reservations

Enactment in 1913 designated land exclusively for Malay

ownership, it also ushered in new rules which restricted
traditional use—the Malays were not allowed to open up new
fields and were restricted in their use of the forests where they
had previously collected produce

In other parts of the country, the Malays lived in fishing
villages that were butlt either on stilts above the water or along
the coastal fringe. such as in Charles Kleingrothe’ views of
Tanjung Tokonyg, Penang, in 1906_ In contrast, at Kuala Lipis,
Pahang, houseboats (6) were used as they could adapt
well to the changing river levels duning floods.

In the early 1900s, only the ruling élite and other prosperous
Malay famulies could afford photographic portraits. Those of
Malays in everyday dress and in realistic settings were rare.
¢ photographed pretty ladies

Travelling photographers invariabl

o men In picturesque costumes, for such pictures could be sold

as posteards
Malay entertatnment at the time was largely traditional, such as
Malay theatre or bungsawan which was performed at the first
Durbar in Kuala Kangsar in 1897 (7). Gamelan orchestras (5),
comprising men and boys playing gongs, drums and xylophones,

usually accompanied courtly dances in Pahang and Terengganu

1 Pupils of Sevapak Malay School, Kuala Lumpur, 1908-10 (ANM)
2 Malay Dancing’, . 1915
3 A Malay ploughing the paddy field with a waer buffilo, a method rtill
wied in some remate areas todsy, Melaka, 1890
4 Tengieu Permaisuri, Che Uteh Mariah (second wife of Sultan ldris) with
her sons and dasghters, Kuals Kangsar, Perak, c. 1897 (ANM)
5 A Malay gamelan orchestra, c. 1910
6 Houscboats on the Pahang River at Kuala Lipis, ¢. 1906
7 The Prince of Wales' Theatre Group performing during the first Durbar at
Kuala Kangear, 1897
8 “Rajab Aminah and her sister’; royal offipring ofien adopted Western-style
clothing when sitting for portraits, 18908 (ANM)
9 Malay Haji, . 1906
10 Noblewomen from Perak, 1903 (ANM)
11 Distinet imsprovements in housing can be seen as woven bamboo and attap
walls were replaced by wooden planks, Melaka, <. 1910






SARAWAK PORTRAITS AND LIFESTYLES

In contrast to the colonial scene in the Malay Peninsula, where the
inhabitants were encouraged to become more Westernised, in

Sarawak James Brooke and his successors were determined to

preserve traditional lifestyles (as long, as the subjects were loyal)
Indigenous customs were recognised, although those considered not
‘awilised', such as headhunting and slavery, were outlawed. Islamic
courts were recognised, government business was conducted in
Malay. and development and change were discouraged. While all
these measures helped preserve many Sarawak traditions, the Brooke
regime was often characterised in critical terms as running the
country s an anthropological exhibition

Many of the colonial offictals in Sarawak were amateur

anthropologists. Charles Hose, a government officer and later
Resident on the Baram River, made a photographic survey of most
of the country’s variety of indigenous peoples when he was there
from 1884 10 1907 He divided Borneo's peoples into 20

categones, with numerous subgroups—for example, there are

13 different types of Kayan. Hose photographed both Iban (Sea

Dayak) and Bidayuh (Land Dayak), as well as other natives such as

katan (nomadic Melanau) and Long Pokun (Sebop). His

ed the natives' way of lif

wgraphs por

d their everyday

dress, including elaborate bead collars, brass corsets, woven that

skints, harnbill feather headdresses, ear ornaments and loin cloths.

1 Dayak warfare, c. 1905
2 Kayan obeaining fire by the friction of a cane thong aguinit & piece of soft
wood, ¢. 1905

3 Kayan hunting party camp ¢. 1905

4 Sea Dayak in ceremonial dress, ¢. 1905

5 Long Pokun (Sebap) from Upper Tinjar, c. 1905

6 Kelabit from the bighlands demonstrating their iron-tworking tkill, ¢. 1905
7 An lban native with traditional tattoos, c. 1905

8 A Diayak woman spinning yarn for weaving, ¢. 1905

9 Diayak warriors, ¢. 1900
10 A Bidayh chief from the Upper Sadong River, ¢. 1905

11 Tama Kulieng, a chicf from the Batang Kayan River, ¢. 1905

12 Oyong Nyaring, chicf of the Punans of the Tinjar River, ¢. 1905

13 Orang Bukit girl, c. 1905
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CHINESE PORTRAITS

y the beginning of the 20th century, Malaysias phiral society

(where different maces live side by side yet separately) was
already a reality, Enormous influxes of Chinese immigrants—

1.5 million arrived in Perak and Selangor between 1881 and
1900—had radically changed the demographics. Although many:
returned to China, just as many stayed on, especially those who
had found their fortunes. Some families had attained commercial
success in agriculture and mining in the 19th century, and as the
20th dawned, there was new wealth to be found in the rubber
boom. At this time, photographic portraits were still beyond the
means of the average Chinese, but they were particularly popular
with the affluent Baba and Nonya (Straits Chinese) families, some
of whom are shown here:

At the tum of the century, most well-to-do Chinese and Nonya
women were rarely seen owtside the house where they lived a
sheltered existence. Family portraits, however, provide a glimpse,
such as this three-generation group photograph (12) of the family
of the last Teng Chu (temple president) of the Cheng Hoon Temple
in Melaka, Malaysia$ oldest Chinese temple. The women were
dressed in traditional Malay-style baju kebaya and wore their hair
in chignons secured with jewelled pins, while the men were attired
in Chinese-style pantsuits. The men still wore the queue (pigtail)
which was cut off only after the Republican Revolution ousted the
Manchu Dynasty in 1911

e
PO TR

}

Because the Babas prospered during the Victorian era, spoke
English, and took up European pursuits such as joining clubs,
playing billiards and drinking whisky, they were sometimes
referred to as the 'Queen’s Chinese’, although their dialect was in
fact a type of Malay. This ‘group of well-known Chinese! (1),
photographed at the Monte Carlo Club, includes a youthful Tan
Cheng Lock (seated second from right), who later became Melakal
most [amous Baba; he was a renowned reformist who founded the
Malayan Chinese Association (MCA) in 1949,
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wnmgrant crafismen i the tradiional sivle of southern China
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fistncnve pagoda was not bl unnl the 19305 The temple 1s

picturesquely sited amony patms on the hullside at Aver Hitam and

it ghearming scated Buddbia i the mam prayer hall dates from (906

he Largest temple complex n Perunsular Malaysia today

interior of one of the most Limous chif temples the sam

i Guede of

poh. was described in the FAS R

1914 as ‘exavtly Iike a scene ina pant the temple 15

till an important aspect of Chinese religious life as well as 2

renowned tourist attraction
pes of Chinese

Among the earliest and most realisue i

those of Perak, taken in the 18908 by an

The claborate rool decorations. carved

ernple fistures—many of which were

re indicative of the wealth o local

ahand ar Kot Ty the design of a

ed ancestors tablets (2

1 Interior of a Chinese temple, probably the wain prayer hall of the
Kek Lok Si, Ayer Hitam, Penang, ¢. 1906

2 The Chinese deity Tai Pak Kung in & Chingay procesion. lemang. . 1900

3 Exterior of a Chinese temple in Ipoh, 18905 (ANM)

4 Crowd of anlookers wnatching the Wang Kung festival procession crou the
Melaka River bradge. 1919 (ANM)

S The Kek Lok Si Buddbist complex at Ayer Hitam, Penang, ¢. 1906

6 Cave temple. Ipoh, ¢ 1906

* Chinese temple at Kelian Pauh, Taiping. 1890« (ANM)
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INDIAN PORTRAITS

u
ndian traders had been resident in many Malay ports for
Lcmum. but they were not a significant presence until the late
19th century. Indian sepoys (soldiers), as well as Indian convicts
ly years, were brought

whose labours built George Town in its ¢
to Penang by Sir Francis Light. The sugar industry employed
mainly Indian workers; many Indians also worked on the wharves
at Penang (4), drove bullock cants (6), and did manual labour.
During the rubber boom, the number of Indians increased
astronomically, and at the height of indentured labour in the
country there were more than 3,000,000

From the late 19th century until well into the 20th century, all
Indians, whether Bengalis, Tamils, Hindustanis (11), Sindhis, Sikhs
or Gujeratis, were referred to as Kling (the word *Kling' is derived
from the coastal region of Kalinga). “There are aver 15,000 Klings,
Chuliahs, and other natives of India on the island’, wrote Isabella
Bird in 1879, She was most impressed by their appearance: ‘with

their Turkey-red turbans and loincloths, or the soft, white
, cach

muslins in which both men and women drape themselves

one might be an antists model.
Early photographers such as Charles Kleingrothe sought
Indians as subjects for postcards. Some of the photographs he
took included those of an attractive Tamil woman (8), a bearded
Bengali watchman (12), and a Tamil girl (13) wearing nothing but
a silver caping (modesty disc). The photograph of female workers

o a sugar estate in Province Wellesley (3) was taken by G R
Lambent & Co. around 1900, and was quite realistic despite
being carefully posed

Indians were also prominent members of urban communitics,
the photograph of delegates of the Hindustani Community (2)
includes what appear o be a Muslim, a Hindy and a Sikh
representative presenting a Diamond Jubilee address in 1897,
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1 Before the arrivel of motorcars. elephants were commonly wied for
rransport in states such ws Perak, . 1910
2 Bullock carts owtside Kuala Lumpur. c. 1915
3 The Auto Mail Serviee' (lefi); the photographer Charles Kleingrothe
probubly travelled in the vehicle beside it, <. 1906
4 Elephans anspart in Kuala Kangsar, 1897
5 Ancient und modern formes of tramspart . 1910 (ANM)
G Henri Fauconnier leaving for a drive wath bis famsly, 1910
7 Jobor Fire Brigade vebicle, 19200 (ANM)
8 The first-ever motorcycle ruce in Jobor, 6 Novewber 1910 (ANM)
9 Tnamcar in Penang, 1910
10 Mr and Mrs Kellie Smith and their Marlborough car. ¢. 1900 (ANM)
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SPORT AND RECREATION

port and recreation as introduced by the British were highly
By
organised, extremely visible and team-driven. Tennis, cricket,
goll, foorball, and horse-racing were introduced 1o the locals in the
carliest days of the colonial era. The Malays, on the other hand,

enjoyed sepak

kraw (kicking

ame with rattan ball), wrestling
and kite-flyn all of which were seasonal or occasional pursuits
In the late 19th century, sport as a letsure activity was mainly
the preserve of the small European ¢lite. The less privileged were

100 busy making a living wh

¢ the wealthy Chinese preferred to
spend their off-duty hours gambling or smoking opium

Horse-racing, however, autracted a diverse audience. The

clement of gambling in the sp while race

meetings were alsa a gres

and wearing the
shions. In time turf clubs were a feature of all large towns
Foobll was a po
sull Mal

latest

ar school sport from its inception and is

sia’ most popular game. At the second Durbar
(Conlerence of Rulers) held in Kuala Lumpur in 1903, a team
m the Victoria Ins

ution played against a town team

1 A game of cricket at the Padang (now knowm as Dataran Merdeka),
viewed from the Selangor Club, Kuala Lumpur, 1905,

2 Elephants fording the river near Kuals Kangsar, probubly on the sy to the
picnic spat of Menggelunchor during the 1897 Durbar (ANM)

3 A football match during the second Durbar, Kuala Lumpur, 1903

4 Victoria hutitusions First X1, 1911 (ANM)

5 Spectators relaxing at the Klang races, 1912 (ANM)

6 "The paddock'sith horses being prepared for the Kuching race, c. 1910
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2 Oramg Adli growp photographed i the FMS, c. 1914

3 A forestry officer buying damar (resin) from the nativer, c. 1912
4 Orumg Al growp, ¢. 1910

5 Getah rambong (Ficus clastica). a native rubber tree. c. 1906
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CHAPTER 4

THE TURBULENT YEARS
1915-1945

t must have been a victorious moment for those of an
imperialist disposition when a British Adviser was finally
appointed in Terengganu in 1919, thus bringing the entire
Malay Peninsula under some form of British control. But World
War | had just ended, Europe was in ruins, and the British were
hard-pressed for cash. The days of glory were over,
Likewise for the European-run photographic studios that had
R.
Lambert & Co. in Singapore in 1918 signalled the downfall of the

mushroomed with the success of the Empire. The closure of G

professional photographer and the rise of the amateur.
Photographic studios. however. still did brisk business in
portraits, even though their focus was gradually shifted towards
stock photography in order to cater to the fast-growing home
market. Demand in portraits also led to the emergence of local
photographers. Chinese-run studios such as Kuala Lumpurs long-
running Federal Photographic Studio sprang up in most major
of
photographers. such as M.S. Nakajima & Co. of Kuala Lumpur,

towns.  Another phenomenon  was the rise Japancse

I Isshi of Melaka, and P Arua of Muar. who dominated the
commercial scene in the 19205, Some were still active in 1941

when the

apanese occupied Malaya, leading to rumours that
there had been a more sinmister motive behind their careful
documentauon; this had included aerial views of towns and group
portraits of leading ciuzens, especially the Chinese, who were 10
suffer most under the occupation

With photography becoming more accessible, the quality of
photographs generally sulfered—the new smaller cameras that
used roll film rarely obtained the clarity of the old large-format
cameras and their glass negatives. But what was lost in detail was
compensated for by candour and immediacy. Carefully posed

official portraits gave way to photo-journalism. On occasions such

as the opening ceremony of the Johor Causeway in 1924,

photographers were able to capture the precise moment the

ribbon was cut. The individual official photograph gave wi
series of shots that gave viewers a more rounded impression of the
event. For instance, the arrival of visitors, the processions. and the
fashions and archuecture of the 1930s were all captured on film

duning the installation of Sultan Abu Bakar of Pahang (righv).
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World War 1 barely touched Malaya and the economy was still
growing under the two giants of tin and rubber. Tin production
doubled in the first quarter of the 20th century, but its growth was
nothing compared to that of rubber, which passed tin as Malaya’s
chiel export earner in 1916—a position it held until 1980. The

1

ability to law and order in Malaya was
designed in part to create an environment conducive to this
wealth. The same could be said of the infrastructure built during
this era, including the completion of the west coast trunk road
from Johor 10 the Thai border in 1928, and the east coast railway
to Tumpat in 1931. Cameron Highlands was also being opened up
in the late 1920s and early 1930s, and photographs of the road
building, the new tea plantations and the first resorts provide a
rare glimpse of the birth of the nation’s favourite hill resort.

New investors and planters were avidly sought after, and for
this purpose photography was recognised as a powerful
advertising and propaganda tool. In the 1920s, the Malayan
Information Agency at Malaya House in London produced a series
of hand-coloured, photographic glass slides for use in travelling
‘magic-lantern’ shows to encourage interest in British Malaya (see
page 166). These slides presented a wide range of subjects, from
cottage crafts to factory scenes, kampong views to ‘new’ colonial
architecture, as well as elephant rides and tiger hunts. They must

have exerted a powerful influence on impressionable young

Britons eager for adventure in the Far East.

Abu Bahar of Pahang, Pekas

ransport drivers before

29 May 1933 (ANM)
orld War 1, 1940, (ANM)
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These Slides are lent by:
THE MALAYAN
INFORMATION AGENCY.
(55 € FMS Governments)
MALAYA HOUSE,
57 TRAFALGAR SQUARE
LONDON . WC.2.
Pamphlets and

wformation on
British Malaya can
be obtained at the
above address

hows pristiaed b the

No doubt 1n those days it was an established fact that a great
divide existed between the rulers and the ruled. But today it is
evident from looking at these slides and other photographs of the
era between the wars that most of the population lived in poverty
despite the booming export ecconomy. Contrast the British in their
carefully pressed uniforms and the Malay rulers in their
sumptuous silks with the barefoot plantation workers and
peasants. Child labour was the norm, as shown in photographs of
Malay children working at looms and Indian youngsters
shouldening buckets of latex. Some ol the Westernised Malay
rulers became alienated from their people—they played polo and
hohdayed in Europe, their lavish lifestyles disguising the fact that
they had no real power: the British had the ultimate say

It was in the interests of the colomal power to use alien labour

to extract the nation’s riches and so improve the standard of living
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of the Malays. But in reality only a mimnority of the Malays received
an English education: the royalty and aristocracy were educated at
the Malay College in Kuala Kangsar, Perak. For the majority, the
British preferred their tried and tested policy of divide-and-rule
They ruled the roost, the Malays tilled the soil. the Indians
laboured on plantations, while the Chinese mined tin and worked
in commerce. As each ethnic group led a separate existence and
was educated in its own language. it was inevitable that there were
communal problems later in the century. This ethnic separation
is evident in photography, where the various races are scen
together only at official funcuions, for organised sports days, or
n group photographs of ¢lite English schools such as Victoria
Insttution (see below)

Then, as it is today, cheap labour was a powerful inducement
for mvestors. Unrestricted immigration from China and India

forced the

slowed only when the Great Depression (1920-3
repatriation of many workers. But Malavas demographics had
already been altered so drasneally that the census of 1931 revealed
what many had predicted. that the Chinese population was
already 1n excess of the Malays. The illusion that the immigrants
were temporary residents was shattered. The Brinsh. who had
always regarded the Malays as the indigenous people and had
based their occupation on treaties with Malay rulers, felt duty-
bound to protect Malay rights. Criticism came from both the
nascent Malay nationalist movements and the rulers who had lost
much of their powers over their states when the Federated Malay
States (FMS) was formed in 1896, Ironically. they had less control
than the rulers i the Unfederated Malay States (UMS). To

overcome discontent with both the centralisation of power and




The M

cgimernt ut the Port Dickn mp. Negen Semdlan, 1940 (ANM)

the neglect of the Malays, a decentralisation policy was suggested
with the aim of bringing together the FMS, the UMS and the
Straits Settlements and to devolve more decision-making power
back to the various states

Five successive British officials vacillated over decentralisation
from 1920 to the outbreak of World War [I. The FMS rulers, the
Malay ¢hte and the Malay press were proponents of
decentralisation, while most British officials and commercial
tnterests groups were against it, as were immigrant groups and
even the UMS rulers who feared losing their autonomy. Many
major players and political events are immortalised in photographs
of the time, including the 1930 visit of Sir Cecil Clementi—the
most vocal of the High Commissioners on Malay rights—with

Sultan Iskandar of Perak at Kuala Kangsar. Ulumately. howe

¥
although some power eventually devolved to the states, the goal of
a Malayan federation was still out of reach when it was interrupted
by an event that not only radically changed the political and
economic stability of Malaya and the region, but also eventually
brought about the decline of the British Empire.

On 8 December 1941, the Japanese landed on Sabak beach
near Kota Bharu airport. Kelantan, and quickly put paid 10 the
myth of the mighty British. Just over two months later, Singapore
fell, and the Netherlands East Indies (Indonesia) followed, as well
as Sarawak and North Borneo. The northern states of Kedah,
Perlis, Terengganu and Kelantan were given back to Thailand as a
reward for joining Japan as an ally. although this was annulled at

the end of the war in 1945

THE TURBULENT YEARS

The Chinese suffered the most under Japanese rule, in part
because many had contributed funds to China in the war against
Japan, and thousands were executed during the occupation.
Europeans who did not manage to escape were sent to detention
camps, and some, together with the Indians and Malays, were sent
to work on the notorious ‘Death Railway’.

The Japanese propaganda of ‘Asia for Asians’ did not translate
into economic wellbeing; food shortages and general hardships
, but it did instil
self-confidence in the Malays and other ethnic groups who had

were a trad k

of their four-y P
taken over formerly British-held positions and thus liberated
themselves from subservience. When the war ended and the
British returned in 1945, they and the people of Malaya knew that
the political climate had changed and that the final days of
colonial dominance were at hand.

The photographic coverage of the Japanese Occupation is
sketchy. Nevertheless, the images evoke a variety of responses—
from fear to liberation—depending on the age, ethnicity, and
memories of the viewer. No one, however, can escape the
jubilation of the crowds welcoming back the Allied troops in
Malaya, or fail to be moved by the image of the Japanese
commander handing over his sword in the surrender ceremony.

Although the decades between the wars witnessed many
historically important events and a see-sawing economy, the
photographic record of this era also has its light moments, from
proud youngsters having their first school portrait taken, to boat

teams celebrating the Silver Jubilee on the Terengganu River.
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1 of Johor taking the salute at the Victory Parade to celebrate the end of World War I in
Jokor Bahru, June 1945 (NSTP)
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1 High Com
ir 1918

2 Federal Council meetings were occariams for growp partraits such as this,
which was vaken by the Secrevarias, Kuala Lumpur, 1926

5 The Tusan Mus of Saruwsck (Bertram Brovke) and Sir Cecil Clements,
Kuching, 1930 (NSTP)

4 Group photegraph taken aficr the uigning of the Agreement for the
reconstituion of the Federal Council, 24 Apral 1927, Kuale Lumpur (ANM)

5 Opening of the Johor Causessay by Governor Sor Laurence Guillemard with
Sultan Vorahim, 28 June 1924 (ANM)

& Sultan Abidul Hamid Halimihab of Kedab at the formal opening of the
Wien Mar Saman bridge at Alor Star, 149 July 1926 (ANM)

* Sultan Husamuddein Alam Shah of Selingor and the British Resident
wrriving ut the Federel Council, Kuala Lumpur, 30 November 1938 (ANM)

8 Sir George Maxuell with Sultan Alueddin Suleiman of Selangor at the
entrunce to Carcosa, Kuala Lumpur. 1920 (ANM)

9 Sultan Alaeddin Suleiman of Selangor vaking the saluse during the
Selangor State anthem, Kieals Lumpur, 19305 (ANM)

somer Sir Ceetl Clements and Sultan bikandar of I
J. Kl Kanguar, 1930 (ANM)
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KOYAL TORTRAITS AND OCCASIONS

he Malay rulers might have lost much of their powers to the
colanial administration, but the federal system left their

soverelgnty intact, The Durbar (a periodic meeting where the

Federaed Malay States (FMS) rulers met with British officials to

voice their concerns an Islam and Malay customs and welfare) was
first held in 1897, then again in 1903 and 1927 In the 1930s
meeungs were held more regularly. Earlier Durbars had been
mainly ceremontal and rulers wore their best ceremonial attire,

However, by the 19305 the FMS rulers were more vocal and

assertively promoted Malay interests and decentralisation. In

1, rulers of the Unfederated Malay States (UMS) preferred to
keep th

1atus quo, as they saw how Federation resulted in loss of
power for the FMS rulers

In keeping with their role as custodians of Malay culure, the
rulers ensured that traditional events such as royal installations,
birthdays and weddings were still enacted with all the pomp and
pageantry of the ancient courts even if lifestyles were becoming
more Westernised as the 20th century progressed

Marriage between royal houses was the norm rather than the

exception, with ceremonial events running the traditional 40 days

and 40 mights. They culminated with the bersand,

g, @ sitting-in-
state ceremony on an elaborate, symbolically decorated dais (6 and
7). In Terengganu, decorated sed

1 chairs were used to carry the
royal couple, while in Perak, the newlyweds partook of ceremonial
ablutions on a tiered dais (pancha persada). Also in Perak, velvet

furnishings in the bridal chamber were embellished with tekat

(gold thread embroidery), a speciality cralt of the Perak courts
I Sultian Abu Bakar of Pabang (under the ropal wmbrella) inspecting a
guard of honour on his inssallation day, 29 May 1933, Pekan (ANM)

2 Pavilion wsed for  royal bathing ceremany to mark the installation of &
ruler, probably Perak. 19405 (NSTP)

3 Marriage of Tengku lomail bin Tenghu Mobammad of Puhang to Tengks
Mariah, dasghter of Sultan Sulaiman of Terenggans, ¢. 1942

4 A ropal wedding, posibly in Perak, 19305 (ANM)

5 Sultan Iomail of Kelantan (seanding on the royal dies) with dignitaries and
government officials on the occasion of his birthdiy, lse 19205 (ANM)

G Women of the Kedih court seated on the floor during the bersanding of
Tionku Abdul Asiz of Terengganu and Tunku Hamidah of Kedab, 1930
(ANM)

7 The bersanding of Tenghu (later Sultan) Abu Bakar of Pahang and Raja
Futimah, daughter of Sultan Iikandar of Perak, Pekan, 1925 (ANM)

8 Terengganu princes flanking the Menteri Besar (state premier) of
Terengganu on a visit to Londen, ¢. 1937

9 Sultan Sulaiman Badrul Alam Sheh of Teremggans (r. 1920—42) i
ceremonial attire for the coronation of King George V1, 1937 (ANM)

10 Sultan Hisamuddin of Selangor (r. 193842 und 1945-60) (ANM)
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JONOR UNDER SULTAN IBRANIM

d ohor enjoyed a unique place among the Malay states since the
1885 Ang

Johor Treaty accorded Sultan Abu Bakar sovereign
»  status with recognition of his title as Sultan. He had kept his state
1o some extent free of British intervention and had drawn up a
constitution before his death in 1895. Relations between the
colomal admimstration and his son, however, were not as cordial,
and in 1914, under financial and other pressure, Sultan lbrahim
was forced to accept a General Adviser.

Nevertheless, Johor still managed to maintain more
independence than the Federated Malay States (FMS)—it was
allowed its own military force. Along with the other Unfederated
Malay States (UMS), Johor’s administration compnsed mainly
Malays, Malay in the Jawi script was the official language, and
following Islamic tradition, Friday was the day of rest

Mode

exceptionally lony

v Johor 1s assocuated with Sultan Ibrahim, whose

i rom 1895 to 1959 covered all the major

political events of Malaysia, from Federation in 1896 to

Independence tn 1957 On his 50th birthday, 17 September 1923,
when celebrations were held in every town of Johor, an unknown
photographer captured a series of diverse images (1, 5 and 7)

A parade was held in Muar where public servants donned fancy
dress for a pageant while a childrens hand welcomed the event

n fangkak

Sultar

Irabim resided i the Istana Besar (now the Royal
Museurn) that was built by his father. It was furnished by both

sultans

n thetr numerous European forays and had no equal in
Malaysia in terms of opulence. The Istana also hosted numerous
toyal personages including Archduke Ferdinand of Austria, whose

assassinatic

sparked World War | Sultan brahim moved to his

new palace at Bukut Seren in the late 19305

1 Parade held at Musr to celebrate Sultan lorahinds S0th birthday,

17 September 1923 (ANM)

Sultan Thrahin (centre in greatcoat) during bis visit to the Malayan

Victary Contingent in Londan, 1946 (ANM)

Sultan lrahim of Johor, 19405 (ANM)

Group photograph of distinguished Malays, including Onn Ja'afir (later

Dato) who became Chicf Minister of Jabor and the first president of the

United Malays Nasioal Orgunisation (UMNO) in 1946, taken at the

Ieadquarters of the Johor Military Force at Bukit Timbalan 1937 (ANM)

Public servants in Muar in fancy dress for a pageant on the Sultan’s

birthdiy, 1923 (ANM)

6 Parade to mark the foundation ceremony for the Johor Gavernment offices,
19305 (NSTP)

7 A children’s band gahered for the Sultax's birthdiey, Tanghak, 1923 (ANM)

8 Building litana Bukit Serene, Jobor Babru, 1930: (NSTP)
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I The new Central Market, 1937 (ANM)

2 High Street looking towards Foch Avesue, 19305 Note the sign for King
1" phetographers located bove the pharmacy, (ANM)

§ Ol Marker Square (Medan Pasar), 19205

3 Java Street (now Julan Tun Perak). 1923 (ANM)

5 Aerial view showing Kl Lumpur railussy seation andd offices (right) with
the Lake Gardens behind, the Magestsc Hotel (centre) nd Sulasmuan
Building (lefi), 1937 (ANM)

6 View from the bridge at Market Sereet up the Klang River o Jamick
Masque, 19200

* The Colontal Restaurant ar Sultan Street. 19201 (ANM)

8 Oriental Building an Javs Street (now Julan Tin Perak), carly 19405

9 The old Central Market, 19201

FOLLOWING PAGES

Acrial view showing the Selangor Club (foreground). the Dedang, the

Secrvtariat and other goversoment buildings (centre). Jamek Mosque (contre

Left), and the Centrial Market (centre) with Chinazown bebind. 1937 (ANM)
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WEST COAST TOWNS

he development of Malaysian towns paralleled their economic
Th-umm Although Singapore had auracted shipping away
from Penang and was the leading international port for the Malay
Penmnsula by 1026, Penang remained second as an urban area until
alter World War 11, Views of Penang in the early 1930s show a

range of transport on the strects, from tram cars and motor cars to

the still ublquitous rickshaw. Even though its economy was badly
affected by commodity crashes, Penang continued growing with
the help of tourism, which was later bolstered by the completion
of the funicular railway up Penang Hill in the mid-1920s. The
railway also enabled locals w0 enjoy the hill station which had
previously been the preserve of the European élite

Ipohs fortunes went in tandem with the tin industry, suffering,
asevere slump in the early 1920s and during the Great
Depression. Thousands of coolies were repatriated to China and
views of the town duning the 19205 show litle new architecture

Parit Buntar may have been the centre of the Krian nicefields,

Malayas largest agricultural district, but passengers were stll

ferned across the nver by sampan in the 19205 (8)

I Downing Street looking towards Beach Street, Penang, 1932 (ANM)

2 The Municipal Market, Melaka, ¢. 1918

3 The funicular train on the viaduct, Penang Hill Railusey’ 19205

4 The lawem restaurant at the Eastern & Oriental Hotel, Penang, 19201

5 Penang Road at the junction of Leith Strect, Chulia Street and Argyle
Roud, Penang, 1932 (ANM)

6 Native sailing boats anchored in Penang barbour, ¢. 1930 (N.

7 Elephant transpors, probably Kiualu Kangaar, Persk, 19205

8 Ferrying pasiengers by uampan in Parit Buntar, Perak, 19200 (ANM)

)

FOLLORING PaGEs

1 Cargo boats in Penang Harbour, ¢. 1930 (NSTP)

2 Acrial view of George Town, Penang, with the Eastern & Oriental Hotel in
the foreground, 19301

3 The Esplanade at George Town, Penang, 1932 (ANM)

4 Hloods in [poh near the Town Dispensary, October 1925 (VM)

5 The commercial quarter, Ipoh, 19204

6 The Bottom Station, Penang Hill Railiway. 19205
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A magor reason for the opening up of the highlinds was for
culiivaning tea, which had been proneered by the entreprencur

JA Russell and A B Milne, a tea planter from Ceylon I 1¢

they successtully applied for  Lage land grant i the Camer
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be run by the Russell family An magge
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1 “Parang Bridge Waterusey, Cameron Highlands, 22 November 1930
(NSTP)

2 Fraser’s Hill vownship, c. 1930 (ANM)

3 Bob Plantations tea-estate wursery. July 1936 (NSTP)

4 “Blast Trwin ar Work. Cameron Highlands, ™ September 1928" (NSTP)

S General view vhowing rod winding throwugh jungle, Cameron Highlands,
1930° (NSTP)

6 Building the roud 1o Cameran Highlands . 1930 (NSTP)

= The first but at Cameron Highlands. 1935 (ANM)

8 Workers poving by the blast train. Cameron Highlands. c. 1928 (NSTT)
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THE COOL RETREAT

5
As soon as the metalled road to Cameron Highlands was
completed. the hill retreat quickly became a favourite for both
the European community and well-to-do Asian families. At 1,600
metres above sea level, its chimate was delightfully cool,
encouraging both outdoor activities and flower gardens where
temperate species such as roses thrived. Walking to the waterfalls
was a popular pursuit (it stll is today)
By 1935 there were 50 private dwellings, three hotels, two

schools and an expanding agricultural base of European-run tea

estates and Chinese vegetable gardens in Cameron Highlands. The
buildings were stmular to those of Simla, the ‘Queen of British hill
resorts' in India, and were an eclectic mixture from ‘railway Gothic
of the most overpowering kind 1o publican’s Tudor'. The former is
evident at the Pensionnat Notre-Dame in Tanah Rata (4), but the
latter became the favoured hill-station style that continues to
prevail. Ye Olde Smokehouse, an eight-room inn, was built by
planter William Warin on a strategie site overlooking the golf

cour

¢ on the Tanah Rata-Brinchang road junction in the 1930s. It
pioneered the mock Tudor style, with intenors reminiscent of an
English country home with open fireplaces and wood panelled
walls—a recipe for success that still endures, making it a leading
purveyor of colontal-style in the Malaystan hotel industry today.
The Eastern Hotel (2), shown here at its opening in 1935, followed
in this tradition

FACING PAGE Visitors admiring the view at Robinson Falli, Tanah Rata, 19305
(NSTP)

1 Ye Olde Smokehouse, Cameron Highlands, 1930s (NSTP)

2 The new Eastern Hotel at Cameron Highland, 1935 (NSTF)

3 An English-style bungalow at Ringles, 19305 (NSTP)

4 The Pensionnat Notre-Dame in Tanah Rats (NSTP)

5 Dining room of Ye Olde Smakebouse, 1940s (! P)
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than Kuantan, even though most ¢

tal events were held there It

ame alive such as the 1933 instal

on of Sultan
Abu Bakar (1) The Brinsh Residency, which later b
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tesidence of this same Sul
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1935 (3) 1t survives 1

as the

Elephants were still used in the state
Klore and hi
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y of Pahang—clephant

In the 1921 census, Pihangs population totalle
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vs engaged in farming along the major

nvers and coastal ishing

1 Dustallation of Sultan Abu Bakar of Pehang on 29 May 1933 (ANM)

2 Julan Besar, Kuantan. 1922 (ANM)

3 Growp portrait of Sultan Abu Bakar and government officials, Peban,
14 February 1935 (ANM)

4 A royal clephant crossing the Pahang River. 1933 (ANM)

§ Tourists lounging over the rocks near the northern end of the beach at Telok
Cherpedak, Kuantan, 1932 (ANM)

6 Sultan Abu Bakar a1  tea party, Pekan, 3 April 1935 (ANM)

* The local stewmer from Singupore docked at Kuantan Harbour on the
Kuantan River. 1935 (ANM)
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nu’s physical 1solation from the other states and her
T\lmng Islamic culture resulted in her ability to resist British
intervention longer than any other state. Sultan Zainal Abidin 111
accepted a consular official in 1909, but a British Adviser was
only accepted in 1919, Both positions were held (1915-1925) by
| L. Humphreys The title British Adviser was premature, however,

as newly introduced land taxes led to a rebellion in 1928 that was

only terminated by Briish military action

By 1931, Terengganu's population was 180,000, with the
majority engaged in agriculture and fishing. O this figure, only
14,000 hved 1n K

population increase in the next decade, the lowest of any major

ala Terengganu, which saw a 12 per cent

town in the Malay Peninsula
One of the more significant events in Terengganu was the 1955
celebrations for the Silver Jubilee of King George V of England

1 Terengganss leading Malieys meet with the Britich Adviser J.L. Humphreys

(scated fourth from she lefe) for & ‘Peace Celebration' at Padang Peya

Bunya, Kuals Terengganu, on 4 August 1919 (ANM)

A crowd of townsfolk pose under the archivay made for the Silver Jubilee

celebration in Kuala Terenggan's Chinatown, 1935 (ANM)

Boat teams poving on the Terengganu River with the Kuala Terenggan

waterfront and ukit Puteri in the background (ANM)

Students and teachers at the Government English School, 1935 (ANM)

A kumpong house decorated for the Silver Jubilee celebration, 1935 (ANM)

6 Kuala Terengganu's leading citizens with staff of the Nippon Mining
Company, Dungun, walking to the Customs Office during the Silver
Jubilee celebration. 1935 (ANM)

7 Silber Jubilee regatta on Terengganu River, the boat-making village of
Pulase Dscyong can be seen in the background, 1935 (ANM)
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punctun where the fels veets th
Pabanyg River was so swallen that even o local who had ed i the
wearea of Pabane all his fite conld ot recognis
wight i illustrated by 4 senes of photographs o1 and
@ plasitation by the Jelat Rives of it The flowd
the I with .

I The Jelas River s the flood approacies 4 nsuse, Pabang. 1926

2 The pump bowse submerged in the flood. Jelas Rever. Pahang. 1926

¥ The Last phase of the flood with the howse in (1) wnderwter, 1926

4 Ocvnpants of Chanese shops zaking thelter in the first storey, Kuala Krus,
Kelantan, 1931 (ANM)

§ litama Lebsen Tunggal in Peban, Paiang, during the 1935 floods (ANM)

6 B
Bharu, Kelansan. 10-19 January 1939 (ANM)

" Towwsfolk wading acro Dudang busk (mos Padang Merdek) n Kot
Bharw, Kelantan, 1014 Janwary 1939 (ANM.

8§ A Malay driver testing the depich of the flooded road in Kota Biraru,
Kelunzan, 1939 (ANM)

s drivers awwiting passengers at the flooded Central Market i Kosa
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ISLAM AND THE MALAYS

n the carly decades of the 20th century, Malay dissatisfaction
Iwnh the colonal regime was stimulated by a growing awareness
of Islamic identity. Scholars retumed from universities in the
Middle East with the message that the Malays must work to gain
both technical and Islamic knowledge in order to improve their
situation and break free of their ‘subjugation by an infidel race’.
The cducated Malay ¢lite pressed for reforms and Islamic

associtios

sprang, up, particularly on the cast coast, where recent
British intervention had come as a rude shock. Islamic pondok

(hut) schools n the Unfederated Malay States (UMS) and

government-run vernacular schools in the Federated Malay States

(FMS) also demanded cha

ges. In 1915, the Majlis Ugama dan

dar Melayu (Council of Religion and Malay Custom) was
Kelantan and i later set up a modern madrasah
(slamic school) that offered courses in Arabic, Malay and English

The Mushims of Penang. both Malays and those of Indian and

Adat Isti'a

founded in

Arab descent, took an active role in promoting Islamic awareness
Mosques, whether in rural districts such as Terengganu, or in large
urban areas such as Penang, were at the centre of every Muslim
community Islamic awareness also affected the rulers. In Sarawak,
the Brookes pledged to uphold Islam—Malay was the language of
Y

some pumishments such a

mment and the courts administered Syanah law, although

amputation were forbidden

1 Members of the Sibu Malay Mosque on the occasion of the Gith birthday
of Rajiuh Vyner Brooke, 1938 (NSTP)

2 Ubudiah Mosque, Kusla Kanguar, c. 1920

3 Acrial view of Jamek Mosque. Kuala Lumpur, 1920 (ANM)

4 Kapitan Kling Morque, Penang, 1932 (ANM)

5 The Kelantan Religious Council on the occation of a vt by the
Sheikh Al-ldam Selangor, Kota Bharw, 28 Novewber 1931 (ANM)

6 Kapitan Kling Mosque, Penang, 19201
Sultan Sulsiman Mosque, also known as the Selanger State Mosgue,

Klang, 19201 (ANM)

8 Mosque at Alor Star, Kedah, 19205 (ANM)

9 Masque at Kampong Raja and members of mosque (ANM)

10 Malay worshippers at a masque, 19205
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he traditional economy was adversely affected when taxes

were imposed on a range of goods, from ramforest products to

cocanuts With the granting of land titles, land became a saleable

commaodity and many Malays wha sold or martgaged thew land

ended up in debt Some of them moved nto the rubber indusiry

the volatile prices dunng the inter-war years and the Great

Depression made 1t an unrehable source of income

and glass shdes

Pictonal evidence n the form of postc

ficed hy the Malayan Informa

ards

o the pow

the majority of the Malays as rural peasants
show women producing basketry and embrowdenes, although most
crafis were under threat from mass-produced products that were

ted from over:

being imp .

On the cast coast where lishing was a major occupatior

lifestyles revalved around the

4 Men would put 1o sea each day

10 locally made wooden sailing boats and the women would help
sont the catch on the beach (101 In Terengganu. the women and

3 hours for very litle even th

<hildren worked e

gh Terenpg,

was the centre of a thrving silk-weaving industry (91
In the towns, there were Malays selling produce along the toad

acks and drinks such as iced water (1. 2 and

side. or awking
&) Hand-coloured shides show the Chinese working at a number

aof pavemnent oxcupattons including cobbling (81, cooking

ks

o the

selling tins il cigarettes The Chinese ran most

ercual enterprises. but thete are very few pictures of these

Indians were also involved in commerce, but most pictures of

the period only show the immigrant ndians ai work in the
plantanions. particularly rubber. where children as young as ten
were employed Other jobs included factory work, such as this
pincapple Tactory i Johor () which produced canned frust for the
Furopean market In the 19305, Malaya was the second-largest

producer of canned pincapple in the world after Hawan

1 A aker selling sced waser from his portable roadside viall, Kuala
Lumpur, 1920:

2 Wisyside market in Kelantan, 19201 (ANM)

3 Tamil women sorting rubber sheets, 19201 (ANM)

4 Inside a pincapple-canning factory, Johar. 19205 (ANM)

S Street scene in Kuala Lumpur's Chinasown with baskers and rickshases,
« 1915 (ANM)

6 A roadside stall selling refreshments, Kuala Lumpur, 19200

7 A Chinese market. 19201 (ANM)

8 A Chinese cobbler on the five-foot way. enang, 19201 (ANM)

9 Laying throads for 1ilk-wearing loom. 1924 (AN,

10 Women sarting the catch on the beach a a fishing rillage on the east coasr,
pousibly Beseruh, Puhang, 1924 (ANM)

11 Malay wamen preparing pandanus leaves for woven baskets and mats,
probably Port Dickion, 1920
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MALAY POKTRAITS

n the 1931 census, the Malays numbered almost 2 million, just
Iundcx half of the population of British Malaya (excluding
Singapore). Of these, only an educated minority could afford the
luxury of 2 photographic portrait. These included members of
royalty such as Raja Abdul Aziz of Perak with his wife, Raja
Khadijah (3), Tunku Sulaiman of Pahang (7), and Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra, the first Prime Minister of Malaya (standing), with
his family at his home in Alor Star, Kedah (4). Photographic
studios were also kept busy with family portraits of government
officials and successful businessmen (2, 8, 9 and 10).

Malay women dressed in traditional costumes, usually & bju
kurung or baju kebaya (a long-sleeved shirt or jacket respectively,
with an ankle-length skirt) made of woven stik, embroidered
slippers, and gold jewellery, including neck chains, anklets and
breast ornaments, while men dressed according to the occasion.

What the vast majority of Malay people looked like during this
era can be gleaned from a photograph taken of a crowd at a 1945
Victory Parade tn Johor Bahru (5), and images of Malay boys in

st coast villages during the 19305 (6). Even though there were
cars in Malaya by then, elephants were still used as transport in
the early decades of the 20th century in Perak (1),
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any inter-war photographic studios were run by Chinese
M,nml numbered both Straits Chinese and immigrant Chinese
families among their patrons, By the early 20th century, most
Chinese men were wearing Western dress, especially formal-style
suits for photographic portraits, Their womenfolk, though, dressed

in cither traditional Chinese gowns (especially for weddings) or in
cheongsam (5) or pantsuits (4, 12 and 13). Straits Chinese women
wore similar outfits as the Malays, However, in some Straits
Chinese families, the younger girls wore cheongsams while the
older women preferred baju kebaya with charactenstic batik sarongs
Straits Chinese houses, which were characterised by elaborate
glded carvings, were also used as backdrops for portraits—such as
that of a couple and child in Taiping (10). The woman, whose face
was whitened with traditional Chinese make-up, wore a lustrous
Iaju kebaya, a jewelled tiar, and semi-precious stone necklaces
Weddings were a favourite occaston for hiring a photographer

and not ingly, wedding pk phs predominate in

surviving images of the era. These photographs reflect an
interesting mixture of traditional and Western elements—some
brides wore heavily embroidered traditional gowns and carried a

floral bouguet, a modern addition (2), while others preferred

Western dress with a 1930s-style veil (3)




CHINESE AND PERANAKAN PORTRAITS







MULTI-CULTURAL PASTIMES

1 remote arcas or in insular communities, religion and tradition

held much sway in leisure pur.uits even in the early 20th
century. The royal courts were the hub of the petforming arts in
the past, although some dances such as the Joget Pahang (4) were
still enacted on festive occasions in the 1930s.

In towns, especially those on the west coast, entettainment was
often & mixture of different ethnic influences. The Malay opera, or
bangsawan, evolved from plays performed in Penang in the 1870s
by vising Indian troupes and often used Western story lines such

as Hamlet and Al Baba and the Forty Thieves. Penang was also the

homeland of the Boria, a troupe of itinerant minstrels usually of

muxed Indian-Muslim and Malay background who originally

I dunng the month of Muharram, the first month of the

perfor

Islamic year. The Straits Chinese of Melaka and Penang had
Dondang Sayang troupes (1) who toured the streets in bullock
carts, serenading the public with their musical poems, especially
during the Chinese festval of Chap Goh Mei

Chinese traditions were sull strong in the inter-war years, A

witer of that time noted that “The Chinese theatre, like most things

Chinese, is the same as it was in China a thousand years ago’. The

Indians also kept their cultural traditions intact, seen in a Hindu

procession with deities borne aloft on palanquins (see page 156).

For the Western-educated minority, fancy dress balls (3) were a
favourtte pastime. Bands, another Western inttoduction, were often

formed by government staff

1 A Dondung Sayang troupe in frant of a Straits Chinese mantion, Penang,
19200

2 A Chinese theatre performance, 1920 (ANM)

3 Fancy dress bull at Johor Babru: sitting on the steps is Dato Onn Ju'afar,

Chief Minister of Johar, 1940 (ANM)

Dancers performing the Joget Pahang with an accompanying gamelan

orchestra at the royal palace in Kuala Terenggans, 19301 (ANM)

5 A bangsawan rroupe, part of the famous Prince of Wales Theatre Group,
19205 (ANM)

6 Boria trowpe, 19205 (ANM)

7 The Sclangor State Band. 1931 (NSTP)

8-9 Boria troupes in  Penang kampong, 19201 (ANM)
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rst English schools were set up in 1816 wuth the founding

he Penang Free School T was followed by the Malacca
Free School (1826), Temenggong Abu Bakars English School in

Johor (1864), and others such as the King Edward VIl Schoc
i Victe
ege at Kuala Kangsar, Perak. micknamed the 'Fte

n

Taiping (1883) 4
The Malay Coll

of the East, was founded in 1905 with the express

Insttution in Kuala Lumpur (1894

preparing the sons of Malay anstocrats for a career 1n the public

ervice The English schools were believed 10 provide the path to

the best jobs, but the colontal administration was not in lvous of

would

o all an Frighish education, feanny a lnerate p

threaten the status qiio
Malay medium prmary schools were first established by the

e 1870< but they

! non gam acceptance until the
wded Also, b

the Makay-medium schools did not have very

Brmsh i b

s were pr fes becorming

favourable job prospects However, Malay educanion provided the
watalyst for change A teachers” tiaming college for Malay males
opened i Melakan 1901 In 1913 another traming college
opened in Matang, Perak, even though it clos 1922 when the

sultan Wns Traming College at Tanjung Malim opened The latter

wn became a vital centre tor Malay intellectuals. Educanon for

o By 1935, there were 150 grls schools i

Termales also cauy

a4 teachers” tranning college for women opened in

were were TRE Malay schoals

Melaka that ye
The British
Malays

overnment provided veracular schools only for the

» the Chinese establishid ther own private schools. funded

by Chinese leaders or ong ntury By

s i large urhan ¢

1935, there were Chinese secondary st

The Induan children of estate workers had no education

although urban Indians had access 1o prvate schools

Guiding and souting we pular in some schools, the camps

and outdoor actvities were as eagerly attended a y are today

1 Cricket team, Malay College, Kuala Kangsar, Perak, 1930 (ANM)

2 View of the Muin Hall of the Sultan ldris Truining College, 1924 (ANM)

3 Scouts of the Malay Bays’ School. Kampang Bahru. 1930 (ANM)

4 Trainee female teachers from Melaka and Jobor with their teacher, 4 nun
(far right) wt the English School. Melaka, 26 July 1930 (ANM)

5 The 1920-25 intake at a girls whool in Kieala Lmpur (ANM)

6 Primary whool children exercising at a Malay School, 1932 (A

7 Malay Training College's student rewnion, Matang, 1922 (ANM)

8 Brownies cooking at a erak Divivion camp, 19303 (ANM)

9 Ali Baba performed by students of the Sultan ldris Training Collegr.
Tanjung Malim, 1929-30 (ANM)

10 Girl Guides in 1un helmets and weimming ousfics, 1920 (ANM)

11 Ppils in a classroom in the Perak Road School. Penang, 19205 (ANM)

M)
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WEALTH

B, the mid 19305, there were more than 70 hospitals in Malaya,
20 infant wellure centres, dozens of town and travelling

dispensaries, as well as leper and mental asylums

Most of the images here are part of the collection of glass slides

used by the Malayan Information Agency to advertise Malaya to

potential investors or residents. The images were clearly designed

to portray the benefits of public health services as provided by the

sh These services included talks on nutrition—nutritional
deficiency was a major concern at that time and on the benefits of
cating fresh vegetables. As infant mortality was high, the
government encouraged mothers to visit health centres where they
were given advice and their infants weighed and vaccinated. New

haspitals we
hospitals were

lso built and trained stalf helped create greater
health awareness among the population

Malana

a major problem and was the leading cause of

death i immigrant groups. It was exacerbated by land clearing for

rubber plantations, swhich peaked with large-scale plantings during

the rubber boom. When it was discovered that malaria was spread
by mosquitoes and not caused by miasma (noxious vapours from
swamps), Malaya led the world in malaria control by draining and
spraying oil on mosquito breeding grounds. Anti-malarial oil was
alsod

d to the rubber plantations

1 A special occusion at the Baby Healdh Centre, Kuala Lumpur, 1927 (ANM)
2 Staff of Hospital Besar, Kangar, Perlis, 1938 (ANM)
3 A carly ambulance outside Klang Health Centre, 19205 (ANM)
4 Handearts used to transport anti-malarial oil, 19205 (ANM)
5 Babies being weighed at the health contre, Kuala Lumpur, 19205 (ANM)
6 A talk on the importance of vegetables, 19205 (ANM)
7 Dr Lady Sarah Winsteds (centre), the first female doctor to serve in the
Malay szstes, with staff of the General Hospizal in Jobor Bahru, 1935 (ANM)
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Ithough most sports were introduced by the Eurapeans. they
Aqun“\ became popular among the locals and were an
excellent way w get the different ethnic groups to mteract The
English schools led the way in organised sports, which were always

part of the celebration

»f special occasions such as coronations

Tennis was popular among the Europeans and the ruling ¢lite
while polo was avidly pursued by both colontals and royalty In

the intenor, rafting down rapids was a popular weckend ac

Hunting was also popular—guidebooks of the inter-war y

devoted chapters to the pursuit of big game. Licences were needed

to dall big gar

e such as clephants, rhinoceros and seladang (wild

cattle), and deposits of up 1o $300 were required 1o ensure that

ided by the laws However, no licence was required t

hunters 2
shoot tigers until the 19305, so tigers were popularly hunted
Fishing was a perenntal favouriie activity regardless of
ethnicity, although few would Land a fish as large as that o the

lucky gentleman who caught it off the shore of Perak (10)

1 A gume of crichet at the Padang, Kiuala Lumpur, 1935 (NSTP)
2 The relay tesm of the Victaria Institution Old Boys’ Ausiation, 1935 (NSTP)
5 A tennis party including Sultan Abu Bakar (centre), who played Dorothy
Round, then current Wimbledsn clampion, in Pekan, Pabang. 1934 (A!
4 Chinese and Malay footballers afier & nuatch played in celebration of the
cormation in 1937. The British Resident is seated in the centre. (NSTP)
5 Group wt the Tuiping Gymbkbhana of the Perak Gymbhama Club, 22 fune
1922 Scated on the extreme lefi 13 Sultan Likandar Shah of Perak. (ANM)
6 A Malay bunter pases with bis kill after a tiger bunt, 19200 (ANM)
7 Hunters with large python, 19201
B An elephant vace acron the river, probably Perak, 19201 (ANM)
9 Hunters with seladang, 19200 (ANM)
10 A giant fish caught in the sea off the vbore of Perak. May 1922 (ANM)
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MOTORISED TRANSPORT

n the article 't

for Moterists' in a 1923 guidebook to the
Federated Malay States (FMS), British Ma

a's road system of
almost 3.000 miles was described as ‘excellent’. The anticle

suggested that "no special car is required ... but the more effictent
the cooling system the better ... there is no speed limit .. but all

the roads are not yet as wide as they might be, and in many places

form an unending sucession of sharp corners, which may hide

bullock carts. An average of 18 miles an hour would be quite

enough for strangers w atempt, Petrol and tyres can be obtained

in every town and some of the larger villages.
Mot

roads were sull unpaved and bridges across rivers were lacking. In

rised vehicles were dnven everywhere although many

some places such as Bagan Serai, a touring car would be carried by
ferry across the niver (2)

The winding roads are aptly llustrated in a 1932 photograph
of three motonsts posing by  sign warning motorists to drive

ully on the tortuous ‘Snake Road at Tanjung Malim (1), The

c
road still exists today, although enly as a minor one

In 1926, a Chevrolet car (4) created a local record when it
went non-stop from Prai to Singapore. A map of the route is
painted on its side. as well as a sign that it was 'sealed in top
gear—quite an achievement considering the comers and grades!

Motarcycles were already gamning in popularity by then. By the
mid-1930s, public transport had also embraced motorisation, as
evidenced by photographs in the Eirst Report of the Transport Board
(1936-38) (5 and 6)

1 Early motorisss posed by a sign written in four languasges warning of
winding roads abead, Snake Road, Tanjung Malim, 1932 (ANM)

2 A car being fervied across the river, Bagan Seri, 19200 (ANM)

3 Mobd Aroop bin Abdul Rani, mining manager, Bidor, Perak, ¢. 1935

4 The Chevrolet car that created a local recard. photographed for The
Malsyan Saturday Post, 12 June 1926 (ANM)

5 Old und new buses: when the 9-seater (left) was replaced, 1936-38 (ANM)

6 A 9-seater wsed for public tramsport, 1936-38 (ANM)

7 Mohumad Haniff, chief gardener of Penang’s Waterfall Gardens, with bis
matarcycle, 1920 (ANM)

8 Warkers pulling  lorry up the bank of the Perak River, 19201 (ANM)

9 Bus travelling from Selangor to Kuala Lipis, 19205 (ANM)




THE TURBULENT YEARS

Tm style of planters’ bungalows had been evolving since the
first spice farmers set up 1n Penang in the early 19th century

hed nd houses high

s such as tha

Malay design fea

on stilts were amalgamated with

and by t

20th cent

dency (2) 1

howed the extenar a unigue
y an unknown photographer has recorded

il an estate manager’s hungalow

rak. in the 1930s. Latge apen verandas

 the first floor where chick blinds, panted i black and

e heat of the day (1) The hving

foam i open and airy, with cane lounges and kerust ma

hairs) (5 and 6) In the dimng room downstars, a table s kud

with white linen, silverware and glassware 1n teadiness for 4 meal

71 In the bedroom are 4 carved dressing table, a small writing

d water jug for ablutions (41

1 Front view of an extate manager's bungalows Tanjung Malim, Perak, 19305

2 At the Revidency, Kota Bharw, June 1930, Seated in the centre are Sultan
limuail of Kelantan and High Commsioner Sir Cecil Clements (ANM)

3 General view of the estate manager's bungalow shown in (1)

4-7 Intersor views of the wame bungalow
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THE TURBULENT




IN DEFENCE OF MALAYA

alayas defence forces in the 19305 were composed of

Mwlu:unr units in the Straits Settlements, the Federated

Malay States (FMS), Johor, Kedah and Kelantan. Their object was

to assist in the defence of Malaya against both external aggression

and internal dist

ances
The Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve was founded in 1934 and

consisted of European officers and Malay ratings, In 1933, the

Experimental Company Mal

1y Regiment was formed and
commenced training at Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan. Malay
officers were given full training in this regiment. In a historic

shotograph taken outside the Federal Secreta
photograph tak le the Federal

in Kuala Lumpur
(3), the first four commussioned officers of the Malay Regiment,
word in picture), lsmail bin Tahir, Ariffin

1 bin Sidek received

Raja Lope (recewving the

bin Haji Sula

man and 1t

r swords as
2nd Licutenants from the High Commissioner Sir Shenton Thomas.
(Trag

ally, both Anffin and Ibrahim were killed by the Japanese at
the fall of Singapore in February 1942.)

As the thre

n loomed at the end of the 19305
nd training intensified. Naval
recrutts learnt code flags and traine

more volunt

telegraphists before World
War I1, As trouble loomed, new reinforcements were brought in

1 Army transport drivers truining before World War 11, ¢. 1940 (ANM)

2 New Brivish contingent arriving in Mulaya before World War Il (ANM)

3 The first officers of the Malay Regiment receiving their swords before the
opening of the Federal Council Mecting on o November 1936 (ANM)

4 The Australian Imperial Force (AIF) passing a bullock cart, Malaya,
« 1940 (NSTP)

5 Tie Negers Sembilan Volunteer Regiment Band, Seremban, 1936 (ANM)

6 Naval recruits sraining as selegraphists before World War 11, . 1940 (ANM)

7 Liewsenant Ariffin of the Malsy Regimens addressing a crowd at Kuala
Kemaman, Terengganw, 1937 (ANM)

8 Nasl recruiss learning to wse code flags before World War 11, ¢. 1940 (ANM)




THE TURBULINT YLAKS

j H Decenber 1941 oy
L autside Kota Bharu, Kelant,

thuat the Brish might would y

. and in spite «

predictions

ail. the enure Malay Pemnsula

and even Sigapore, the iy
70 davs Later 1t was & combination of erors an the part af the

Bnsh, by

was thet lack o e support which might
Iy the |

hotogr

have changed the balance How e

s Cinguered the

Fenimsula ts shown by e Blurr (20 ol the Japariese

Aoy cycing through & own

Keent Tocal support. especially for thei al

teand an Asia free o the Eurapean powers

ally treated the Mala

the fapaniese g and Indrans len

Chinese who were

nated against becaus

compared
ol fapans nvasion of China Food shorages were tampant there
ith mitlaon

ol the Malays 1o

was hidh wriermplovient as wel

Himveser the lap w U

i en

truggle tor libe n.and t rds the end of the war the Bansh

suthorities were hinting at granting Malaya independence Tunku

Abdul Rabiman Pt the san who would Liter be ai the lorelont

1 the struggle for ind {become the st Prin

Misster of independent

i rare photgeaph 7

veats. Déspite the try i times, the ther

Dristrict Othicer lent hus support to the local foothall teams

Competing in a Distrct hampionship held n Kulim

2 of the (0 ion, the Mal

enpoy the same privileges as they did under the Botsh However

these were westoted to them by 1943

e Japatiese Ccupation ended after the stomie bombs wer

fropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki m August 1945 However

Befre the Allies reoccupied Malava, b d causing

nbs were dropy

s amiage 0 Maor fown

Burldings which were dess

wded the Selangor Mu

n um, which was hit by a bomb Ine

plane on 10 March 1945

1 Jupanese soldiers utsicking Pewang. December 1941 (ANM)

2 The Japanese Army cycling into Malaya. 8 Devember 1941 (ANM)

Ve Japanese Governar inspecting an bomowr guard of the army at the
lizana, Klang. 1942 (ANM)

4 The Japancse Army with Sultan Badlichah of Kedah on the steps of the
Ralai Bevar, che royal ceremonial hall in Alar Sear, 199145 (ANM)

§ The cast wing of the Selangor Musewms afier it was bomsbed by the Allier
wibile liberuting Malaya, 1945 (ANM)

6 Sultan Musa Ghiathuddin Riayar Shab of Selangor and bis fumily with the
Japanere Army. 194245 (ANM)

7 Tunku Abdul Radmean Putra (sested fourth from lefe) wish the football
teums during the Distrscr Championsiip in Kulim. ¢. 1943 (ANM)
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“ JAPANESE SURKENDER AND VICTORY FARADES
4
\
|
|
|
|

he war ended when Allied forces landed in Malaya in

September 1945 and established the British Military

Administration. The people of Malaya and Borneo welcomed

them, hopeful for an end to the hardships they had endured under
the Japanese But it was a changed world that the British inherited
as the Malays began to push for independence.

The end of the Japanese Occupation on 8 September 1945

corded by Lee & Sons, a photographic swdio located at

the corner of High Street and Foch Avenue in Kuala Lumpur.

The Army jeep in Kuala Lumpur was photographed arriving ‘out

of the blue’ as the vanguard of the libe

ung troops (1). In the
background are grass-covered air raid shelters. A Victory Parade
was held on 13 September 1945 in Kuala Lumpur, where 5,000
people witnessed Lord Mountbatten's salute as tanks and troops
filed past (2). There were Victory Parades held in Johor Bahru, and
at Bat Pahat, Johor, whete Dato Onn Ja'afar took the salute along
with military personnel (9)

The official Japanese surrender took place at the end of 1945
at the old Kuala Lumpur aieport (Sunget Best). On 22 February
1946, General ltagaki and his staff surrendered their swords at a
ceremony at the Victona Institution headquarters of the Malaya

Command in Kuala Lumpur (5)

The first Army jecp seen in Kuala Lumpur aféer liberation, 1945 (ANM)

Victory Parade in Kuala Lumpur, 13 September 1945 (ANM)

Gurkbas searching 4 Japanese army officer prior to the surrender ceremony,

1945 (ANM)

Gurkhas with bayonets mustering the Japanese into groups as they

surrendered their weapans, end 1945-carly 1946 (ANM)

The Japanese commander handing over his sword at the surrender

ceremony, 22 February 1946 (ANM)

The Royal Air Force landing on Labuan Idand, c. 1945 (NSTP)

7 King George VI (second from lefe) with Queen Elizabeth (later known as
the Queen Mother) and Princess (new Queen) Elizabeth Il inspecting the
Malay Regiment during the Victory Parade in London, 6 June 1946 (ANM)

8 The first Royal Air Force personnel to land at Kudat, Sabah, 1946 (NSTP)

9 Victary Parade at Batu Pabat, Jobor, 1945 (NSTP)
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CHAPTER 3

ROAD TO NATIONHOOD
1946-1969

here 1s cuphoria and ecstasy, heartbreak and humiliation
in the compelling chapter of Malaysias history which
runs from the mid-1940s to the end of the 1960s.

The Japanese Occupation had been a difficult time for

Malaysians, and the post-war era ushered in a flurry of royal

celebrations as w

cll as. post Independence in 1957, a full calendar

of events for the King (Yang di-Pertuan Agong), who served on a
five-year rotation basis. Installations of Sultans which were
postponed due to the war were enacted with as much pomp and
pageantry as before

Five cemuries after the Portuguese first scized Mela

signalling the start of European colonisation, Malaya finally
obtained Independence in 1957, It was a heady time for Malaya,
renamed Malaysia when Sarawak, North Borneo and Singapore
joined the new Federation in 1963, The new nation was thrust into
the international arena. It was a tme of spiritual and tangible nation
building, The colonial years had irretrievably changed the ethnic
balance, causing communal problems that resulted in the twelve-
year long communist insurrection known as The Emergency. and
ultimately more troubles that precipitated the calamitous riots in
May 1969, which forced the government 1o reassess economic
policy and introduce several much-needed changes.

Many historic events, with all the major players, are brought to
life in the collection of phatographs here. The photographs are
mostly press photographs that were origmally featured in
newspapers such as The Malay Mail and The Straits Times,
although some were taken by photographers from independent
photographic studios such as Lee & Sons of Kuala Lumpur, who
freclanced for the newspapers, social-documentary photographers

such as Sarawak-born K.E Wong, as well as government agencies

such as the Department of Informanon

In both the photographic and the historical records of
Malaysia, one man can be said to personify the era best—Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra. This Cambridge-cducated lawyer and son ol
Abdul Kedah

Independence and was also the nation’s first prime minister. He is

sultan Hamid Halimshah o championed

pictured in numerous photographs. a few of which have become

legendary, such as those which show him rallying support for

Independence atop of his convertible hung with Merdeka banners,
meeting with the notorious guerrilla leader Chin Peng, and
leading the thunderous cry of ‘merdeka’ at the Independence
celebrations,

Even before the

end of the Japanese Occupation, the colonial
administration had already been making plans 10 merge the
y States (FMS), Unfederated Malay States (UMS),
Penang and Me

Federated Ma

aka into an independent Malayan Union.
Singapore remained a British colony because of its strategic value
as a base and its cherished [ree port status. There had been carlier
plans to include Sarawak and North Borneo, but they were finally
omitted because of the difficulty of formulating an arrangement.
In July 1946,
be

Company could no longer afford the cost of running them. North

arawak and North Borneo became crown colonies,

use Rajah Vyner Brooke and the British North Borneo

Borneo raised no objections to the transfer but there was much

opposition to it in Sarawak, mounted by some members of the
Brooke dynasty and many Malays, which resulted in the
assassination of the Governor Duncan Stewart in December 1949,

The Malay rulers (of both the FMS and UMS) were believed to
have been intimidated into signing the new treaty for the Malayan
Union as their role during the Occupation made them vulnerable

to pressure. However, when the plan for the merger was revealed

w1 Dhito O

Jaufar, Chief Mintster of Johor, addressing the crowd fro
1947 (ANM)

st vally at Bunting, Sclangor, 1957 (ANM)

ke balcony of the Balai

sar i Aloe Star,

Ana
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ning of the Malisyin Uniom agreement ar Kings House, Kual Lumpur. whih then bec

vesidenae o the Union first Governan, Sir Edward Gent, 1946

in a White Paper in January 1946, giving sovereignty to the British
Crown, and cqual rights and citizenship on the basis of local birth
or ten years' residence, the British were stunned by the strength of
Malay opposition. Even arch pillars of the empire such as Sirs
Frank Swettenham and Ceal Clemenu joined the opposition,
which included the Sultans, It was in May 1946 when a new
political force, the United Malays National Organisation (UMNO),
was created that ultimately led to the revocation of the Union plan
and the creation of the Federation of Malaya in February 1948
The Federation returned sovereignty to the Sultans, enforced more
restrictive citizenship rules and gave special privileges to the Malays

Many Chinese, especially those who had carried on a guerrilla

d by

war against the Japanese during the Occupation, felt betra

57 INSTF

the British and joined the Malayan Communist Party (MCP). At
first they waged an open struggle mainly through the unions, but
when party policy changed ‘to the road of violent action’, many
Europeans on estates and mines were attacked and killed. A State
of Emergency was declared in mid-1948. Using the dense
rainforest as their base and Chinese rural squatters to supply

provisions, the communists wrought havoc until the death of the

High Commissioner Sir Henry Gurney, which prompted harsh

measures that included the resettlement of hundreds of thousands
of rural Chinese in New Villages. This ultimately led to the
communists' defeat. Furthermore, they lost whatever political
clout they had when the Malayan Chinese Association (MCA)
joined forces with UMNO to create the Alliance in 1952
Compelling images survive from the Emergency. In Kelantan,
sarong-clad women trained to shoot in defence of their paddy
fields while armed soldiers guarded tea pickers in the European
tea estates in the Cameron Highlands. Anti-communist rallies and
demonstrations were held in major towns nationwide. In 1955,
the communist leaders agreed to meet with Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra and a government delegation in the small town of Baling in
Kedah. Unfortunately the walks failed—although many believed the
communists were beaten when the Briush agreed to Independence
That historic moment on 31 August 1957 15 immortalised in
images of the largest-ever Alliance procession in Kuala Lumpur
and the jubilant crowds celebrating Malayas freedom. Waorld
leaders and dignitaries came to pay their respects o the new
nation, the guest list reading like a ‘who’s who of the 1950s,

Rapid de

clopment followed Independence. particularly in
Kuala Lumpur where high-nise buildings began to change the

skyline, and new planned townships like Petaling Jaya

revolutionised the way Malaysians lived. High-rise living was an
elfective solution as an increasing number of Malaysians moved
from the rural areas 1o the aity. The nations infrastructure was
transformed with the building of schoals, hospitals, an
international airport at Kuala Lumpur. as well as highways, dams
and power stations. The University of Malaya, the first in Malaya,
was established in 1962, A new generation of modern Malaysians
emerged. Freedom of expression was very much alive m the early

days, with students marching against communal antagomsm

In 1963, following the completon of successful talks n
London, Sarawak, Sabah (formerly North Borneo: it had reverted

to its original pre-colonial name). and Singapore joined Malaya 10

create Malaysia. There were objections to this merger. however,



from Indonesia and the Philippines, both severing diplomatic ties.
Indonesia also launched Konfrontasi (1963-66) with auacks
Sabah

along the Sarawa border and isolated incidents on the
Peninsula. Nationalistic feclings were stirred, and many young
Malaysians registered for National Service to defend their nation.

Tronically, however, it was not outside pressures but communal
problems that created the biggest difficulty for the new nation.
Political differences arose between Singapores People’s Action
Party (PAP) and Malaya’s UMNO, which championed the interests
of the Chinese and Malays respectively. With the growing threat of
communal violence and political battles becoming more heated,
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra enforced Singapore's secession from
the Federation of Malaysia in 1965,

At the formauon of Malaysia in 1963, the population stood at
almost 10.5 million, with Ma

s forming 47 per cent, Chinese 34
per cent, Indians 9 per cent, and Sabah and Sarawak’s indigenous
people at around 8 per cent. Maintaining peace in such a plural
society was vitally important, and the government worked hard in
this respect. Leaders and ministers were highly visible, opening
mosques, sending off pilgrims to Mecea, attending Indian and

Chinese festivals, and embarking on solidarity campaigns such as

the National Language Week. But the nation’s unity would depend
on cconomic as well as social reconstruction

Rural development schemes such as the Federal Land
Development Authority (FELDA) made huge strides in casing
rural paverty. From 1956, enormous tracts of land were opened up
and by 1973 about 173.000 landless people had been resettled
The families were provided with modest accommodation and a

small plot of land, and the development of kampong industrics

antanese cagerly uwaiting the arrival of the

at the Bonder ufter his five-day visit 1o

Y

ROAD TO NATIONHOOD

1157 A communisc terronist surrendering, . 1955 (ANM

wicar A Police Abonginal Guand (PA G ) and his wife at a f

fort, . 1954
was greatly encouraged. Co-operative shops were set up to
provide settlers with basic daily necessities as well.

But throughout the era there was much labour unrest. Strikers—
[rom coal miners to pineapple factory workers—objected to unfair
trade practices and wrongful dismissal. By the end of the 1960s,
almost hall of Peninsular Malaysian households were living under
the poverty line, 75 per cent of them being Malays.

The Chinese, who felt their culture was being submerged,

showed their dissatisfaction with the Alliance by voting in large
numbers for the Opposition in the 1969 election. The Alliance
won but, for the first time since Independence, lost its two-thirds
majority and thus its power to alter the constitution, The

Persatu:

an Islam Sa-Tanah Melayu (later Parti Islam Sa-Malaysia)
(PAS) gained 12 seats, and the Mala

ysian People’s Movement
(Gerakan), the Democratic Action Party (DAP) and the People’s
Progressive Party (PPP) won 25 seats. Racial tension erupted after
an opposition victory parade in Kuala Lumpur and the resulting
riots of 13 May 1969 marked the blackest day in Malaysias history.
The Constitution was suspended and a national emergency
declared. Deputy Prime Minister Tun Abdul Razak bin Hussein
took over as head of the National Operations Council. It is a time

I and disturbi

8 8

that is rarely seen in ph . but the p
scenes caught by press photographers in the following days are
essential viewing for all Malaysians concerned about the historical
truth. In the wake of the tragedy, a Department of National Unity
was created to plan new social and economic programmes to help
restore stability, as well as formulate a national ideology. It was to

prove to be the making of a new united Malaysia.
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1 Women at an election campargn, Terengganu, 1955 (ANM)

2 The firt Rulers’ Conference of the Federation. 15 February 1948 (ANM.

¥ The Prime Minister of India, Pandes Jawsthserlal Nebru, arriving to address
a rully of Indsass at the Selangor Kace Course in Jakan Ampang, Kusla
Lumpur, 22 March 1946 (ANM)

4 Dato Onn Ju'afar (tanding a the censre) ar the Balas Bevar during the
UMNO General Asembly in Alar Star, Kedab, 1947 (ANM)

§ Lally room of the clectian centre for the 1955 clections (AN

6 UMNO MCA Alliance delegation afier meeting the Sulian of fobor
(standing at microphone), 1954 (ANM)

= First State Councal Meeting, Selangor, 2 Febraary 1948 (ANM)

§ A mulsi-cthnic march during the merger of MCA and UMNO, Kuala
Lumpur, ™ July 1954 (ANM)
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INDEPENDENCE—MERDEKA

‘
Indc;wndmcc rallies and processions gained momentum
throughout the 19505, culminating in 1956 when 10,000

liance Amne:

supportets took part in the Langest

dul

Rahman Putra (2). After a two-year preparation, the Independence

procession led by the Federation Chief Minister, Tunku /

Constitution, which provided for a single nationality, a guarantee
of M

ges. a new Paramount Ruler or King, an clected
House of Representatives and an appointed Senate, was ratified by

ay priv

¢ Council on 15 August 1957

ust 1957, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra, the first Prime
ted Federation of Malaya, lmd aloud the
Proclamation of Independence to an expectant cr
built Merdeka Stadium. With his arm upraised (2 on page 227), he
gave the now famous shout of ‘mendeha’ (independence), and the

crowd thundered 'merdekar in response. Before press photographers

the Legs!
On 31 4
Minster of the newly cre.

at the newly

a throng of emotional spectators, the British Union Jack was

meu and the Malayan flag was rased (4 on page 2

The ne»

day: a procession through Kuala Lumpur was held to

celebrate the achievement of Independence and to honour the

country’s new King, Tuanku Abdul Rahman of Negeri Sembilan
1 Aerial view of the procession celebrating the granting of Independence as it
passes the Sulsiman Building, Kuala Lumpur, 1 September 1957 (ANM)
2 The largess-ever Alliance Amnesey procession pauing the Municipal
Building in front of the Padang, 1956 (NSTP)
3 Tunku Abdul Rabman in his convertible emblazaned with a merdeka”
sign. 20 February 1956 (NSTP)
4 A jubilant Tunku Abdul Rahman with the Secretariat Building behind
decorated with lights spelling out ‘merdeka’, 1 September 1957 (NSTP)
FOLLOWING PAGES
1 Aerial view of Merdeka celebrations, Merdeka Stadium, Kuala Lumpur,
1957 (NSTP)
2 Merdeka shouts the Prime Minister afier reading the Proclamation of
Independence, 31 Auguss 1957 (ANM)
3 Dignitaries outside Carcosa Ser Negara afier the signing of the Malaya
Agreement and the Federal Constitution, 1957
4 Lowering of the British flag and raiing of the Malayan flag, 31 Auguss
1957 (NSTP)
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ROAD TO NATIONHOOD

arty (MCP) abandoned its non-v

rrection, resulting in the murder of |

armed i
and mines A State of Emergency was declared in June 194K By

1950 the communest lorces were staging dozens of attacks each

wrek Licutenant-General Sir Harold By 10 headed operatons,

reated 500 New \ atters who had

been the mait rutts for the

immunists: High Cammissioner Sir Henry Gurney introduced

military type secunty and conserption w fight the insurgenes But

10 1951 he was mundered and was teplaced by Sir Gerald Templer
Meanwhile the attacks continued  Tramn derailments prompted
sured ralway trolleys 1o precede the

Women Home

the importation of special

mail traims () Organised groups such as t

Guards from Kelantan (6) were formed 1 0 delence Secunty

was tghtened especially on Furopean-mun estates such as the tea

wardens of Cameron Highlands where pickers were guanded by the

il Police Force (1) Scarches became a regular pan of

men could be searched in

bus travel and speaial booths where w

peivate were set up by the roadside
Propaganda was also vital. Radio Malaya ran a special weekly

senes called My Job and the Emergency on Saturday evenmngs (f

and loud-hailers mounted on armed vehicles (70 were

Informanon Services persannel to persuade the communists to

aged across the country,

surtender Ant-communist rallies wer

and areas that were considered free of insurgents were designated

White Areas’ (23 and curfews and food restrictions were dr

Innud - 1954 the Urang Asl were back on the governmer

1de . causing a further blow 1o the commumst moved

9 July 1960, Prime Mimster

deeper it the ungle Finally. on

Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra signed the repeal of the Fmie

regulations (9) After a1 s officually

struggle 1t v

1 A Malayan Railisey Guard broadcasting on My Job and the Emergency’
19500 (NSTP)

2 Sultan Badiishab of Kedah looking at a pyramid proclaiming u ‘white are

i Alor Star, Kedah, 20 February 1954 (ANM)

Guarding Maleyan tea plantations, . 1955 (NSTP)

A search boath (right) for women, lase 19500 (ANM)

Kampar vaslusey station burnt by tervories, 1952 (NSTP)

Women Home Guards at a fireurms trasning sewson, 1968 (ANM)

A Magnavas’ loud-hailer mounted on an armoured vehicle. 1960 (ANM)

Special armaured irolleys ai Port Swettenham (Port Klang). 19504 (NSTP)

Prime Mimsster Tunksw Abdul Rabwan Putra igning the repeal of the

Emergency regulations. 1960 (NSTP)
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i THE BALING TALKS

In 1955, numerous victories by the security forces and growing

success in psychological warfare convinced the government that

the commu

insurgents were losing the struggle. A delegation

was formed 1o m:

with the guerrilla leaders in the hope of
reaching a political settlement before the pending federal elections
The communist delegation was led by the charismatic Chin
Peng, whose bravery against the Japanese during his time in the
MPAJA) had won him the

Order of the British Empire. He was hopeful that the talks with the

Malayan Peaple’s Anti-Japanese Army

enment would result in the legalisation of his party, so that
they could participate in the election
Balin,

Malayan Communist Party (MCP) and the Alliance, as the

{edah, was the site chosen for the talks between the

con

base was deep in the virgin rainforests of the

mountainous border re,

ne. Th

on between Thailand and Malaysia at that

ain street, still recognisable today, was lined with
sc shophouses that displayed a banner which read ‘All
peoples of Malaya wish the talks will be a complete success
On 28 Dx
Chen Tian ar

ashid Mahideen, emerged from the jungle for the

ume since

g war in 1948, They were escorted in

Security Force vehicles 1o the meeting site, dubbed ‘the Protected

Place a crowd of ous onlookers had gathered (2) to see

wdary communist |
ng, Tunku Al

onal Organtsaty

e leg der. Meanwhile the Alliance delegation,

compr

ahman Putra, leader of the
MNO). David Marshall, Chi

nited Malays

Minister of

Singapore and Dato Tan Cheng Lock, leader of the Malayan Chinese

Association (MCA) waited at the District Officers residence (4) and

held a press photog

phers' session before the event (5)

The alks were unsuccessful, howe:

hin Pengs proposal

10 lay down arms in re

1 for political recognition was not

accepted by the government delegation, who insisted that he

disband the MCP As this was tantamount to surrender, Chin Peng

returned to the jungle to continue the armed struggle; he later

went into exile in

ng and now resides in Thailand

The Emergency « don 1 August 1960, after the

s of 11,000 lives, Sporadic en, its still occurred, however,

d 1t was only in 1989 that the MCP and the Malaysian and Thai

governments signed a pe After 41 years, the armed

str

gle was finally over

1 Baling Town with peace banner, 1955 (ANM)

2 Crowd wwaiting the arrival of Chin Peng (ANM)

3 Chen Tian, Chin Peng and Rashid Mahideen leaving the mecting site with
the conducting officer, J.L.H. Davis (ANM)

4 The Alliance delegation in the District Officer’s residence (ANM)

S The Alliance delegation at a press conference before the meeting (ANM)

6 JAH. Davis accompanying Chin Peng’s party to the talks (ANM)
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uring the Emergency. towns and villages which were in close

Dpu»\m.m 10 some of the worst ‘Black Areas'—regions under
when the mam

ARLA)

as on

communist control—were vacated. It

munist army, the Malayan Races Liberaton Ar

considered the war

ed 1n 1958 and

disk govern

of the former ghost towns were once

m that som

practical
return In some cases

nd their residents allor
tllages had been v

dren who acce

had been b

ken by the Stratts Times between N

f the re

1959 recorded the return

ack ar

onow

Jenderam, Selangor. the only building left stands

Kampang Hantu™ (ghost tawn) was the mosque which was

cleaned by former residents upon their return Elsewhere. famihies

their houses, while men

sed lor photographs on the s

gathered at the local coffee shop to catch up after

In Tras, Pahang, Chinese families returned tw thew

w Year. their

celebrate Chinese »

ust ir

Eme wn the main street

ang pew were

WVEN Ut once more
1 Celebrating Chinese New Year, Tras, Pahang, 18 February 1958 (NSTP)
2 Residents cleaning the grownds of the old musque in Jenderam, Selangor.

9 November 1958 (NSTP) )

A famly revurns howe to Jenderam. Selangor. 19 January 1959 (NSTP)
Children celebrating their recurn home, Tras, Pahang, 1958 (NSTP)

A grandmother giving out ang pow during Chinese New Year. Trar,
Pabang, 1958 (NSTP)

6 Catching up s the coffee shop, Jenderam, Selangor. 19 Jamuary 1959 (NSTP)




RETURNING HOME AFTER THE EMERGENCY







CRUATION OF MALAYSIA

'[u 1961, when Tunku Abdul Rshman Putra proposed the idea of
a federation comprising Malaya,

rawak, North Borneo, Brunei
and Singapore, many poliical pundits were surprised by the
inclusion of Singapore because of its predominantly Chinese
populati
1958,

on. Even though Singapore had been self-governing since

atters of internal secur

ind defence were still maintained
by the Briush, who were only due o relinquish control in 1963 It

was expected that Singapore would seck full independence then,

layan government was concerned with the possibility
that the communists might take control of Singapore. Thus
Singapore’s inclusion in Malaysia was scen 1o be preferable even

h many Malayans and Singaporcans had reservations about

Eventually, Lee K
(PAP), and Tunku

ew, leader of the Peoples Action Party

hdul Rahman Putra reached a consensus, as
did North Borneo (now Sabah) and Sarawak, although Brunei

declined On 25 July 1963, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra returned

1o Kuala Lumpur following the completion of successful talks in

Londor

(3). On 16 September 1963, the third Yang di-Pertuan
Agong (King), Tuanku Syed Putra of Perlis, read the Royal Address
at the Proclamation of Malaysia ceremony at the Merdeka Stadium

(8). The Secretariat in Kual.

Lumpur (now the Sulian Abdul

Samad Building) was decorated for the occasion with the

n flag and the new coat of arms (7)

w 18-storey Parlament Building (6), built in the modern

ational Style, was completed for the first session of

park. on 2 November 1963 during which new members of

the Dewan Ra

at (House of Representatives) were sworn in
(4and 5). The building was opened by Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra,

who called it ‘the most mag

cent building in Kuala Lumpur

1 Tunkn Abdul Rabman Putra being greeted by thowsands of supporters upon
bis return to Kuala Lumpur from London, 25 July 1963 (ANM)

2 Tianks Abdul Raban Putra opening the new Parliament House at the first

session of parliament, 2 November 1963 (ANM)

Prime Minister of Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew, taking the oath at the

siwearing-in ceremany, 2 November 1963 (ANM)

Subah Chicf Minister Tun Fuad Stephens taking bis oath of office as part

of the first Staze Cabiner, 16 Seprember 1963

Minister of Sarasewk Affairs, Temenggong Jugah anak Barieng, taking the

wath at the swearing-in ceremsony, 2 November 1963 (ANM)

The Parliament Building in its final phase of construction, 1963 (ANM)

The Sultan Abdid Samad Building lit up for the occarion of the farmation

of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, 30 September 1963 (NSTP)

His Majesty Yang di-Pertuan Agong reading the Proclamation of Malaysia,

Merdeka Stadisom, Kuala Lumpur, 16 September 1963 (ANM)
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te the entire Mal.

laimed that the Bornean peaples had be

I

Ty

srmushes, violatons of ar sp.

wd

erronst landings i Penmsular Malsysta The conllicr

On Y December 1963, 163 centres apened

wal Service: Regstration was open 1o male
{21 and 2 Those wh

ed thew suppart 1 otk Members of

s wrapped 3500 Han Kaya cakes which

abah and Sarawak

he new military

onther On F1 August th
e Minister, Tun Abdul Razak, met
stan Foreign Sinister O Adam Malik 1o s the Peace

Treaty. honging Konfrontas tan end

1 National Service regustration, Kuska Lumpur, 1963 (ANM)

2 Lian Abdial Racak lefi) with Dy Adams Malik (rsght) sgming the Pesce Treary
Standing between thew 1 Indonerian Army Chicf. General Subutrto (ANM)

3 Tun Abdul Razak upon bhus return fram Indanesia. 12 Auguse 1966 (ANM)

45 Members of the Security Forces i Labbs, Julbor, 4 September 1964 (ANM)

6 Members of the women's orgunisaion. Kawm lbu of Makiova, packing Hari

Reaya cukes for rroops, Kuals Lumpur. ™ February 1964 (ANM)
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KUALA LUMPUR STREET SCENES

here was very litle building construction in Kuala Lumpur

during the Japanese Occupation—photographs of street
scenes taken shortly after the end of World War 1l show little
change from thase taken in the pre-war decade. This was
especially so in Chinatown, where the streets were still lined with
hawkers selling black market army rations including tinned food
and cigareties. The Chinese women still wore traditional pantsuits
and had thett hair i long braids. At Deco buildings from the
1930s and 40s, including the Odeon Cinema, still lined Batu Road
(now Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman)

How

er, Kuala Lumpur went through great changes between
the years 1946 and 1969, The streets were becoming increasingly
crowded with traffic. By 1961, new high-rise government housing
had sprung up around the capital to house many rural immigrants
who had Nlocked to the ity after Independence.

By 1969, the roads were jammed with motor vehicles—it was
not uncommon to find Mountbatten Road (now Jalan Tun Perak)
packed with Morns Minors and Volkswagens, quintessential
wvehicles of the 19505 and 60s, during the rush hour. By then, the
becak, or hicycle tnshaw, once a popular means of travel in the

city, had long since departed

1 Odeon Civema (right rear) along Baru Road, 1953 (ANM)

2 Chinese hawkers selling tinned food and cigaretses at Petaling Sereet and
Malacca Sereet, 1945 (ANM)

3 An ambulance at the MCA-UMNO merger march, 1954 (ANM)

4 Federal Dispensary in High Street, 1956. The Japanese wsed steel from the
ruins of the former dispensary to reptir bridges in and around Kuala
Lumpur during the Occupation (NSTP)

5 Old Market Square (Medan Pasar) decorated for Merdeka Dy, 1957 (ANM)

6 Foch Avenue (now Jalan Cheng Lock), 1960 (ANM)

7 Aerial view of Batu Road, 1961 (NSTP)

8 Whiteaway Luidlaw Building on the corner of Java Street (now Jalan Tun
Perak) and Malay Street decorated for Merdeka Day, 1957 (ANM)

FOLLOSING PAGES

1-2 Aerial views of Kuala Lumpur, 1961 and 1964 (NSTP)

3 Kusla Lumpur decorsted for Malayiia celebrations, 1963

4 Trade union members demonstrating in Jalan Raja, 1966 (NSTP)
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ress after Independence

urs rapid pre

In contrast to Kuala Lu

er Malaysian towns were relatis unaflected

how a town that

nages of Kuching, Sarawak. in the 195(

had hardly changed rom the days of Brooke rule. despite the

which ended

streets By

presence af motor vehicles o

in 1946, had discouraged nything tha

would radically s peaple. An
view of 1960 shows how contatned the town was then

compared to the suburban sprawl today An

< which replaced the

troyed

sandakan (3), shows modern shops and offic

the towr

temporary wooden buildings put up wk
by Allied bombs and fire at the end of the war

In Meclaka,

the streetscape rematned unchanged

r the nice of modern vehicles Penar

was much more busthing George Town was given city

tatus on | February 1957 when its § an reached 235000

y tishaws and

v 19605, nickshaw puller

ses plicd the busy streets

m the waterfront. were v low nw
1 Chinatown ureet scene, Melaka, 1965

2 View of Sanduakan from hill behind the main town, 1963 (NSTF)

3 Aerial view of Ipoh tawn cemtre, 1962.

4 Fraser's Hill: the port office ts on the lefi, 1948 (ANM)

§ View down Penang Road, George Town, Penang, 1964 (NSTT)

6 Main Hazaur, Kuching' main waterfront thoroughfare, 1953

7 Aevial view of Kota Kinabalu, 1968 (NSTP)

FOLLEREINYG PAGES
Aerial view of Kuching, Sarawak. 1960 (ANM)
















POMP AND PAGEANTRY

here were many royal events in the post-war era, some of
which had been postponed during the Japanese Occupation
New rule

were installed in place of the Japanese-nominated ones
The events were lavish in their celebrations, perhaps reflecting the
contnuing imporiance of the rulers that had been guaranteed as

the new independent nation

e of the grandest occasions was the installation of Syed
1 Hassan Jamalullail as the Raja of Perlis in 1949

. tully confirmed as the ruler of Perls in
1945, the offic
the

ceremony was only held on 4 December 1949 at
yal Palace

au His three eldest ¢
Ki

vittes included a procession of 15 decorated elephants

ren, including

Sirajuddin, the pre of Malaysia, attended the ceremony.

The fes
Other royal occastons included the 1951 engagement of the

second d.

ghter of Sultan Hishamuddin of Selangor, Tengku

10 Tengku Mahmud (las ulan) of Terengganu, and the

iyah, the daughter of the ruler of Negert Sembilan, in a
lavish three-day cvent in 1956, Three years later, Tunku Abdul

Halim Shah was alled as Sultan of

14 Installesion of the Raju of Perlis, Syed Putra ibui Syed Hastan
Jamalulluil, 4 December 1949. Master of Ceremony, §
prosenting the Raja of Perlis his State Sword and Kri
three cldest children, including Syed Sirajuddin (centre); Syed Hussain
reading the proclevation: and the procession from the litana to the Balai
Rong (audience hall) (ANM)

S Engagement of the Sultan of Selangor’s daughter, 1951 (ANM)

6 The Balai Besar (Royal Audience Hall) in Alor Star, Kedah, 1959 (ANM)

7 Kedaly wedding of Tunku Abdul Halim to Tunku Baiyah, 1956 (ANM)

810 Installation of Sultan Abdul Halim Shah of Kedah, 1959. The Sultan
inspecting the Maluay Regiment an bis visit to the mosque; driving through
Alor Star; and the coronation procession (ANM)
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The festivities alsa i 1s singing songs of
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1 The people of Naning useit in the bundreds ro watch the procesion (NSTP)

2 The Duato Lela Mabaraja, pledging bis loyalsy to the new Dato Naning
(setted o raised cxshions) (NSTP)

1 The Dato Panglima Besar proparing to fire the ancient gun (NSTP)

4 Student choir from the local Simpang Ampar Malay School (NSTP)

S Procession to the old wone mosue rwo-and.ahlf miles asoay. The three
chicfi leading the procession are (from left to right) the Dato Panglima
Besar, the Dato lmam Prring and the Dato Panglima Bebas (NSTP)
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KINGS AND THEIR ROLE

attained Independence in 1957, one of the
provisions of the Constitution was the creation of the office
of Yang di-Pertuan Agong. Paramount Ruler or King, who is one of

the State rulers elected by the Conference of Rulers for a five

ear

period. Thereafier another ruler is chosen. As Head of State, the
Yang di-Pertua

gong acts on the advice of the Prime Minister

The first King was Tuanku Abdul Rahman, the ruler of Negeri

Sembilan, shown here receving hus speech from Prime Minister
Tunku Abdul Rabman Putra at the formal opening of Parliament
on 12 September 1959 (1) The Kings unexpected death the
following year was marked by a state funeral on 3 April 1960 that
was attended by thousands of mourners,

ultan Hishamuddin of Selangor became the second King, but

assed away after only five months of service.

The third King, Tuanku Syed Putra, the Raja of Perlis, was the

car reign (1960-65). He
a. the first King of Malaysia, and the

first King of Malaya to complete the five

was alsa the last King of Ma
only King of Singapore in modern umes. His consort, Tuanku
Budnah. the Raja Permatsuri Agong, was patron of many charities
and assocuations, including the Girl Guides

The populanty of the Paramount Ruler is evident from

graphs taken dunng Tuanku Syed Putras official visit to

anu and Kelantan in the carly 1960s. Crowds lined the
k and jammed every available fishing craft as the King
armved at the Kelantan border, and thousands gathered to watch
the official party enter Kota Bharu (4).

The founth King, Sultan lsmail of Terengganu, took over on

21 September 1965 and completed his term in 1970,

1 Tuanku Abdsd Ralman at the formal opening of Parliament, 1959 (ANM)

2 The ropal cortege on Victory Avenue (notw Jalan Raja) during the state
funeral procession of Tuankw Abdsul Rabman, 3 April 1960 (ANM)

3 Tuanku Syed Putra taking the salute at Singapore’s ity Hall,

11 November 1963 (ANM)

4 Tuanku Syed Pusra arriving in Kota Bharw, Kelantan, carly 1960 (NSTP)

5 Tiuanksu Syed Putra and bis consors Tuanku Budriah on their first official
visit 10 Singapore, 11 November 1963 (ANM)

6 Tisanku Abdul Ralymn and bis consort Tuanku Kurshiah with Sultan
Hisamuddin and the Tenglu Ampuan of Selangor bidding faresell 1o
Presidens Ngo Dinh Diem of the Republic of Vietnam afier bis five-day
wisit to Malaya, February 1960 (ANM)

7 Tiuanku Syed Putrs addressing the congregation afier prisyers at the Litana
grounds, Kuals Lumpur, 23 April 1964 (ANM)

8 Tuanku Budriah with delegates during a conference of Girl Guide
wwociations from Maliaya, Singapare, Sarawak and Sabab, 1963 (ANM)
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I Prime Minister of Australia, R G. Menzies ut a blowpipe
demonstration. Cameron Highlands, 9 Devemsber 1959 (ANM)
> The Shah of lran and his consort arriving at Kuala Lumpur, Kuala

Lumpur International Airpor. 17 January 1968 (ANM)

3 Primse Minister of India Indira Gandl addressing 4 public rally
30 May 1968 (ANM)

4 Prince Philip. the Dke of Edinburgh, inspecting & guard of honowr on his
visit 1o Kuals Lumpur, 4 March 1965 (ANM)

5 US Prevident Johnson at the bowse of 4 settler, 30 Octuber 1966 (ANM)

6 US Artorney-General Robert V. Kennedy with Prime Minister Tunku
Abdil Rahman (lefi) and Deputy Prive Minister Tun Abdud Razak bin
Hussein (right), 1964 (ANM)
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GOVERNMENT AT WORK

hete was much 10 do for the new nation after Independence,
and the leaders in the first decades were tireless in their efforts
1o develop the nation both economically and socially

For although
the Briush government had bequeathed law and order, a good
infrastructure and a healthy economy, the policy of directing ethnic
groups towards specific cconomic areas was due for a change

Press photographs of that time showed government leaders at
numerous openings and launches. Prime Minister Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra opencd the Malayan Microwave Trunk System on
26 Scptember 1959 by making t

first telephone call to the Prime
Minister of Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew (5). In Penang, new ferries

necting Butterworth and Penang were launched while a new

National Monument commemora

ng those who died fighting the
communist insurgents in the Emergency was erccted (4).

Ethnic harmony was of prime importnce and the leaders
participated in many multi-cultural occasions to show their
support, In 1966, Deputy Prime Minister Tun Abdul Razak opened
the Sri Maha Manamman Hindu Temple in Bentong, Pahang. The
following year, Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra

addressed a crowd at the Hindu festival of Thaipusam.

i

The leaders also made many rural visits 10 acquaint themselves
better with the general population. Among the activities during

such visits were the laying of the foundation stone of a mosque

and leading the congregation in prayers.

1 Ticnku Abdul Rabman Putra bids farewell to the first batch of pilgrims 10
Mecca to depart from Pors Siecttenham, 20 February 1960 (ANM)

2 Returning from the Commonwealth Prime Minister's Conference in
London, 15 June 1960 (ANM)

3 District Officer Ghazali bin Mohamed Nor driving through a paper ribbon
to declure a car park open, Cameron Highlands, 18 May 1963 (NSTP)

4 Tun Abdul Razak and Felix de Weldon, the sculptor of the National
Monument that is being lified into place, 28 July 1965 (ANM)

5 Tunkis Abdul Ralsman Putra making the first telephone call to Lee Kiuan
Yeuw on the newly opened Malayan Microware Trionk System, 1959 (ANM)

FOLLOWING PAGES

1 Tion Abid Razak at Marudi, Sarasok, 14 May 1966 (ANM)

2 Tien Abdul Razak (with garland) at the opening of the Sri Maha
Mariamman Hindu Temple. Bentong, Pahang, 2 February 1966 (ANM)

3 Tianke Abdul Rabman Putra addressing devotees at Thaipusam, 1967 (ANM)

4 Tin Abdul Razak on bis way to address a gathering, Kuala Krau, Pabang,
12 February 1968 (ANM)

5 Tien Abdud Razak leading prayers at the Laying of a foundation stone for a
mosque at Kampong Sayong Tengah, Perak, 15 March 1968 (ANM)

RS 6 Tiunku Abdul Rabmian Putra officiating at the filling-up of the Pedu Dam,

Muds Irrigation Scheme. Kedah, 12 May 1969 (ANM)




KOAD TO NATIONHOOR

M y
l
WELCOME@ TO BARAM /
DTy PR 5o TiE HON.

TIE HO TIE MUSTER N
T oF SARAWAK



GOVERNMENT AT WORK




ROAD TO NATIONHOOD

o anguage. with Malay culwral tadison

garded as wmportan: in fongng ar

tery In 1956, the Dewan Babasa dar

anid Literature Agency ) was estahlished w

entonrage the wse of Malay Changes in educanon wer

fually 1o replace Englich with Malay To aid i the transiton

1oh as National Language Week were launched
clopment was also smportan—ur an reading
compenitions were held in every state
The governments call for nanonal solidanty durn hw
onfrontation with Indonesia resulied i a good wiemour a the
o | | Elevnons with the Alllance winning 1250l |59
cats Natwnal pride also resulted 1 good response 10 the 15sie

National Detence Bonds, with eager buyers hning up 8 a Kuala

1ssiie in 1965 Uther

Lumiput post oflice on the lirst o

nal solidanty Week

programmes fo

Floodds were  major problem i the 190y, perbups

tor rural

eanng ol |

exacerhated by

vicnms imvolved

pramme g ad 1o

resettlement pr

the Ministry ol Delence and army

Malaysiars from all walk

olficers conducted house-to-house collecton:

donations, which were then packed by stud

1 Quewing wp to purchase National Defence Bonds on the firt day of e,
Kuali Lumpar, 14 July 1965 (ANM)
2 Ppils of Sckolubs Menenguh Melieyu singing the National Language Week
)

rune a the opensng cevemony, Kuala Lumpur. 25 fanuary 1960 1

3 Voters quene a1 the polling itarion. Jinjang New Village, Selangor. for the
clections of 1964 (ANM)

4 The Tenghu Ampuars of Selangor presenting the trophy tn the winner of
Seluangor s annual Qur an Reading Campetition. 1964 (ANM)

5 Army officers handing out donated clothes to flood victims. 1967 (ANM)

6 Deputy Prime Minister Tun Abdul Rz
Kelantan, 1967 (ANM)

* Flag-raising ceremony at the Selaugor Club Psdang during National
Solidarity Week, February 1967 (ANM)

& A full drews rebearsal of the Children and Yauth Rally. Merdeka Seedium.
Kl Lumpur, 28 August 1967 (ANM)

9 Staff of the Information Ministry preparing the exbibits for National
Solidarity Week, October 1965 (ANM)

10 Studdent volunseers from Bukit Bintang Secomdary Girls' School packing
clothes for flocd victims, 1967 (ANM)

inspecting flood damage i
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POST-MERDEKA BUILDING BOOM

fier Independence, the need for new infrastructure, coupled
with national pride, resulted in enormous building activity
ranging from nationwide projects to planned new towns.
During the war, Kuala Lumpur had expanded with unsightly
and unsanitary squatier setilements. So, in 1953, the government

decided to develop the new

llite town of Petaling Jaya, which
was to use the Western model of street gnds and concrete
buildings, despite the unsuitability of this type of housing in

equatorial climates

gh-rise government flats were also constructed to house the

urban residents who were living in squatter settlements. The $2.5

million Sungei Pani Towers Scheme at Ipoh was one such example.
AULS floors, it was Ipoh first skyscraper and provided 408 units
of low-cost llats. Other residential towers followed, including those
in Seremban, which were named the Tun Dr lsmail Mansions in
honour of the Minister of the Interior.

Among the buildings constructed in the 19505-60s were

Malaysia’ first university, the University of Mal

. which was

wred by the bold, Modernist architecture of Le Corbusier;

t House (1963); the new Subang International Airport
(1965); and the National Mosque (1965)
M.

or road building works included the completion of the

west trunk road between Kuala Lumpur and Kuantan
Bulldozers were used o clear the dense rainforests on the Maran

Belimbing stretch that have all but vanished today. A major blow
tothe road builders was the extensive flooding during the 1960-61
o

wsoon. which swept away part of the n

wly constructed Temerioh
Bndge Other major works included the Klang Gates Dam (1959)
and the new Johor Bahru Power Station (1963).

1-3 The Temerloh Bridge before, during and afier the major floods of the
1960-61 monsoon (ANM)

4 Klang Gates D, officially opened on 3 August 1959 (ANM)

5 Minister of the Interior, Dato Dr lomail bin Dato Abdul Rahman, laying
the foundation stone of the Sungei Pari Towers Scheme, Ipoh, 1963 (ANM)

6 Tien Dr limail Mansions, Seremban, 1966 (ANM)

7 Deputy Prime Minister Tun Abdul Razak inspecting the Somguang-
Jerantut stresch of the east-west trunk road, 1963 (ANM)

& Minister of Public Works, Telecommunicarions and Pors, Sardon bin Haji
Jubir, and Minister of Education, Mobamed Khir Jobari, at the building
site of the Engineering Faculty of the University of Malaya, 1958 (NSTP)

9 Aerial view of Pealing Jaya, Selangor, during its construction in 1953
(ANM)

10 The Maran-Belimbing stretch of the east-west trunk road during
construction, 1961 (ANM)



ROAD TO NATIONHOOD

I 1 it Brtish and vacant Lind hecame thi
propet W overn 1 land shorge develaped. especially
! e
g up of the Federal Land
I Vo 19an. which resentled

on nesly cleared Land | Rubber
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Pepartment of fbomution photogaphs fnom the 19608 show
the lfestsle i the carly TELDA senlements fypual rural living
I e e swere anghouse quaners eemshed wal
3 el Lswoven mats ot sleepmg The setilers used

! It DUt nets were essential Al ar
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stren ditlicull in the s new settlemen
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stich as batik

settlements to sl R 41y
haskerry and br e s well a
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1 lutersor of u sertlement longhorse, 1960 (ANM)

2 A typical family at a FELDA settlement—tise fisther tends to the yegetables
and fruit grown on their Land plot. bhis seife hangs out the Laundry while
their children feed the poudery, 1960 (ANM)

5 A tree trunk Iauled by settlers inddicates the wze of the trees that had 10 be
felled, Kemabai wheme in Jelebw districe. Negers Sembilan, 1960 (ANM)

4 Landless familics from Denang and Province Wellesley arviving in Kuala
Lumpur by train en route 1o @ FELDA seetlemens, 1963 (ANM)

$ Goverument afficery looking over & FELDA settlement, 1963

6 A young mother washing ber chldren at one of the three RIDA wells
installed as Telok Gedong on Panghar liland. 1960 (ANM)

op at the Sunger Tiang Land Derelopment arca on Kedh,

* A coaperatin
1960 (ANM)
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MAKING A LIVING

n the post-Independence years, cconomic restructuring was a

|

levels especally between the urban and rural population. The

overnment prionty, but there were major disparities in income

educated minority, pamicularly the Malays, were in the government

service, while the Chinese were employed in commercial houses

y of M;

However, the vast major alaysians, especially the rural

warkers, had only a primary school education

Many Malays worked at traditional farming and fishing
occupations, selling their produce at local markets, although
rubber was a popular means of making a living for smallholders
despite price fluctuations and competition from synthetics. In the

19605, however, oil palm was already overtaking rubber and many

allholders switched to the new crop. The rural Chinese also
followed suir, although many still worked market gardens and
planted other crops such as pepper in Sarawak. Some Chinese

women still made a livin

1 from n panning in the west coast
nvers, despite the drop in demand and production for tin

Utban life was dominated by the Chinese who worked in every
occupation, particularly those in production, transport and sales

In 1969, 47 per cent of Chinese still lived in the rural areas, but

the percentage has heen dropping since then—by the end of the
millennium, 90 per cent lived in urban areas
The Indians were still mainly employed in the plantation

sector, although sc

ne were successful traders.

1 Lowding tin ingots on 10 trucks, Kuals Lumpur, 1947 (NSTP)
2 A metalware shop in Kuals Luwmpur's Chinatown, ¢. 1960 (NSTP)
3 A specialist technician repairing a map at the National Archives, Petaling
Jaya, 1967 (ANM)
4 Female employees operating account-posting machines at the Post Office
Sarings Bank's headquarters in Petaling Jaya, 1966 (ANM)
5 Weighing rubber latex at a collection cenre, Melika, 1959 (NSTP)
6 Chinese women tin miners at Ampang, 1959 (NSTP)
7 Off-loading palm fruits at the Teluk Merbau Estate, 1960 (NSTP)
8 A west coust town murker, 19601
9 Chinese workers at the Malayan Pewter Co., Kuala Lumpur, 1951 (NSTP)
10 Kelantanese women pulling in a boat, 1960
11 Mulay women selling their produce in a town market, 1962 (NSTP)
12 Pepper drying on mats in Sarawsk, 1954 (NSTP)
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o o e maen, /

L

]: the economit uncertanty of the postwar years, workers
ought to better therr lot by joimng libour unions By 1947, the

Malayan Federation of Trad

15 dominated the ¥

METUD which controlled almost 90 per cent of the
untons in Malaya However, as the workers demands for highier

wages threatened prolils, new government measures were

nfluence i the

introdduced which eventually reduced commumst
unton movement

hroughout the 19505 and 60s. workers were inspired by

international sociahist movements that had radically changed the

plobal politcal lindscape. and felt empowered by they

unions Strikes and pickenng by dissatistied workers demanding

by

s, better warking condittons and hasic human nght

were a comman occurrence thioughout the counry. In 1954

Jong-term Malayan Collienes workers gathered tor a public
tmeeting At Bty ATng W protest against the governments decision
Bt 1o by coal from Malayas coal idustry I the 19605, striking

T 1 dovers i Penang demanded Merdeka for Workers

the 19608, however. was not related 1o

kers nghts 10 was over communal issues When in the 1969

ons the Alliarice lost their two-thirds saonty n Parlument
a celehranon march through Kuala Lumpur by the Malaysian
Peoples Movement (Gerakan and the Democrauc Acuon Parny

DAY on 12 Ma

resulted in

ounter-rally hy supporters of the

United Malays National Organisation (UMNO) However, the

celebranon detenorated into nots on 13 May, The four-day

disturbance saw many Latahties and thousands ot and homes

destroyed The constaution was suspended. 4 national emet

declared, and the fragihity of ethnic unity revealed  Although the

fots happened 34 years ago. this is sull o relatively closed subject

and photographs of the event are rarely seer

1 Townsfoll who were made hamelew during the 13 May riots, Kuala
Lumpur, 1969 (NSTP)

2 Municipal bus drivers on strike, Penang, 1960 (NSTP)

3 Familics of dusmissed strikers from Lee Pineupple Factory prosesiing aguinst
eviction from company quarters. Johor Rabru. 1957 (NSTP)

4 A protert meeting against the Perak tate government’s decirion to give the
town over to tin mining, Papan, 23 July 1964 (NSTP)

5 A desersed sereet in Kuale Lmpur afier a curfose was imposed during the
riets, 15 May 1969

6 Hasbers protesting the arret of ellows hasckers in Kusala Liampuo, 19605 (NSTP)
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THE FIRST UNIVERSITY

Iu 1949, the University of Malaya was formed in Singapore when
King Edward VIl Callege of Medicine (1905) and Raffles College

(1928) merged. In the 19505, the university had two campuses—

Singapore and Kuala Lumpur—then in 1961, legislation was
1onal universities.
fied as U

. Pnme Minister Tunku

passedt 10 enable them to becor

The Kuala Lumpur campus was re-establi

versity of

Malaya on | January 1962, and on 16

Abdul Rahman Putra became us first Chancellor. The first Vice-
le

cllor was Professor

Chancellor was the renowned mathematician, Professot ander

Opperheim. The first Malaysian Vie-Cl

Ungku Abdul Aziz, who was appointed in 1968,

The first laculties of the University of Malaya were Science,
Agnculiure, Ans, and Engineening, followed by Medicine (1963),

Education (1964), and Economics and Admimistration (1966)

The Colombo « funding and scholarship programme

which enabled talented student

wly independent
Commonwealth countries to study at unsversities and colleges in
the United Kingdom, Austral

and New Zealand, contributed

greatly 1o Malayan higher education. The laboratory of the Faculty

of re (fur

y New Zealand) was established under the

Plan and many of the lacultics

first lecturers were former Colombo

Plan students who had obtained their degrees in New Zealand

1 Acrial view of the University of Malaya, 19605 (NSTP)

2 Laboratory in the Faculty of Agriculture, 1966 (NSTP)

3 Vice-Chancellor Dao Sir A. Oppenbeim addressing 657 freshmen at an
arientation week ceremony, 19 May 1963 (NSTP)

4 Froshmen in front of the dining hall of the First Residential College (NSTP)

5 Chan Sup Mei receiving ber Diploma in Education from Chancellor
Tunku Abdsel Ralman Putra, 1964 (NSTP)

6 The University’s acting principal Prof. . Mason saluting the 250 frestmen
who huad just taken their fraternizy vous 1959 (NSTP)

7 Studenss marching in protest aguinst communal antagonism on campus,
1967 (NSTP)
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'
o its matden Might from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur on
()) Apnl 1947 Malayan Arrways Limited carned five
passengers in 4 twin-engine Aitspeed Consul By 19490 with the
tton of three 2 1-seater DC s, domestic and regonal flights

aded 1o Jakarta, Meds

wagon, Bang|

Sarawak and Rangoon There were S inseveral towns.

including Melaka. Kota Bharu and Ipoh

On tndependence m 1957 the wrhine was restructured it 3

public limited compar ed by the Federation of Malayd and

Sir Brtish Overseas Ainways Corporation

ons followed | including

WOACT and Qantas More areralt acquis

a Douglas DCH Skymaster and 2

wkheed Super Constellation In

| Britania and avear later
nted (MALY

neo Alrways

1962 the mrhines aquired the B

when the airline was renamed Malaysian Airways Ly

1 punchased five De Havilland Comet 4 Whep B

edd with MAL i 1965, the carners fleet and network

5 when Singapare separated from Maliysia

ty control o the arhine

ovet the may

vernments

sed Malaysia-Singapore Airfines (MSA] The

ated under this ¢ unnl the i ration of

Malaystan Airhines System Berhad (MAS) i 1971

In 1963, pilgrims flew 1o Mecea tor the first ume on

chartered KLM Royal Dutch atrcradt. There were 43 pilgrims o

nd med

the travel age o Malay-speaking crew

that were prepared according to Mushim requirements I 1965

the Kuala Lumpur airport at Sunget Besi was supersede

2-milhon

lomgest ru

way
1 Kuala Lumpur's first insernatsonad airport as Sunges Bess. 1959 (ANM)
2 Pilgrims boarding the plane for Mecea. 1963 (ANM)

3 Students of the first air-traffic controllers’ course, 1952

4 The firt airpore building in Kota Bheru. 1949 (ANM)

§ Kot Kinabalu Airport, 196~

6 lpeh Airport, 1959 (ANM)

* Melaka Airport at Batu Berendam, 1954 (ANM)

& Front view of the terminal building, Kuala Lumpur Asrport. 1956 (ANM)
9 Pemang Airport, 19505 (ANM)

10 Sultan Abu Bakar of Pubung at Kuala Lumpur Airport, 1968

11 Colombe Plan vudenss le ¢ for New Zealand. 1968 (ANM)
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CINEMA, RADIO AND TV

’1‘hr entertainment world in the 1950s and 1960s was

mlee, an

dominated by one exceptional talent—

and

accomplished actor. director, songwriter, sing isician,

Malaysias most famous and mq

st popular aniste even today

break when

Borm in Penang in 1929, P Ramlee got his first

a talent scout from Shaw Brothers in Singapore spotted him at a

sin st in 1948, With the offer of a job as a backing singer,

he moved 1o Singapore and changed the face of Malay music and

ed by Hindust,

movies Infly i film music as well as by

traditional keroncong, P Ramlee created an entirely new genre of

music, composing over 200 songs on the guitar, violin and piano.

His compositions we ned in over 70 movies, many of

per
which were directed by him. His first dirccting effort, Penartk Beca,

al standard, while

raised Malay movies from amateur o internatio

the camera technigues he used in his 1956 hit Semerah Padi are
considered mnovative even today

P Ramlee v

168 were amor

the favourites played on Radio

renamed Radio Malaysia) which was set up in 1946.

1 orchestra which toured the

Radio Malaya also had a chair an

nation in the 1960s. “Talentime’ contests were organised in the

19605 to provide ¢ for young Mal.

a teenage hand called ‘The Beautniks® won the contest, signalling

haired rock n

the start of a new era of long isicians,
But the most momentous event in the entertainment scene in
Malaysia took place in 1963 when Television Malaysia was

launched in Kuala Lumpur

1 Odeon Cinema in Campbell Road, Kuala Lumpur, 1953 (ANM)

2 Prime Minister Tunkw Abdul Rabman Putri at the inauguration of
Television Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, 28 Decenber 1963 (ANM)

3 A programume operator at Rudio Malaya, 1961 (ANM)

4 “The Beautniks, winners of “lilentime' in 1966 (ANM)

5 The Panggong Ancka'show sith the Radio Malaya Orchertra, 1963 (ANM)

6 Azia Sattar, I Ramlee and S. Shamudin in ‘Bujang Lapok, 1957

7 Radio Malaya choir recording the National Langusge Week tune, ‘Bahasa
Jirea Bangua', 1960 (ANM)
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| as an oversea:

tion. imbuing then

l) adio, cinema, mag;

Neducation nfluenced the post-wa

with new tdeas, fashions and 4 slang on life that diflerec

from thar of their parents generation: More Malaysians wer

higher education, giving women espectally. greater

itanir

ower i the workpilace

mdependence s well as conlidence and
This new generanon also saw beyond the harriers of nariow ethm
anstrants that had insulated thetr communtiies i the past

I the 19 Malayan gels cagerly followed the o 1
had swepi ¢ tern world following the end of austenty in
Wotl v Hull skins, short-sleeved hlotses, coun
1 ppueur for umversity students and the
middie-class urhan minority who coald afford them By the 1960
Tothes were tighter. hemlines were shomer, ad sprayed and
teased b b replaced the natural cotls of vestery

The new vouti generaton also excelld na number of sp
I 1967 the Thomas Cap svinbol of world hadminton suprenucy
was won by Malaysia

1 Victorsa utiution undents fahion thow, 1964 (NSTT)
2 Young buglesh-educated Chinese at u function, 19505 (ANM)
$4 The victorious Thomas Cup players arriving ar Subang Avrport and i
a motorcade procession through Kuala Lumpur. 1968 (ANM)
§ Holidity mukers at Cameron Highland. 19605 (NSTP)
6 Young Malaysians at 4 party, 19501 (ANM)
™ A mudei cuderal parey. 19505 (ANM)
& Winwers of an esuay writing contest in Kuula Liompur, 1963 (ANM)
9 Raja Fatimah binte Tonail being crowned ‘Selangor Linguage Month
Queen, by Tenghw Acwan Shah, Kuala Lumpur, 1965 (ANM)
10 Pemang Free School’s 1 36th anniversary celebrations, 1952 (NSTP)
11 Testing a ‘love meter” at the Victoria Instrsution Seience Exhibition, 1961
NSTI)
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MALAY FORTRAITS

y the end of the 1960, the Malay proportion in Peninsular
BM;lI.lynm‘s population was 53 per cent, while the indigenous
Muslim peoples of Sabah and Sarawak represented only about 25
per cent. With an estimated 75 per cent of Malays living belaw the
poverty line, photographic portraits (2 and 3) were the preserve of

the small, but growing, middle-to-upper classes. Most household

did not own cameras, but would visit the local photographic
studio on special occasions.

During the era from the late 19405 to the end of the 1960s,
the majority of Malays still lived in rural kampongs and were
engaged in traditional occupations such as fishing (5), although
the move to the city for better job prospects and education had
already begun, Many Malays joined, and formed the majority of,
the Armed Forces (7).

Malay clothing of the time was still very much traditional
although women’s outfits had become more form-fitting and urban
women left their heads bare. This can be seen in the photograph of
a typical middle-class family such as that of Colonel Abbas Abdul
Manan (9): his daughter was in a Western dress and he wore a
Western suit. In reality, few families could afford to dress their
children in Western dress—the young girls shown here in Western
dress (8) are celebrating the birthday of the Sultan of Selangors
daughter Tengku Marina (blowing the candles).

Finery was still worn for ceremonial events, such as the
installation of Kamaruddin bin Haji Ibrahim, one of Selangor$ four
major territorial chiefs, at the Istana Raja Muda in Klang on
13 May 1948 (6), and the engagement of Tengku Mahmud (later
Sultan) of Terengganu to Tengku Bariah, the second daughter of
Sultan Hishamuddin of Selangor in 1951 at the same palace (10),

Prayer attire was also traditional, as shown in the photograph
of the congregation at the newly opened Al-Rahman Mosque at the
University of Malaya in 1963 (4).
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A\ frer Independence i 1957, the Chinese expanded and
diversilied their ecconomic activities the 1960s saw the
niddle class. When Malaysia was formed in 1963

tion. By 1970,

rise of a strong

134 per cent of the total po

Chinese form;

pared to the

had a 27 per cent share of corporate equit

4 per cent. However, many of the 500,000 Chinese who

RENCY W

d in New Villages during the En

had been res

forty iy of them still lived at or below the poverty lev

Photographic portraits were fashionable for weddings and
family portraits. The Western-style wedding gowns were now the
norm, in contrast to the previous decades when brides stll wore

the traditional Chinese-style gown. Other trends, such as elaborate
al

groups were o large they b

). Some

doors

caught on with the well-t

wedding cak

i 1o

wedding

rather than in the photographic studio, such as this 70-plus-
ng the 19505

member family that posed by a café in Penang du
(1), For family portraits, however, the majority of Chinese women
stlll wore their traditional pantsuits (4). In contrast, unmarried

girls p

occasions a

espectally for special

d form.

the style of Hollywood
cinema queens that were the ng the 19605 (6 o 8)

Press photographers captured the Chinese at work in various

trades. Shown here are a shopkeeper tallying the bill with an

clogs while his customer

abacus (10), a craftsman making woc
waits (12), and a trio of salesmen preparing Chinese medicine in a

typical kedat uk

survive in similar style today (11)

(Chinese medical store), some of which sull

A unusual ph here is that of a party of Straits
ese Do

Mei in Penang v

ct dang Sayang screnaders on a bus during Chap Goh

hey toured the city of George Town (13),
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PORTRAITS OF A PLURAL SOCIETY

he time of Independence, Malaysia was al

ady very much a

ural soc Next to the Malays and Chine:

he Indians

were the third-largest eth

 group, comprising 10 per cent of the
wtal population. Other La

Sarawak and Kad.

ge populations included the Than in

in Sabah The rest of the population was
made

up of a spectrum of peoples from the indigenous Orang Asli

to the Eurasians of Melaka, whose ancestors arnved in the 15th

century durin

the Pontuguese colonial era

After the formation of Malaysia, the various ethnic groups grew

increasingly aware of thetr identity as Malaysians—many

photographs from t

e 1960s show how integration was a daily

ergence of a generation born and bred in
Malaysia, ties to the varous motherlands were loosening, Working
Malays

of all ethnic persuasions celebrated public holidays

retumni

: 10 their hometowns and villages in the Mal

suyle

often
uch as Cheng Beng (All Souls
alaysians went o vernacular schools even though

ed on 1
Day) Many N

English-medium schools were open to bright children of all races.

ided life on the estates, but thase

who were English-educated were able 10 enter the public service,

such as the

hree ra

ay officials who smiled for the camera

despite the fact that their stat

@

ad been burnt down by
communist insur,

1 Atea party for siudents of the Government English School, Labuan (NSTP)
2 Indian dancers, Merdeka Day, 1957 (ANM)

3 Indian officials by their railuay ation. Selangor, 1950 (NSTP)

4 Portuguese- Eurasian singers. “Tres Amigos, from Melaka, 1957 (ANM)

5 Jahut Orang Asli at Sungai Kiol, Pahang, 1960: (ANM)

6 Sir Gerald and Lady Templer entertaining Orang Asli, 1954

7 Orang Auli at the installarion of the Raja Muda of Selangor, 1950 (ANM)
8 View inside a Sikh temple. Pudu Road, Kuala Lumpar, 1967 (ANM)

9 A Indian wedding couple, c. 1950
10 Dayak chicfi and a colonial officer, 1949 (NSTP)
11 Commuters rushing home for Cheng Beng festival, 1965 (NSTP)

281



W o

K| E,_E_: A. ,
_. il fwzﬁa o

é&%@ %

I

Ll i.,_

i ggi

.u____;___,__..a_.k_a
_ E;,L::




CHAPTE

R &

A NEW IDENTITY
1970-2004

n this chapter. the photographic record of Malaysia begins in
black and white. then gradually changes to that of colour; an
analogy of the numerous changes that have taken place in the

country from the 1970s to today. In one generation, just about

everything in Malaysia underwent radical alteration, In the 1970s,
travel writers wrote of how coconut palms were becoming
dwarfed by the skyline of Asias newest capital. A generation later,

Kuala Lumpur metamorphosed into a futuristic metropolis with

some of the worlds talle

buildings surrounded by an ocean of
subutbs. In the 1970s. most families had only a bicyele for
transport. With the natonal car project in the 1980s, many
families today own one. if not two, three, or even four cars. Radios
have been replaced by satellite television networks, newspapers by
the internet, and trishaws by rapid-transport networks. Rice fields

and o1l palm plantations that provided employment 1o many ha

e

been replaced by factories and cyber cities. Villages become

increasingly quict as their inhabitants are drawn 1o the citics—to
the brave new world of 21st century consumerism

On Independence Day in 1970, a new national ideology, the
Rukunegara, was announced. It was dedicated towards greater
unity within the nation, maintaining a democratic way of life,
creating a just society with the nanons wealth equitably
shared. ensuring liberality in culwral wradinons, and building a
progressive society oriented to modern science and technology

The first tangible step taken towards achieving one of the five
goals i the Rukunegara came soon after with the establishment
ol the New Economic Policy (NEP) in 1971, which was designed
to eradicate poverty regardless of ethnicity, as well as increase
Malay participation in the economy. Despite having the most
political clout compared to the other races, the Malays' economic
involvement was a mere two per cent of corporate equity
Although about hall of Malaysias population lived below the
poverty hne at that time, three-quarters of them were Malay. Thus
the NEP sought not only to redistribute the pie. but also to increase
its size to ensure that no ethnic group would be disadvantaged

To this end. foreign-owned tin and plantation companies were
taken over by the to boost national

government corporate

ownership. trust agencies were established. entreprencurship was

283

encouraged by government bodies such as the Council of Trust for
Indigenous People (MARA), and numerous enterprises such as
state cconomic development corporations were set up. Initially,
there were [ears that the Chinese would be disadvantaged, but
their business acumen soon proved these fears were unfounded.
d 1970s enabled

government to make considerable progress. However, providence

Economic prosperity achie in the the

also played a major part, especially with the discovery and
development of large natural gas and oil reserves located off the
Sarawak and Terengganu coasts.

Also in 1970, after 16 months of Emergency rule under the

ions Council, Tun Abdul Razak bin Hussein

National Oper:
became Prime Minister upon the retirement of Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra in September. Nicknamed the ‘Organisation Man’,
the Pahang-born lawyer was responsible for expanding the former
Alliance coalition to create the Barisan Nasional (BN) that went on

to win the 1974 clections and every election since then. In that

same year, Malaysia recognised Communist China and also
identified usell with the non-aligned countries of the Third World.
In 1976, on the premature death of Tun Abdul Razak at the age

of 54, Tun Hussein Onn, a Johor-born lawyer

and eldest son of the

founder of the United Malays National Organisation (UMNO)

Dato” Onn Ja'afar, took over as N

laysia’s third Prime Minister.

amad und Dt

whum, Kuala Lumpur, 23 October 1999,

n Seri Dr Siti Hasmah arrive at a Barsian

Petronas Twin Towers, Kuala Lumpur, 2003
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He was treless in his efforts to make the NEP a reality, and towards
this end he introduced the Nanonal Unit Trust (Amanah Saham
Nasional) controlled by the Natwonal Equity Corporation
(Permodalan Nasional Berhad, or PNB) which allowed Bumiputera
(sons of the soil) to nvest in its shares. With these funds, the PNB
then had the means 1o take over foreign companies. In 1981, due 1o
ill health, he relinquished his post to his deputy. Datuk Sert Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, who became Malaysias fourth Prime Minister.

Polinical pundits knew that change would be inevitable under the
outspoken, no-nonsense. Kedah-born doctor, who had been
expelled from the party after criticising Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra
about the 1969 civic troubles. He was later re-admitted by Tun Abdul
Razak in 1972, and made Minister of Education in 1974

As the fiest prime mumnister who was not educated overseas
Dr Mahathir sought to create a more independent and self-reliant
Malaysin without any colonial baggage. This direction was quickly
revealed with his 1982 ‘Buy Briush Last” campaign and his ‘Look
East' policy, which was aimed at switching the Malaysian mindset
from emulating Western culture 1o the more hardworking and

efficient Japanese model, When recession struck in the carly 1980s,

falaysia Inc.’, which in

he launched a privatisation programme, )
clfect turned the government into a commercial enterprise
Everything from the rilways to the natonal airline, utilities to
tolled highways were privatised. At the same ume he also initiated
1 bold policy of heavy industnalisation with a steel industry, oil
vrkun‘nc\ and a natonal car In 1982, Perusahaan Otomobil
Nasional Bhd (PROTON) was set up and when the first Proton Saga
rolled off the assembly line in 1985, 1t was not only the first car to
be manulactured and designed in Malaysia, but also in Southcast

Asta. Crties at that time saw the national car as a white elephant,
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but with the help of tariffs and massive investment, PROTON had
cornered 65 per cent of the local car market with almost 1.4 million
units on the road.

The governments move away [rom agriculture towards

industrialisation was also mirrored in the changing lifestyles of

Malaysians, who left the plantations in droves to take up less
strenuous work in cleaner, air-conditioned factories. Leading the
way was the semiconductor industry, which produced tiny
clectronic chips that were revolutionising the way things
worked—from mobile phones to rocket ships. By 1998, the
semiconductor industry represented a fifth of total exports and
employed 340,000 people

Massive broadening of the infrastructure paralleled Malaysia’s
economic growth—(for much of the late 1980s and the 1990s, the
country was registering growth in double-digit ligures. Business was
booming, loreign capital was pouning in, and it seemed as if the
entire country was being rebuilt, fuelled by Dr Mahathirs almost
obsessive attraction 1o mega projects that have seen Malaysia auain
ndards 15 the 848-

kilometre-long North-South Expressway. the state-of-the-art Kuala

world-class st in awvil There

engineering

Lumpur International Airport (KLIA), and the Kuala Lumpur City

Centre (KLCC), topped by the Petronas Twin Towers, the worlds

tallest butldings and home of the natonal oil company, PETRONAS
Malaysias most successful and largest global player. PETRONAS is
the only Malaysian company to rank in Fortune magazine’s histing of
the world's 500 biggest companies

Industrialisation even seemed passe when the Mulumedia Super

Cormidor (MSC) was announced in 1996, This futunstic mega-plan

links KLIA to KLCC and includes the new administrative capital of
Putrajaya as well as the intelhigent” eity. Cyberjaya, Malaysia’s answer
w Americas Silicon Valley and the hub of what was seen as ground
zero of the naton’s economic transformanon in the digital age
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However. just when everything seemed possible, as expressed
by the slogan Malaysia Boleh! (‘Malaysia can do it"), the bottom
In 1997,

expericnced its most severe financial erisis on record. The ringgit

fell out of the Asian financial markets. the region

plunged overnight, the stock market crashed, and construction

sites became ghost towns. Added 1o this was a political crisis. Dr
Mahathir removed his deputy.

Mala

Anwar Ibrahim, from his post

response to the financial cnsis was debated. The Prime

Minister did not favour what he saw as a set of potentially
damaging prescriptions advocated by the international financial
community, and instead imposed his own remedies, including
exchange controls. His stance has atracted more international
support in retrospect than it did at the time. Anwar was tried,
convicted and imprisoned for offences including corruption, a
process which attracted media controversy around the world

He was set [ree in September 2004
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A NEW IDENTITY
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ns have always been adept at change. The economy has

rebounded, and new multi-cthnic political parties have emerged that

signal a move away from the ethnic-based parties of the past.
In 1998, when Malaysia staged the successful Commonwealth
Games, it also showcased the ‘New Malaysia’, spearheaded by a
new generation that gives national concerns precedence over ethnic
ones. They are at the core of "Vision 2020', the plan to see Malaysia
atain the stats of a fully developed nation by then. ‘A united
country with a shared destiny for all. A liberated and secure
society enabling and encouraging excellence. The fostering and
development of democracy. The establishment of moral and ethical
values. Equality for all people regardless of colour or creed. A
progressive, innovative perspective. A caring society. Economically
just. A prosperous, competitive, robust and resilient future’. Datuk
Sen Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Malaysias fifth Prime Minister who
assumed office on 31 October 2003 after Dr Mahathirs retirement,
continues o uphold Vision 2020 and has proven to be a popular

leader with a quict but firm style of governance.






TUNKU ABDUL RANMAN FUTRA

Tunl«u Abdul Rahman Putra is affectionately remembered as
pa Mala

" o father of Malaysia, not just for his role in the

country’ gaining independence but, perhaps more imponantly, for
establishing the multi-racial political framework for its government
He once famously declared himself the worlds ‘happiest Prime
Minister’, and while a devout Muslim who became the first secretary
general of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference ater stepping

down as Malaysta$ leader, celebrated his lovs

of leisure pursus,

from

wcng (4) to accasional acts of truancy from Commonwealth
meetings in London to watch the Chelsea football team.

The communal riots of 13 May 1969, following an election
sethack for his ruling Alliance, however, made that day ‘the

saddest day of my lfe', and he cffectively handed over power to

his deputy, Tun Abdul Razak, who as director of the

lished afier Parliament was suspended,

onal

Operations Council est
ruled the country by decree

The Tunku remained in office but had to endure mounting
criticism of having failed to protect the interests of the Malay

community One example was a letter calling for his resignation
from an UMNO politician who had lost his seat in the election,
Dr Mahathir Mohamad . Tun Razak and the majority of UMNO's
lea

expelled from the party: He was later rehabilitated and became

ership closed ranks behind the Tunku, and Dr Mahathir was

Prime Minister himsell, but despite efforts at reconciliation, the

Tunku in his retirement tronically became one of the most effective

enitics of Dr Mahathirs policies
The Tunku felt that stepping down before stability had been

restored would have

1 an abdication of responsibility. By the tme
he did hand over to Tun Razak in September 1970, he could

announce that parliamentary government would resume in six

months. and cite the installation of his nephew Sultan Halim of

Kedah as the Ya

Pertuan Agong as a reason for tesigning

110 Tunku Abdul Rabman Putra: on a visit to Jesselton, 18 October 1967
arriving in Guildhall, London, England to receive the Freedom of the City
Sfrom Lord Mayor Sir Gilbers Inglefield. June 1968; addressing an Alliance
rally at Suleimian Court, Kuala Lumpur, April 1969; with Deputy Prime
Minister Tian Abdul Razak dancing the joget at a reception at the
vesidency, 14 January 1964; left 10 right, Lady Trinder, Lady Mayoress of
London, Tunku Abdul Rabman Putra and Sir Charles Trinder, Lord
Mayor of London at a dinner for Commeoniealth leaders, London,

14 Junsary 1969; performing his last ceremonial function as Prime
Minister, at the swearing-in ceremany of Tuanku Abdul Halim of Kedah
s Yang di-Pertan Agong, 22 September 1970; launching the Earth
Satellite Station in Kuantan, Pabang. 7 April 1970: at his 80th birthdiey
celebration, Kuals Lumpur, 9 February 1983; at a function ufier
retirement, October 1989; at an UMNO Assembly 1988 (all picrures
NSTP except picture 7, ANM)
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\N Then Tun Abdul Razak fially became Prime Ministe
/1070 alter some 15

cars as deputy 10 Tunku Abdul

an Pug e was already one of Asias me

telbowent

rven admimsstratons, havang been the country

finiste
Fducanon, Defence and

Develupment

sral and Natonal

While fiin Razak put in place the New Feonomic Policy 1
ise the econonic progress of Malay comi s and

fabilitated champions of Malay rights such as Dr Mabuathir
Mo, He also enlarged the ruling Allunce info a government
of national unity under the Bansin Nasional

Like Dt Mahathur, Tun Hu 1 huad alser briefly lele CMNO.
but s qute dilfes cumstances Hissens Lither had been th
founder and fisst presiddent of the parsy, bt i 1951 eft when
tegected b proposal to open 1o all gces Hisson followed I

196 T Razak persuaded Hussen

1o politics and i
1973 Hussein became T

Tun Razaks prenatus

el Prime Minist

Bratsh armed torces, n Malay
1service and as 4 liwver, Hussen was 2 reluctant polinan

i Prne Minister conl i

wreasingly st

1 Challenges

D with s predecessors national inteyratior

yen andd

ot shy from unpopular decisions. su

expulsion from UMNGO of th

appomiment

v Mahathi he

Chinese community—as his deput

After 4 cotonary bypuss in

v arinounced hi

retrement b

n polites He dedica
s death 1 1990 10 s

AN vears it

1,24 Tion Abdud Razak: with Tionkn Abedul Rahan Putra at s fareseil
dunner for the Latter, 23 September 1970 (NSTP): presenting bosaes to
fisbermen, Melaka, 1970 (NSTP

speaking 1o HRI the Sultan of Kelantan

an the Lewnch of a telephone exchange ar Kota Babru, 21 June 1972 (ANM)

55,607 Tun Hussein Onn: inspecting an Armed forces parade held i bis
honour prior 1o bis retirement on 1981 (NSTP); presenting the loyalty
pledge of the government to the sixth king, Sultan Vala Petra of Kelansan.
1976 (ANM): wddrevsing the opening sesion of the ASEAN Summis

lali. 23 February 1976 (NSTI; with bis wife Datin

Subaileh with Their Royal Highwesses the Sultan Idris 11 of Perak and the
Raya Perempuan at lizana likandarsah, Kuals Kangsar, = March 1976
(NSTP)

8 Tun Abdul Razak receiving then Minister of Education Hussein Oun,
9 November 19 NST

conference

9 Tunkn Abdul Rabwsan Putra, Tun Hussein Onn and Dr Mahathi
Mohamad at the 1977 UMNO General Auensbly (NSTP)



TUN ARDUL RAZAK/TUN HUSSEIN ONN

MEETING  OF

ASEAN HEADS OF GOVERNMENT

(ASEAN  SUMMIT  MEETING)
25 FERRUARY 1876




ANEW IDENTITY

I\,/I alaysias early foreign policy had been resolutely snt
communist and pro-B swing from s peacetl

assumption of independer

LNk continuing assistan

ARANSE S COMMUNISL insur ystas hirth with Sahat

arawak and Singapore joming the Federanon stramed

nerghbors. |

westa and the Fhilippuries opposed 1}

ngapore was 1o leave the Federation aftet some acrimony
The Assoctation southicast As (A w

formed i 1967 o stabilise tions, and the 9705 waw

Malaysin move btk 10 put ASEAN athe centre ol s aspiranions lor
nal peace and 1o chart s more neutral iernanional postiior

Tun Razak atended the summitof the Non-Aligned Movement

taksng office i 1970 and pushed ASFAN ) mike the
e ol Peace ality (ZOPFANY When
tates withidrew i force Vietnam 19

ted th osal at 1t fies sumimis in 1976

Therealter it reached out tram. Laos and Cambx

Malaysta offering Vietnant technical assistance to e

oy i 197

Mabaystas foreign policy was aba expressed n s eltores
Buatldd pecple 1o people tes, thrangh hosting events like the
Internatsonal Merdeba Foothall Cup tourpament and the

mal Quran reading competinion

While Malaysias posttioning adjusted for the realities

Cold War i the 19705 1t remained close 1o the Western paower
whise imvestments i soughtseen wthe pretore of tun Kazab
et with LS President Richaed Nixon iy 1971 (1 I that vear
Britain fil withdrawal of s militar from Malaysis was

accompanied by the signing of the Five Fower Deence
Artangement which entrenched the commitment of Britair

Australia and New Zealand 1o the defence of Malaysia and

pore The Commonwealth, where Malaysu had fed the

opposition 1o South Africas policy of aparthend, remaned an
important focus, and Queen Elizabeth was greered o her st
Malaysia n 1972 with cheermg crowds, as well as regal pomp
1667 Tun Abdud Razak: with President Richard Nixon wt the White
House in Wishington. § October 1971 with the Fareign Minaster
of Sauds Avabia. Dr Sagqaf (eft) while attending the Idamic Conference
of Forcign Ministers in Jeddah, Saudi Arsbia, 23 March 197
Thenom Kistikavhorm, Prime Misester of Uaslend at the openng of
the Sungei Golak bridge which links the tuwa counsries beruween Kelantan
andd Soveth Vhasland, 21 May 1973 (all pictures NSTP)

with

204,568 Tun Hussein Onn: with Queen Eizabeth 1 and ather heads

of government at the Commansvaleh Heads of Government Meeting in
nesian President Sulserto at Rorobodur temple,
it 10 Egypr. 17 January 1977 with bis wife
Daatin Subailah and Sewsor Vice President Deng Hiio Peng. China, 1979;
visiting the Sheh Rindel Mansoleum in Usbekiszan, Sepember
1979 (all pictures NSTT)

Yogyakarta, March |
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THE MAHATHIR YEARS

‘hen Datuk Seni Dr Mahathir Mohamad became Malaysiak first

non-British educated Prime Minister in July 1981, one of his
first measures was 10 adjust the clocks in the Peninsula and East
Malaysia, so that the whole of Malaysia was in the same time zone.

It was a suitable start for the Kedah-born medical physician to

¢ar tenure in which he would lead and sometimes drag the
country towards the future that he envisaged for it, encapsulated
in his 1991 Vision 2020, for \

alaysia 0 reach developed status
by that ye:

united Malaysian nation’

Domestically,

ed challenges o his leadership both by

reaching out, first 10 a nising tide of Islamic orientation in the

Malay community, then 1o the non-Ma
inially fe

ay communities who had

s s champion, as well

as by subordinating potential alternative sources of authority
such as the Malay rulers, the judicary, and indeed any and all
political challengers

By the end of tus political e

his prescription for

ransforming the Malays mto ar

cconomically competitive and

scientific population had changed from affirmative action to a

tentanve call for them to welcome a competitive arena. The

| cconomy was tr.

nsformed from o

e largely reliant on

rub to one based on technology and science
dations for communications, manufacturing and
information industries

Dr Mahathirs foreign policy had similar objectives. He called

on Malaysians to ‘Look East’ for inspiration on how to succeed

cconomically, instead of deferring 1o Western models. He became a

n of the nights of developing countries, arguing for the

edd of alevel ang field for their intezests. Also due in no

small part 10 his efforts 1s Malaysia regarded as a moderate Islamic

state with harmony between the three most pop

lous races.

¢ when he faced
mal opponents in the wake of the

currency collapses that swept Fast Asia in 1997 and 1998, He

Perhaps Dr Mahathirs biggest challenge can

both domestic and intern

shocked the world hy

ing his

ack on decades of financial
liberalisation when he pegged the ringgit and erected capital
controls

In September 1998, his deputy Anwar Ihrahim
persuaded to jom UMNO in 1981 a

whom he had

1 groomed 1o succeed him,

1s declared morally unfitand sacked He was subsequently
convicted of abuse of power and sodomy in a controversial trial.
t

career, and up 1 2003, had had four deputies, three of whom

Mahathir faced down numeny

political challenges in his
restgned or were sacked. When he finally announced his

a televised address at the UMNO

mbly, he broke down in tears, and was surrounded by

supporers urg

retirement in June 200,

General Ass

2 him not 10 do so. He agreed 10 stay in office
untl October 2003, wh

Malaysia once again experienced a
peacelul transfer of power to Deputy Prime Minister, Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi

1-9 Daasuk Sevi Dr Mahathir Mohamad: bis first day in o July
1981; raising hands with Tun Datse Mustapha to mark the beginning of
the bistorical entry of UMNO 10 Sabab, 1991; waving to UMNO
supporters at the UMNO Geueral Assembly at the Putra World Trade
Centre, Kuala Lumpur, 2003; being greeted by Gerankan members ar
their 286 Annual Delegates Conference, Kiuali Liompur, 1999; laughing
with Sultan ldris 11 of Perak, afier receiving the State’s Highest award,
the Seri Paddilea Cura Simanja Kini at the litana Ioandiariah, Kuala
Kangsar, Perak, October 1981 with bis wife on u carriage pulled by silat
(form of self defence) exponents: at the opening of the Penang Bridge,

3 August 1985; viewing a model of Putrajuya together with Tan Sri
Abmad Sarji. Chief Secretary 10 the Government (right), September 1985;
surraunded by shacked UMNO members at bis rurprise announcement of
D retiremsent, 22 June 2002 (all pictures NSTP except picture 3)







FOREIGN

OLICY IN THE 19805 AND 19908

1-12 Datuk Seri Dr Mabathir Mobimad: with Datuk Seri Siti Hanmah and
the King of Tonga. Taufiiahas Tupow IV, Tongu, June, 1982; accompanying
Japanese Prime Minister, Rytaro Hashimoto to inspect a guard-of houowr,
Kuala Lumpur, Janwary 1997; performing the Umrab in Saudi Arabia, 15
March 1982; greeting Indonesian President Subarto on bis visit to
Malaysia, October 1996: swith Mangolian Prime Minister M. Enkhseibhen,
Mangolis, 1997 with South Afvican Defence Minister, 14 December 1993;
with Tihai Primse Minister General Prem Tinsulanonds, Banghok, 10
December 1982: visiting the temple of Philea, Egypt. Decewber 1984; wich
Jumily and entourage at the Greas Wisllin China, March 1985; greeting
Nelson Mandela, Kiuala Lmpur, August 1993; in Sydney with Neville
Wran, New South Wales Premier, 14 Awgust, 1984; in Ghana with Ghana
President, Jerry Rawlings, November 1996 (all pictures NSTP)



1 Abdullah Ahmad Badaws wa

natic

me Mimster, the culn

wme 20 years of public service had began i 1964 as o
servant As the fourth man 1o serve as deputy fo the mercurial Dy
Mahathr Mohamad. Abdullshs ablity 10 successtully succeed him
was ot certameven alter D Mahathut announced his imtention to

g in June 2002, but is premicrship was endarsed in a Lirg

h 2004, and he was

han expected landshide election victory m Ma

ettumed unopposed as UMNO Pres hat Seprember

was Abdullshs solt

fifference from his pre

asking Malay

syl 1 therr suppan tather

ard Abeduillahs own expeniences have

ouncil estored alter

£ 1909, and also worked i the Ministry

fCu Youth and Sparts After enteting politics in 1978 h
first became a full Mimster under Dr Mahathir in Prime
Minusters Department. the <r 1 Tducaton Delenge and

I 1 From 1987 u when he was appuiiited
I . he was out ol gove fier LI, an

successtil challenger to D Mahuathir

12347 1 & 19 Prime Minister Dasick Sers Abdullah Ahmad
Baddans: counting down the New Vear with the Mayor of Kuala Limspur,
Darsk Mohamad Shaid Mobd Liufek (fifih from right) and Chairman of
AmBank Group. Tan Sri Aeman Washin (fourth from lefi) ar Kuala
Lumpur City Centre Esplanade, 31 December 2003: warh Tun D
Mahathir Mohaencad ar the handover. 31 (ctober 2003: first day of
office. 4 November 2003 at UITM Puleu Pinang. = March 2004,
celebrating Chinese Newe Vear with Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Ser
Najib T Razak, MCA Chairman Ong Ka Ting and Tun De Mabvathir
Mohamad, Kuala

asting their votes in Kepake Batas, 21 March 2004; with Rarisan

wal vupporter Poomdevi Sellathuray, Seremban, 8 March 2004

puer. 2004 seith wife Darsn Sers Endon Mabmeod

tull pictures NSTP except picture 1)

S Motorcycluts flying the Nationsl Front coulition flags escort Prime
Minister Abdullah Abmad Badawi in Melaka, = March 2004

6 Under police guard, opposition Pan-Malayria hilamic parey members
cxcort their candidates to the nomination contre for the 11th election in
Kedahy, 13 March 2004

8§ UMNO supporter March 2004 clections

9 Demoxratic Action Party cundidate campaigning in Melaka, March 2004

10 Wien Azicah limail, wife of jailed farmer Deputy Prime Minsster Anseser
Tbrahim wstves the logo of the P'eople’ Justice Darty as she leaves the polling
contre in Permatang Peuh, north Malaysia, 21 March 2004

12 Printing posters for the clection February 2004
13 Voters queing wp 1o vote during the 2004 clections (NSTP)
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ABDULLAH BADAWI

OPENING CEREMONY
OF THE

MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT
COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE

BY
THE HONOURABLE DATO' SERI ABDULLAH AHMAD BADAWI
PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA

hile some of those opposed to Dr Mahathir then left

UMNO and founded a new Malay party, Abdullah
remamed i UMNO, and as Foreign Minister from 1991 1o 1999,
was one of the flag bearers for the governments policies, including

the dramatic ecc c and polincal measures of 1998, In

February 1999 Abdullah was appointed as Home Affairs Minister,
as well as Deputy Prme Minister, a position which had been
Anwar Ihrahim in September 1998,

vacant since the sacking

Malaysians have embraced Abdullah’s priorities of tackling

corruption, and implementing ‘Vision 2020', which the

government has worked towards since 1991. With his unassailable

background as an Islamic scholar, Abdullah has not had to pander
5 i

excessively 10 the Islamic opposition, and has repeatedly declared

that he 153 ‘prime ster for all Malaysians” In July 2004, he

became the first Mushm leader in the world to address the World
Council of Churches conference held in Malaysia

Abdull:
with countries ke Singapore, Austrahia and the United States

ih has also been able to improve intermational relations

which had sometimes been at the receiving end of sharp criticism

from Dr Mahathir. On a visit to Washington in July 2004, in which
he was received by US President George W. Bush in the White

House, Abdullah—who had opp 1 the 2003 invasion of

1 that he would send a medical team to help in the

Irag—sa
reconstruction of that country, not just ‘to help the people of Irag
but also because | view this as another manifestation of moderate

Is

5 push against radicalism

20 = 25 I 162 The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tisnku Syed Sirajuddin; inspecting the
Guard of Honour before the opening of Parliament; declaring the 2004
sesion of Parliament open (both pictures 18 Misy 2004) (NSTP)
‘ 3.4.5.6, 7. 869 Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Abmad Badawi;
with UMNO mewbers celebrating the results of the election at PWTC,,
21 March 2004 (NSTP): paying a courtesy call om Sultan Sharsfuddin
Ldris Shab at ltara Bukit Kayangan, during a working visit to Selangor,
2004 (NSTP); on a social visit with former Singapore Prime Minister Gob
Chok Tong, Sentosa Golf Club, Singapore, 25 January 2004 (NSTP); at
the opening ceremony of the Ministerial meeting of the Now Aligned
Movement Commitsee on Palestine, Putrajaya, Kuala Lumpur, 12 May
2004 (NSTP); with foreign delegates at the Organisation of the Lilamic
Conference (OIC) beld ar Putrajaya Convention Centre, 22 April 2004;
with United States President George W, Bush in Washington, 19 July 2004;
congrarudating South Afvican Foreign Affairs Minister Dr Nbosazana
rice Dlaminizuma afécr the Lanching of the Non-aligned Movement
XIH Summit Ministerial meeting in Kuala Lumpur, 22 February 2003
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CHANGING LIFESTYLES

M.\I.u.\u\ journey to the cusp of developed country status has
been accompanied by personal journeys of increasing
numbers of N

ns. In 1970, just 27 per cent of the
population, then 10.4 million, lived in towns or cities. By 2000,

62 per cent of the 23.27 million Malaysians lived in urban areas,

giving rise 10 a new Malaysian phenomenon, the ‘balik kampong
migration of people from their urban workplaces to their

hometowns or villa

qes at every public holiday

Towns th

ves have been transformed from the days when
fine dining was available only in international hotels to today’s

proliferauon of cosmopolitan dining and entertainment enclaves

1 Bintang in Kuala Lumpur. A sophisticated
night out now 1s 10 be had at the world class Petronas
Philharmonic Hall, not a dance hall in Ampang, A weekends
entertainment is now as likely 1o come from a visit 1o one of the

country’s huy

pping malls as on a sports ficld

1 Bargwining at hawker stalls in Petaling Jaya. Novemsber 1975 (NSTP)

2 Students of the Universiti of Malaya publicising the Aries Ball, orgunised.
in wid of the Students Loan Fund und otber charisies, 1973 (NSTP)

3 Food stalls in a new marker, Melaka, 1972 (NSTP)

4 A gruduate of the Universiti of Malaya with bis fumily, 1971 (NSTP)

5 Kuala Lumpur Railiuy Station before Hari Raya, 19705 (NSTP)

6 Motorists in Jalan Bukit Bintang in 1988 (NSTP)

7 Emparium and vupermarket in Petaling Jays, September 1986 (i

8 Shopping ut a department stare, Kuala Lumpur, 19705 (NSTP)

FOLLOWING PAGES

1 Strees scene, George Town, l'enang, April 1973 (NSTP)

2 Tan Thiam Hock with bis 83-year-old greas grandwmother, Ng Liam, at
Tan's convocation at Universiti Malays, Auguse 1983 (NSTP)

3 Demonstrution by the EON Precision Driving Team in frons of the
Sultan Abdul Samad Building afier the Launch of  new Proton Saga by
the Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad, August 1990 (NSTP)

4 Jalan Sultan Weandar, Ipob, October 1975 (NSTP)

5 Jakan Hang Kaseuri, Kuala Lumpur, May 1988 (NSTP)

6 Her Highness Tiaanke Bahiyah loni Alwarimm Tuankw Abdul Rabman
entering the Dewan Tiusnku Canselor on the eccasion of Universiri of
Malaya's convocation. She is followed by Tan Sri Mohammed Suffian,
Vice Chancellor Professor Ungiew Aziz and Deputy Prime Minister (and
Education Miwister) Dr Mabatbir Mobamad, June 1976 (NSTP)

7 Jalan Rajih, Chow Kis, Kuals Lumpur, April 1975 (NSTP)

& Aerial view of Kota Bharu, April 1985 (NSTP)

9 Hoats leaving Universiti Malaya, June 1973 (NSTP)

10 Little India, George Town, Pewang, 19801 (NSTP)

11 Model Karen (seated) with dancers Maay Chung and Judy Lim at &
preview of u fashion shows, Kuala Lumpur, March 1972 (NSTP)

12 Models David Rarna (lefi) and Alvin Tang at a fushion thow,
Kuale Lumpur, August 1977 (NSTP)

13 Corolla station wagons ordered by Telekom at the Borneo Morors
Showroom, July 1970 (NSTP)

EMPORILM & SUPERMARAL |
SEA PARK STA. UKD
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A NEW IDENTITY

Riate aenaidly

s have always been keen on tradinonal spons such

¢ (type of sell-detence) and sepak takraw (kick e

with rattan ball) When the Bansh arnved, they introc

ports such as foatball, badminton and hixkey, all of which were

embhraced with an enthusiasm that continues toda Jmnton, in

ular, ha v success story for Malaysia

nation 1

reapient ol s

tently in the top world bracket, and has bee

highest award. the Ip. several times

On 1 July 1975, 1 tld Heavywe hampronship

he most Lamious sports n the nation.

toak place at Merdeka Stadmm i Kuala Lumpur The match wa

between regming world champion, Mubammad Al and the

Furapean champron Joc B All, who w

Lavounte

and a well-known champion of Islam. emerged victonous

One of the high pornts in

s sporting history was n

1998 when o the XVI Commonwealth Gamne

purpose-built sports complex at Bukat Lkl n Kuala Lampur As the

first Astan country o host the Games, Malaysia produced the bigest

Games to date—with Y athletes from 71 tations

alsar the best, judging by

tes and spectator

That year, Malaysia won an unprecedented ten pold medals

1 Thomas Cup Inscmineon toursament, Stadsacns Negara. 12 May 1975 (NSTP)

2 The King and Queen weeting Mubammad Ali. 28 fune 1975 (ANM)

3 Malaysian foorball squad for the Merdeka Tournament, 1991 (NSTT)

4 Mubammad Ali fighting Joe Bugner, Kuake Lumpur, 1 July 1975 (ANM)

§ Zafrin Shah Sabikin warming wp for the Asian X.-treme Gumer, Kuala
Lumpur, 22 fanuary 2004 (NSTP)

6 Racers pass through Kuantan during Le Tour De Langhass, 2003 (NSTP)

7 The starting line of the 2002 Formula One t Scpang.

8 Jobor-Singapore 2ud Link Bridge Run. 19 October 2001 (NSTP)

9 Budminton winners at the Commonnvalth Games 1998 (NSTP)

10 Opening ceremony of the Commanswealth Gamer 1998 (NSTP)
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gnning o a change in Kuala Lumpur

as dominated by shophouse

h the forgng ness nationad wleny

architedts b e hatldings thar would create o ita
Malaysian style This contmied throughout the 19804
it that Kuska Lump e ob th
" Aland aesthene high i
Mlaysian symbils and traditional ele i
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1 Naavional Library. Kuuala Lumpur. 1930
2 Mewara Miavbask (centre) wnd Menaru Kualis Lumpur tlefi). 1990
I Lembaga Ursisan Tabung Hayi Building. Knake L nmpur, 2003

Building). Kota Kin

¢ Wismah Tion Mustapha (Sabuah Found
Scbah. 2004

5 Natsomal Sctence Contre (Negara Puset Sains), Kuala Lumprer, 199

6 National Theatre (litana Budiaya). Kuals Lumpur, 19X

* Ruale Lumpur dyline, 2003

8 Kampleks lum Abdul Razuk (NKOMTAR), Penang’s callest buslding, 2004

9 Ihe entsnel Mesinsaga Building, desigued to utilise matural light
and ventilution, sewn un Aga Kiven aweard in 1995, Subang faya, 2003
L 1990

10 The Dayabums Complex features lilamse-seyle arches asd m
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NEW INFRASTRUCTURE

t was evident even in the mid-1980s that Mal. 5
Imlu tructure was struggling to keep pace with its rapid
cconomic development ang’s overcrowded ferries were
noticeably relieved when the new 13.5-kilometre-long Penang
gest and the world third-longest—opened in
September 1985, The old single-lane trunk roads built by the
50 becoming clogged with lorries, the result of a
nomy. To allevaate th lem, the first of the
¢ from Johor Bahru
in the south 10 the Thai border in the north—was mooted
The ambitious and costly M uth Expressway
sut the 1990s. It has since proven to
sians use it on weekends to
In the wake of its success, other
g up in Klang Valley, relieving traffic
itals notoriously overcrowded roads
Lumpur where alternatives 1o road travel were sorcly
lacking, a Light Rail Transit (LRT) rail network (2) was built and its
first phase began operation in December 1996, This was followed
nore LRT lines and a moy which linked the city
d b districts. In 2001, the old colonial railway
ved us the nation’s rail hub for close to a century
gated 1ts tole to KL Sentral, a state-of-the-art train terminal
which was 3 uala Lumpur International Airport
(KLIA) (1) by
an aviation
¢ airport opened just in time
amiving for the Commonwealth Games
later th a spectacular feat of construction that
combines futuristc technology wath symbols of Malaysian culture
However, the most ambitious project to date is the Multimedia
Super Corndor (MSC), Malaysias high-technology blueprint for
the 21st century This 1 kilometre corridor encompasses
the Petronas T f ¢ Kuala Lumpur Tower, and continues
h throu, S 1t includes the Technology
vk, and two ‘intelligent cutles, Put (3) (the new capital)
and Cybetjaya. Pundits of this bold vision see it as the engine

which will thrust Malaysia into the information age

1 The departure hall of the Kusla Lumpur International Airport, 2004
2 Light Rail Transit (LRT) train approaching Sentral Station, Kuala
Lumpur, 2003

3 Seri Wirusan is one of eight spectacular bridges in Purrajaya, 2003
4 A section of the North-South Expresnay at Nilai, 2003
5 Computerized information station at an exhibition in Kuala Lumpur, 2003
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1 Popular Malayssan vinger Sudirman heads the Saga musioal 0 officrally
lawnch the Proton Saga. | September 1985 (NSTP)

2 Guests adwiring the wew Provon Maga at the pre-baench. 9 July 1985
(NSTP)

¥ Dr Mabthir with the 150,000t Proton Naga, § December 1989 (NSTT!

4 Dr Maahathir weth Maleysics first Formu

One racer. Alex Yoong. gieing
the thumbi wp for the TVR Chimaera sports cur (NSTP)

§ PETRONAS petrochemical integrated comples at Kertih, Terenggans, 2002

6 Sowrcing informution ur the wired rillage. Kuals Selangor, 2002

™ Fdaran Modenas motorcele manufocturing plant. Kedah, 2
8 Offbore oil vigy off the Terengrann coust. 19965 (NS T
9 Wisrkers ut un clectronics factory. Penang, 19X
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ARTS AND CRAFTS

Ilm\hm-n.\l ants and crafts. However, the rise of tourism, as well
as mcreased pride in the nations unique handicrafis have seen
these crafts not only survive but prosper

Batik cloth, which s often used to symbolise Malaysia, s used
by the

onal airlines for s uniforms. batik shirts are de rigueur
as men's formal attire and even compulsory dress at the nation’s

and with the

only casino, while women wear batik as sarong
traditional dress known as haju kunung, Most batik is still produced

craft industries in Kelantan and Terengganu,

Both states

<o at the forefront of other Malay crafts, including

the weaving of songket (silk-brocade), which is used for royal

occastons and wedding ceremontes.

In Sarawak. the Than keep up their weaving traditions with the

production of 1 (tic-dyed woven yam) cloth, while in Sabah, the

Rungus peaple near Kudat are famous for their beadwork and

their traditional woven outfits in black

red stripes. They also

produce gonys. which are an essential pant of Kadazan music

y woodcarving, another traditional skill that is regaining

popularity. is now wsed to adorn the walls of museums and the

toyers of banks, businesses and government offices. Other
woodcarving tracitions have survived: the Mah Men of Pulau

Carey, Selangor, carve legendary figures that are believed to possess

the spirits of thet ancestors, th

¥

musical instruments and paint spectacular murals on their

1 of Sarawak carve spectacular

hornbill sculptures. while the

ver Orang Ulu cralt wooden

longhouse walls In Perak, potters continue o create the popular

labu savong (clay water vessels)

In the urban arcas, anists such as Rafice Ghani and Harnis

Ribut draw on their childhood memones of villa

I Harvis Ribus painting, Kuala Lumpur, 2001

2 Puppet maker, Kelantan, 2001

3 Finely plaited patterned mats and baskets from Sarawak, 1996

4 Producing clay water pots a1 Sayong, Perak, 2002

S Struits Chinese phoenix and peony embroidery with beadwork, 1992 (NSTP)
6 Kite-maker, 1994

7 Hand painted batik, 1994

8 lIban Kenyalang hornbill cffigy. 1996

9 Beaded rattan baby-carrier from Sarauak. 2000
10 Pouring molten pewter to make handles as Royal Selangor, 2003
11 Wearing ikat (rie-dyed woven yarn) cloth, Saramak Culrural Village, 2000
12 Antigque sooghet (silk brocade) frum Kelantan, 1999 (NSTP)
13 Orang Adli woodcarver, 2000
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warong and hebaya (bowse), Dewang, 1990,
¥ Dortuguese community 1 Melaka performing folk dances, 2003
§ lhans performing bumbva dance, Kuching. Seraseak, 1999
& Chitty (Straits-born Indiens) weddimg, Melaka, 2003
" Peran bunter, Sarawak, 1990
8 High priesteses, Sabab, 2002
9 Rungws man with rraditional head gear and beads. Kudat, Sabah, 2000
10 Juby Hut Orang A buenter, 2002
11 Orang Ul seomen, 2002
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MALAY PORTRALTS

n the 2000 census, Malaysias population stood at just over
Il‘ million, of which the Malays comprised almost 14 million
This represents slightly more than 60 per cent of the population
compared to the previous decade when it was approximately
55 per cent. The increase is attributed to the slightly higher birth
rate of the Malays, which stands at 28.2 per 1,000 people, compared
to that of the Chinese and Indians, at 22 and 21.9 respectively.

Malays also tend to marry earlier than the other races,
although this does not affect the percentage of women who work
Malay women can be found in a variety of occupations, ranging
from factory workers to high-profile executives. In the rural areas,
particularly in Kelantan, many Malay women run small businesses
ranging from silk-weaving to direct selling

Although many Malays still prefer 10 work in the government
because of the security it offers, with assured pensions and easy-
access home loans, an increasing number of young people are
venturing into the private sector. Before 1970, the number of
Malays in business was very small, but as a result of the New
Economic Policy (NEP) that was put in place ta protect the
interests of the Bumiputera (sons of the soil), the last decade has
scen enormous growth in Malay business pasticipation. Today, the
New Malay’, with his Mercedes, bungalow, country-club

membership and upwardly mobile lifestyle, constitutes a growing

part of the urban sce

In the rural areas, many Malays still work in the time-honoured

occupations of fishing and farming, as well as participate in various
trades from mechanical work to traditional cralts. Traditional Malay
homes are still a learure of the landscape in Melaka (4), Terengganu

(8) and Kuala Selangor (9). But no matter where they live or what

their occupation, they share a strong bond with each other,

particularly through their common religion of Islam (7).
Religious festivals such as Ramadan and the Hari Raya

celebs

pilgrimage to Mecca, as well as the Islamic New Year are all

tions at its close, Hari Raya Haji, which commemorates the

occasions for community participation. Hari Raya is celebrated
with enthusiasm, with all wearing their best traditional outfits.

Weddings (1) and engagements are imponant social events, when

it is not unusual for an entire kampung (village) to be invited,
while birthdays, although not part of Islamic tradition, are also
celebrated on special occasions such as the 100th birthday of a
dad bin Liander in Rawang, (2). Elders are highly
revered in Malay society and are always included in family

village elder,

gatherings. They also play a major role in passing on their
knowledge, such as this woman teaching girls how ta read the
Qur'an (3), and in traditional crafts like kite-making (5).




ANEW IDENTITY

320



NESE PORTRAITS

lihough Chinese Malaysians number only 5,6 million, they
constitute just over a quarter of Malaysias population. They

are highly visible as 90 per cent of them live in the urban area
they can be found in every occupation, In reali

oportion of Chinese ) en steadily declining—in
1970, they comprised 35.6 per cent of the population. This decline
has been attributed to migration, a growing emphasis on career,
delayed marriages and fewer children due 10 the higher costs of
raising children and their education. Between 1980 and 1991, over
200,000 Chinese emigrated although this figure was much reduced
in the following decade when only 31,000 emigrated

Hokkien, Khek (Hakka) and Cantonese constitute the

major dialect groups, with significant numbers of Teochew,
Henghua, Kwongsai and Faochow as well. Many Chinese are
involyed in occupations related to production, transport and sales,
while those involved in agriculture have declined considerably. By
2001, only 11 per cent were employed in this sector. In the past,
different dialect group: sciated with various occupations
and although many of these categories are now obsolete, some still

survive—the Teochew are mostly involved in rice-farming in

langor, the Hokkien in pig-farming in Port Dickson and the
Foochow in agriculture in Manjung, P

Although many Chinese have moved from their hometowns
10 the anonymity of new suburbs, family and clan ties are still
priorities for many of them, especially during the festive seasons.
such as Chinese New Year (7), a time for family reunions, feasting,
and visiting friends to wish them prosperity: Making offerings to
ancestors and gods is done all-year round at the many temples
throughout Malaysia such as the Snake (5) and Goddess of Mercy
temples (6) in Penang, the Tzen Sin Kung temple in Kelantan (1),
and Sarawaks oldest temple Tua Pek Kong (1856), in Kuching (10)
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INDIAN FORTRAITS

n 1991, Indian Malaysians numbered around 1.4 million, almost
10 per cent of the population. A decade later, their numbers
7 per cent of the
total population of 23 million. The proportion of Indians in the

Malaysian population is expected to continue to decrease,

increased to 1.6 million, yet they comprised only

espectally as the other ethnic populations continue 10 increase.
Other factors contributing to the decline include delayed
marriages, a falling birth rate, and increased migration

The largest group of Indians comes from southern India, with
Tamils constituting 80 per cent of the total. There are smaller
percentages of Sikhs, Bengalis, Keralans, Telegus, Parsis and
Malayalis, Most Indians live in the west coast states of Selangor,
Perak, Penang and Negeri Sembilan, although there are small
numbers of Indians in every Malaysian state.

Although many Tamils stll work as labourers on plantations, a
legacy of the colonial era, there is a move towards urban lifestyles.
As Malaysta gains economic prosperity, Indian communities are
increasingly represented in many professions such as law (2), food
services (), grocery stores (8), fortune-telling (7), music (9) and
goldsmithing (10)

In the nonthern states of Perak and Penang, Indian Muslims
have a strong presence in the trading community where they are
most prominent in the money-changing, textile and gold business
as well as the restaurant trade

Mamak’ restaurants, run by

Muslims of mi nd Indian parentage, are a well-known

feature of the urban scenery in Malaysia

extremely diligent at conserving their culture and
preserve their traditions of religion, dress and cuisine no matter
where they live. The Hindu wedding (6) still adheres to its age-old
form, as do the daily prayers known as puja (3). Indian-made
textiles, such as those worn by classical dancers (4), are most often
advertised on chick blinds, such as this one in Taiping (1)
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1 Celebrating she Indsan festivad of Thaspusam, Penang, 2002

2 Three generations celcbrate Hars Raya, 1999 (NSTP)

3 Voung ‘monks lining up for Vesak Day, 1994 (NSTI

4 Childven reading cards at Chinese New Year, 1996 (NSTP)

5 bamily celebrating Moon Cake Festivul, Botanical Gardens. Penang, 2003
6 Fishermen breaking fast on their boat during Ramadan. 1994 (NSTP)

7 Devotees throng the temple suairs at Baru Caver during Thaipusam, 2004
& Christmar wanvity play. 1994 (NSTP)

9 Malay children lighting Lempy before Hari Raya, 1999 (NSTP
10 Chonere girls lighting incense to celebrate Chinese New Year, 1996 (NSTP)
11 Lion dance, Chinese New Vear, Kuals Lumpur, 1999 (NSTT)
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1 Operation Jumbo—rescuing elephants trupped on an iland in Kenyir
Dam, levengeans, 1964 (NSTP)

2 Rhisaceros borubill, 2002

+ Nepenthes sp. (putcher plant), 2003

4 Rafllesia sp. flower. the largest flower in the world, 2003

§ Luke Gardens with Maswell Hill in the backgrownd. Taiping. 1995

6l howse at Sarusk Culeural Village, Kuching, 2003

" Entrunce of Lang Cave. Mulu National Park. Sarawak. 2002

8 Forest view s the Sepilak Orangutan Rebabilitation Centre, Sabah, 2002

9 Canveing ar Mul National Park, Sarawak. 2002
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TOURISM

\/ wh such a diverse population and wealth of natural
V' wonders. i is not surprising that tourism has become an
impontant part of Malaysias economy and a major source of

foreign exch In the 19705, there were only a few deluxe-style

hatels in the major s. In the rural areas, travellers had no

choice but 0

ay in old colonul-style resthouses or very basic

rumah wmpan,

(gue:

thouse). There were a few exceptions,

however, s

ch as Ye Olde Smokehouse Inn at Cameron Highlands,
which still operates as a luxury hill resort and the Eastern and
Oriental Hotel (commonly kniown as the E & O Hotel) in Penang,

By the year 2000, there was hardly any area of Malaysia that

had not seen major tounsm development. The east coast islands,

which h.

lang lured travellers with their pristine beaches and

waters, saw tourist operations evolving from small, family-

run chil

W luury resons complete with dive shops and water

sparts faci

But nowhere is the change

apparent as on
Langkasi. which has been transformed from a sleepy, off-the-
ck sl

d 1o one of the worlds f

most tourist

destinations. Much of 1ts success has been auributed to former

Prime Minuster Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

ay. some of the worlds top resorts can be found in

aysia, such as I\

ekor Laut off the coast of Perak, The Datai,

The Andaman and Tanjung Rhu Resort in Langkawi, Tanjung Jara

in Terengganu, and the

ex Sutera Harbour

resort comp

which was built on reclaimed land beside Kota Kinabalu in Sabah.

1 Mownt Kinabalu, Malaysia's highest peak at 4,101 metres, the centrepiece
of the mation's first World Heritage-nominated park

2 Luxury hotel on Payar Iiland. Langhawi, 1998

3 Canopy walk at the Forest Research Institute Malaysia, Kepang, 2002

4 &9 Uands in Sabab, 2003

5 Rafting in Taman Negara, 2002

6 Birduwatching on the canopy wlk at the Bornes Rainforest Lodge, Danum
Valley, Sabah, 2000

7 Swall ferryboats ply the river in front of the Astana in Kuching, 2002

8 Beachfront Burau Bay, Langhawi, 2003

10 Rayal Mulu Resort, Sarawak, 2002
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1 Shophouse converted it an antigues gullery. Melaka, 2002

2 Wrowght irwm Littacework on a Penang wuansion. 2000

3 Originally locuted in Kedih, this Malay headman’s bowse was vestored by
Baddan Wartan Maleysia, Kuals Lumpur, 1998

4 The lituna Kemangan in Kuala Kangsar, vrak. now houses the Koyal
Musewm, 199§

§ Old Chima Café. Kuala Lumpur, 2000

6 Crafismen were browght 1o Ivnang from China ta restare the intricate
chien nien parcelain shard decoranion, a major feature of ¢ Jreong Futt Tee
M

on, Denang, 2004
* Tiled five f
89 Cheung bart Tee Mansion, Penang. 2002

10 Busls by the Dutch. sie Suadsivuys in Melaka 1s 4 popular towrsst stop, 2002

ot wey in front of George Town shophawses, 2001

POLLIWTNG MGES

sl Lumpur vbline, 2002
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